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torians, Wc arc informed that this Prqjeft was of aa

older Date ; that the Eail of Nottingham, previous to

hrs Rcfigrjation of the Eoft of LprtJ High-Admiral of

England, had carncftly follicited the King to engage in

Preparations for fuch an Enterprize ; that Sir Robert

Manfel had ilrongly inti}jiatpd to Buckingham that it

would r'^flcft the higheft Luftre on his Abilities in the

nayal Department, if the E^jfpeditipn took Place, at the

Dawn of his Adminiftration. As this fortunate, and

afpiring Favourite too eaiily induced the Sovereign to

confcnt to the Gratification pf all his Wifhes, it is

reafonable to fuppofe that, through his Influence, the

Projeft was carried iqto Execution j notwithftandiog

that ^vilVill'iam Monfon^ who had been confultecl, de-

iivercd an Opinion, fupported by ftrong, and clear Ar-

guments, that it was ralh, and ill-founded ; aod that,

inftead pf raifing the Reputation of the naval Power of

the Englijhy it would only contribute to repdcr them

lidiculous, as the whole World would obferve the Dif-

appointment} whereas but Few could judge of its

real Caufes, or of the Injuftice o^ ^eafuring thereby

the maritiifte Strength of Br/V<7m
(

On the twelfth of 0<{?o^/r, in v„c Year, one thou>

fand, fix hundred, and twenty, the Armament [c) fct
' •
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{b) Sir William Monfon's nnval Tra^^s, p. 25J.—Camp-
beU'sLivesofthcAdmirals, Y. 2. p. 31, '

(r) The following is a LIST of the FLEET.

Royal Navy.
1 I , , .

Snips. "^v^TVtMxv. Brtft CoMMANDtitt»

"Tons. '

'', GuNi.

'TheX'w, Admiral fcob 250 40 S\r Rob. Ma^fei,

#V«rj«tfry, Vicc-Ad- 660 250 40 Sir /JiVj** //<nu-

miral ^
ki^J,

Rtinbtw^ Rear'Ad- 660 250 40 Sir 7hemas Bttt*

miral ' (m.
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