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of them got to the rock ; some were cut f)lT by the Moor«, and
died like valiant knijihts, tl'];htin(T to the last <;aap.

When the Moorish kin<i saw the darinjj of tiieso cavaliers,

and that they had aucci'cded in rc-cnf()rcin<i tiie fiarri.soii, |u>

despaired of fi;ainin<i the castle wilhotit iinich time, troiihlc. hikI

loss of blood. He persuaded hiniacif, tlien'forc, that it was
not worth the price, and. strikinj^ his tents, aliandoned tjic

siege. Thus the rock of Marios was saved by the Ha<j;acitv of

the countess and the prowess of Diego Perez de Vargas, sur-

narned the Smasher,
In the mean time, Don Alvar Perez de Castro arrived in pres.

ence of the king at Hutiel. King Fernando received him with

benignity, but seemed to think his zeal beyond his prudence;
leaving so important a frontier so weakly guarded, sinking tlic

viceroy in the courier, and coming so far to give by word of

mouth what might easily have been communicated by letter.

He felt the value, however, of his loyalty and devotion. Inil,

furnishing him with ample funds, rc(piested him to lose no time

iu getting back to his post. The count set out on his ret inn,

but it is probable tiic ardor and excitement of his spirit proved
fatal to him, for he was seized with a violent fever when on the

journey, and died iu the town of Orgaz.

CHAPTER XI.

ABEN HUDIEL, THE MOORISH KINO OP Ml'UCIA, HECOMT-S Tlir;

VASSAL OK KIN(; FRHNANDO— AllEN ALIIAMAlf SKKKS TO DiilVK

THE CHRISTIANS OL'T OF ANDALUSIA — FERNANDO TAKES THE
FIELD AiJAINST HIM RAVAGES OF THE KING HIS LAST
MEETING WITH THE QUEEN-MOTHER.
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The death of Count Alvar Perez de Castro caused deep afllie-

tion to King Fernando, for he considered him the shield of the

frontier. While he was at Cordova, or at his rock of Martos,

the king felt as assured of the safety of the border as thougli

he had been there him.oolf. As soon as he could be spared from

Castile and Leon, ho hastened to Cordova, to supply the loss

the frontier had sustained in the person of his vigilant lieuten-

ant. One of his lirst measures was to effect a truce of one ye;ir

with the king of (Jranada— a measure which each adopted with

great regret, compelled by his several policy : King Keiiiandi)

to organize aud secure his recent conquests ; Abeu Alhamar to


