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of the question docs not seem to me to afford him very f^rcat en-

couragement. Tlie opponents of federation think this task is

accomplished, if they can prove that some moderately efficient

form of inde|)endence is possible. They forget that for the Meth-

odism of the future independence may not be a blessing if it

separates them from the common literary brotherhood of their

.fellow-citizens, and fosters a spirit of narrow suspicion toward

those with whom they must dwell in a common country. They
forget, too, that another independent university may be still less

of a blessing to the country at large, if it limits the free and full

growth of such a common university as our country is able to

8usta:n.

(3) But to return to our estimate of cost. The third considera-

tion in estimating the number of professors necessary is the com-

petition which we must meet. Now, that is a very different thing

to-day from what it was in the summer of 1886. At that date

Toronto University, including the School of Practical Science,

had a staff of nine professors, three tutors, and six lecturers

—

eighteen in all. To-day, her staff embraces thirteen professors,

eight lecturers, and eight fellows, coverirfg fifteen distinct do

partments, to which are added five collateral sub-departments.

In 1886, Queen's was furnished with a staff of eight professors

and eight lecturers and tutors, covering ten departments. To-day,

she has twelve professors and eight lecturers and tutors, covering

thirteen departments. In 1886, Latin and Greek History and Eng-

lish Literature, French and German, and in one instance Mathema-

tics and Physics, were united in single departments, and in some

cases manned by a single lecturer or tutor. Now these are every-

where separated, in most cases with separate professors, or at least

with a strong lecturer in charge. The estimate which in 1886

would have placed us in advance of sister institutions, would be

entirely inadequate for that purpose to-day. The subdivision of

work, instead of being at the maximum in 1886, has advanced

by fully one-third in the last three years in Ontario at least, and

is scarcely at its maximum yet. The learned lecturer who has

travelled his thousands of miles to gather his facts in a foreign

land has been utterly blind to what is going on at his own doors.

And even in the foreign land where he discovered that options

have reached their maximum, he forgot to inquire, or at least

to tell us, what that maximum was, and how it compares with the

more conservative position of our Canadian universities.

The sum of all this is, that to maintain an independent univer-

sity to-day in our surroundings, we require the following staff:

A professor each in Latin, Greek, Orientals, English, French,


