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having maiketed 1,600 busbels of grain in the
year 1880, 1 kriow sometbing about it. We
had no elevators at that time, and tbrough
lack of them, and lack of licenses for grain
dealers to buy, 1 did not get one dollar, not
one cent, for my 1,600 bushels that I had
piowed and sowed and reaped and thresbed
largely with my own hands; so I Iost my 1,600
bushels of wheat.

The farmer's row has been a bard one, as
my honourable friend from Compton (Hlon.
Mr. Pope) stated the other day. The farmers
have had an uphili row to hoe, but they have
kept hoeing until they have now got into a
better position througb this pool, by which
they think they ýcan 'handie their wbcat and
get ail the profits out of it. They wish to put
their wheat through pool elevators, of wbicb
there is a legitimate number, and they are
willing- to pay- such price to the grain elevatora
for their work as will be sufficient to, make
the elevators pay. But if two or three
elevators are built where there ought to be
one, there will not be sufficient revenue to
make ail of them pay. Should the farmer be
punishcd for over-building? I say no. I say,
let the fermer get his fair share of his own
wbeat.

What do the people of the Prairie Provinces
tbink of this Bill? From aIl 1 have heard 1
believe that 95 per cent of the people of
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta are in
favour of it, and they do not believe for une
moment that they are doing an injustice to
the grain men, or confiscating their money.
As Mr. Burn-ell said when speaking in Com-
mittee about making the farinera purchase
the elevators, they have paid for tbem already,
some of themn several times. From my own
experience I know that in many cases grain
men have paid for tbeir elevetor in one ycar,
and paid for it out of the money of the
farmers. In my little town wbere tbere were
only a couple of hundred people, wbere we
knew pretty weil what was going on in al]
the elevators, au elevator man, wbose build-
ing had not cost more tlhan 88,000 or $9,00
in those days wben construction was cbeap,
told me that after the season was over and
tbe wheat was ail shipped out he bad 3,000
bushels surplus. I neyer mentioned this be-
forc, because I tbougbt the elevator man did
not want it spoken of. That wes a year wben
we had first-olass whet, but I do not re-
member enytbing about the grades; there
was no talk about grades at that time, eway
back in the eariy ninetica. Many of the
.elevator compenies have paid for the elevator
in one year, and that is what made them su
ready to go on building elevators when tbey
were nut sure of getting a great amount of
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wheat to handie. Why should the farmer be
put up against a proposition of that kind?
And wby abould we, by legislation, went tu
make him pay for thet?

I voted for lest year'a Bill. I did not
understand it, but 1 went to a man in whom
I had the greatest confidence, and I saw my
uwn leader in the o'ther flouse was support-
ing tbe amendment that was put in lat year,
and my friends said it was ail Tigbt. But
aecording to Mr. Pitbl-ado the wbole onus of
that last year's Bill is put on Mr. Crerar and
Mr. Forke. Mr. Forke has repented of bis
sin, if it was a sin to vote for that; he bas
repented of bis action, at ail events, and be
supported the Bill of this year cancelling tbe
clause that was înserted lest year. Mr. Crerar
was down bere, and canvassed for the Bill
lest year, and I think the statement is true
thet it was largely througb bis influence that
lest year's amendment was passed; but we do
not find him down here this year, and do not
find him writing to his friends asking them. to
see that that amendment is not repealed.
Wby? Because, being a good and bonest
man, be sees that it was a mistake. It bas
been said that a foui neyer changes bis mind,
but that a wise man does su soinetimes.
Weli, evidentiy Mr. Crerar bas cbanged bis
mind; certainly Mr. Forke bas, and the Blouse
of Commons bas due su, ail tbrough, because
this Bill before us, as it came to us, bad
passed through the Comrnittee of Agriculture
in the flouse of Communs, which bas 100
members, and th~e Bill gut ail its readinge ini
the flouse of Communs wîthout a single vote
against it.

Now, beonourable gentlemxen, are we going
to vote against thia Bill? 1 arn une of those
Senators wbu believe in the absohite indepen-
dence of the Senate, uncontrolled in any way
by anyune, or by the Bouse of Gomnmons.
Ever since I camne here 1 bave taken my own
course, not earing much whu it pleased or
wbo is did not please. If I think a Bill ia
rigbt T support it. When a Bill cornes froma
the flouse of Gommons 'I always say to,
ýmyseif: 'Wel, what wii- you do, my boy,
if you are called upon to -explain your
action?" And as I take my course and say
to myseif: "Now, if you are celled upun te
defend that action in any part of Canada
what position oan you take?" Unleas I can
say to myscif, and feel, tbat I cen defend my
course successfuliy I will not vote againgt the
wisbes of the elected representatives; but if
I feel that the Bill is not juat, and that I
could not defend paasing it, I do net heaitate
at all tu vote against it, and I do mot Qbjeet
to any man voting againat any Bill that cornes
before us here.


