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We now bave a new bail game and a new bail. We bave a
Prime Minister wbo is determined ta be captain of the team
and the umpire as weii; be wants to pitcb and cali the strikes.
He tried ta impose bis wili on tbe provinces, then on the
country, and now an the Britisb. The Prime Minister and bis
party bave confronted Westminster witb a rewritten, an
amendcd, Constitution ta wbicb a majarity of the pravinces
abject. The box score on that, Sir, is that eigbt of the ten
provinces are opposed ta tbe action now being taken, Ontario
and New Brunswick being tbe oniy two exceptions. Six of the
ten provinces are fighting tbe action in tbe courts. Quebec
Liberai leader Claude Ryan is tataily opposed. Tbe New
Democratic provincial parties of Saskatcbewan, Alberta,
Manitoba and Quebec bave pubiicly spoken against tbe action.
Four NDP Members of Parliament have braken with their
party leader and tbeir party and will vote against tbe Trudeau
package in tbe Commons. An bon. member wbo spoke just
yesterday, tbe bon. member for Montmorency (Mr. Duclos),
bas also broken witb his party and will vote against it.

The Prime Minister and bis puppets are riding rougbsbod
over tbe provincial governments. He bas overturned tbe
unwritten convention, or is attempting ta, of 100 years. If the
federal government witb a majority in Parliarnent can unilat-
erally alter the Constitution against the objections of the
provinces then, Sir, tbis is no longer a federai state. Tbe rigbts
of the provinces mean very littie if tbey can be altered or
subtracted from at any time by a simple decision of tbe federal
government witb a pariiamentary majority.

Above ail, Sir, tbe Prime Minister's position underiines bis
attitude toward confederation and ta tbe separation of powers.
Wby sbouid be consult witb the provinces? Tbey migbt not
agree. He says tbe consultative process is too slow. It may be
slow but it is 100 per cent democratic. If tbe federai goverfi-
ment and Parliament can unilateraliy amend and rewrite the
Constitution in matters confided ta tbe provinces by the BNA
Act, tben tbe BNA Act is a dead letter. Wbetber tbe Constitu-
tion is a pact or a treaty, as Macdonald cailed it, or a simple
statute of tbe imperial Parliament, it is a matter for experts ta
determine. In any case it does not affect tbe issue, as I sec it.

Whatever it may be, tbe Constitution is an understanding
between tbe federai governiment and the gavernments of the
provinces, tbose wbo signed in 1867 and wbose iegisiatures
ratified that action, and those wbo came in later by free
choice. In no single instance was a single section or clause of
the 1867 Constitution imposed an any province. Tbey were
free ta accept or reject. For more than 100 years that spirit of
compromise and conciliation, as Macdonald caiied it, was
foilowed in ail matters affecting constitutional change. Tbat is
wbat bas been aitered.

A constitutional convention baving a century of practice as
its mandate bas naw gane. Tbe understanding tbat tbe Consti-
tution was not the business of tbe centrai gavernmcnt alone,
but tbat tbe provinces bad very cîcar spberes of jurisdictian
and tbat tbey would be respected, is aiso gone as a resuit of
tbis proposaI. It is tbis understanding, tbis compromise, this

The Constitution
spirit of conciliation, wbicb has been torn asunder by tbe
unrcstrained ego of one man.

The Prime Minister says be is flot waiting for tbe provinces.
They are too slow in agreeing witb bim. He says it must be
done in bis way. We have beard tbose words before, Sir, fromn
the lips of dictators and tyrants.

The publisher of The Globe and Mail was taken to task for
using the word "Tyrant". 1 arn surprised there is no objection
across the way to my using it. According ta tbe dictionary, a
tyrant is a persan wbo exercises power despotically. A despat is
someone who acts in an arbitrary manner. A despat does not
take advice; a despot must have bis own way. A despat insists
an pusbing bis ideas ta the end, riding rougbshod over the
rigbts of others. A tyrant is in the samne category. A tyrant secs
oniy ane side of a coin, and usually it is the side bearing bis
picture. The publisher of The Globe and Mail may bave erred
a littie on tbe side of empbasis, but in principle bie was rigbt
on. It is strange, sir, bow sensitive tbe Grits are on these
tbings. He was attacked not for wbat bie said but for saying it.
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There was a suggestion in tbe remarks of the Minister of
Energy, Mines and Resaurces (Mr. Lalonde), the "minister of
ail", as be is now cailed, that tbere was sometbing wrong, nat
quite cricket, in tbe pubiisber of The Globe and Mail criticiz-
ing tbe Prime Minister's position. Saying wbat bie said in
Engiand was even warse. It is bard ta foiiow tbis kind of
reasonîng. We do not find tbe Prime Minister or bis bencbmen
mincing their words in their references ta tbe Premier of
Alberta or even tbeir friend, the Premier of Saskatcbewan; but
wben tbe boot is on the otber foot tben tbe sboe pincbes.

An hon. Member: One-party state.

Mr. Nielsen: If tbere is a one-party state in tbis country, it is
over tbere. Tbey are tbe believers in tbe ane-party state, tbe
advocates of rule by divine rigbt. Natbing could be more
evident in praving that situation than wbat tbe-

Some hon. Members: Ob, oh!

Mr. Nielsen: I cannat bear bon. members; I wouid like ta
enjoy an excbange witb tbem if tbey wauid risc-

An hon. Member: You are getting ta tbem, Erik.

Mr. Nielsen: -and put a question. It is not wbat is said tbat
pincbes but tbe mere fact tbat in tbis brigbt new Grit world of
friendly tbougbt contrai anyone would dare raise bis or ber
voice in pratest.

It is, abave ail, tbe press wbam tbey fear and distrust. It was
not by mere coincidence tbat, after the Toronto Sun bad
attacked tbe Prime Minister and bis government same years
ago in biting terms, the office of tbat newspaper was raided.
Tbis was somctbing not seen before in tbis country and
sometbing not often seen in England or tbe United States, or
indeed any country wbere demacracy is practised.
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