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F nxA han ances

We have learned, andi 1 ý-ipposc when one stops learning
he may as we1l stopl)x ilat in dealiog with gove n-
ment, propped oi- proddî-d i. the iNDP---they used to prod
themn, but nowý thuv pi-op t h<n, - e must bc thankful for
small mercies. We learnied u1ftîeally today what we knew
empirically ail along, thtat uniun4loymieni is rising and has
risen even through the heat of the summer, even with the
fanfare and the ballyhoo of UIP programs and the lîke.

Inflation is tough enough on any citizen, aîîy head o)f
family. How much worse, how much more terrifying and
how much moi-e soul destroying is rampant inflation to
the head of a family who cannot find work? How does lie
cope? What does hie do? Hlow does he walk among bis
fellows w ith respect? How does hoe look upon his eidren
as he, tries to meet their needs and demands and cope with
their aspirations?

In light of what is happening to our cost of living and
our employment statisties, I hope the mînister will not be
overly immodest about this improvement. Heaven knows,
many, many heads of famnilies will need the increased
cheques. 1 hope they will go ont to them as soon as
possible without any administrative delays which wîll
cause this group of people to be frustrated in their expec-
tations. These are dîffîcult times. Despite the efforts that
have been annouoced, this goverrnment bas neither siain
nor scotched the snake of inflation. However, for this
measure of assistance we have to ho thaokful because ît
wîll for many people make a situation that is a littie
better.

We in this House would be naïve to think that we have
in fact accomplished overly much. We would be naïve to
believe that palliatives have çured. To believe thîs would
ho to believe that General Plumptre's army would be a
rescuing force. I arn sure that latest charade in the phony
war against inflation will probably go down in bîstory as
the most ineffectual exorcise in supererogation undortak-
en in this courntry. Whatever the people of Canada need tu
know, they do not need someone to tell them the cost of
living is going up. Whatever else was needed, surely that
was flot the need.

Finally, true to mny long standing tradition of not
making long speeches, aithough they may flot be as short
to others as they are to mie, we are goîng to support this
measure. We note a lac-k of certaioty in this bill. It is an
interirr bill, but il has no terminal date. We are told that
sometbing will stant at an early date. I want to kow if the
cheques wîll get out on time. When wîll the new cheques
be ready? I know the Octobc.r date is ot to be found in the
bill. Is the minister sure that the consultations about
wbîhihe hcas spoken will progress in sucb a way that the
people cao expert the $20 average in January 1974? If this
is the case, we are delighted but we rannot find such an
assurance in the legisiation itself. 1 hope that later in our
proceedings the mînîster will be able to gîvo us an assur-
ance of thîs kind.
* (1520)

For our part we shaîl support thîs measure. Faint as ît is,
it does help, and we wish 1o help these people as much as
possible.

Mr. Edward Broadbent (Oshawa-Whitby): Speakîng
on thîs measure, I really wish to deal with two questions.
One 15 dîrectly related to the substance of the bill before

IMr. Macqu arrn.

us ani to the' benefîts it provides. The second relates to a
broadc-i contexi, that is the way in whîch the legîslation
affects the redistribution of Canadian income.

It seems to me that the area of famîly allowances is une
of the few areas in which the federal governmeot really
does involve itself 10 the direct redistribution of income.
Io a discussion of thîs subjeet it seem to me, therefore,
that the bill before us should be discussed in a wider
context, one which goes beyond the particular arraoge-
mnents whîch have been made.

As the minîster explained, family allowanc- payments
in respect of all childreo in Canada are to be increased to
$12 effective October 1. This is splendid. It will mean an
average increase in family income of $10 per month,
durîng the period October 1-Decemher 31 of the preseot
year, affecting somne 3.5 million Canadian families. So an
obvious advantage wîll accrue to Canadian families under
the terms of the bill before us. A great maoy needy
faiieîs will be direc.tly assisted in coping wîth the results
of inflation. This is especîally important when we bear in
mmnd that food prîces have gone up by some 20 per cent in
the past year alone. I should like to point out that condi-
tions in which many families are living in Canada today
are not such that we cao be very proud of them. Some 4.5
million Canadians are living in poverty, and this figure
includes 1,700,000 childreo accordîng to a study prepared
for the Sonate Committee on Poverty. The fact that as of
two years ago 1,700,000 children were living in a state of
povorty is one we should keep much in mind when we
hear statîsties about the growth of real output in the
ocooomy, and s0 on, such as the Minister of Finaoce (Mr.
Turner) has brought to our attention.

The hon. member for Hillsborough (Mr. Macquarrie)
has just expressed the opinion that the goveroment ought
to brîng the level of payments up to $20 beginnîng October
1 instead of doferring such action untîl January 1. We in
this party support such a proposition berause wo put it
forward hast spring when the minister placed his white
paper on the subjoct of family ahlowances before the
House. We sajd at that time that rather than waît untîl
faîl, or untîl January, the increaso should corne into effort
on July 1. We gave assurances that had such a bill beeo
brought before the House for second reading at that tîme
we wouhd have assisted in socuring speedy passage for it
50 that it mighit have been împlemented before the
summer recess.

The minister bas assured us that negotiations are going
on with the provinces so as to work out the details of the
complex formula which has been devisod in order that the
provinces might have an effective say in the distribution
of the eight dollars additîonah t0 the $12 minimum. It
seems to ho a highly desirable formula, one which meets
the requiromeots of a complex federal state such as ours.
We accept the mînister's assurance that Ibis work will be
donc in timne for the bill tu ho passed by January 1 and,
speakîng for my party, I cao assure him that wo shahl do
everything we cao to support these efforts.

The proposal before us wilh provide Canadian families
wîtb an immediate increase in disposable income. The
second advantage of the srheme is its unîversal aspect. It
is onîy a year or so ago, I would remînd the House, that the
prescrit Minister of Labour (Mr. Munro) when ho was
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