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conditions, as well as the nature of the soil,
bave always bcd a direct influence on the kind
of products to be grown.

Rice, tee. coffee and olives would flot grow
under our Canadian climate. Nobody would
cncourage the cultivation of bananes, oranges,
grapefruits or nuts of any kind in the northern
part of tbe American continent. Our people
would flot believe their eyes if they suddenly
saiv hippopotami. eIep)lants, rinoceroses, giant
,stakes and monkeys, lions and tigers or other
anis of the African jungle, inveding our
niee St. Lawrence velley, and driving away
oui- peaceful mileli cows.

The first settiers of this land and their suc-
cessors devoted their lives to organizing the
dairy industry in Canada. The first mileli cows
were iiîiported here in 1606. This flrst experi-
ment did not succeed, but in 1636 other herds
of cattle were brouglit in, and this tiîne cattle
rai'zing was definitcly established.

At the beginning, herds were so smell that
-tiey siîpplied milk only for tbeir owners. But
fîrtber importations and breeding have been
(i(cý-loped to suicli an extent that in 1946
tbere were nearly 4,000,000 miich eows in
Canada. of xvbich over 1,000,000 were in the
prov ince of Quebec.

In 19,16 milcb cows prodoced in Canada
16.937,028,000 pounds of milk, which have been
iî',pd as follows: 325,591,000 pounds of buîtter:
148.060.000 pounds of cheese; 362,005,000
poiinds of concentrated milk; 15,783,000
pomnds of ice cream and 4,547,637,000 pounds
<'onýuîmed in its naturel state as milk and
cream.

W'itliotit takîng into consideration whiat is
coflsumc(i by the farmers, the cash income
tbus resulting from sales et home and ebroad
totalled, for tbe seme yeer, $285,604,000.

Our green ani rich pasture growving
meadows. vallYs andi priairies are natuî'ally
appropriate for the raising of milcli cows
whicli supply milk and rîîct t the peuple.
Each Near part of the livestock is slaîightercd
for the butcher tracte and r-eplqced bY better
grade cattie. tbus iînproving the quality of
cettie. This indiistry can ho lergely developed.
The raising of cattie and tbe production of
milk cen ha increased by et least one-thiî'd.
If we consider th'at about 15,000.000 acres of
new land can be tilled and that more than
10,000 old abandoned fims could be exploited,
we may easily arrive et the conclusion that
an increase of one-third is flot an exeaggere-
tion. Is it not easy to believe thet with the
eîîltivation of oid and new farms, the improvP-
ment of the soul and of the cattie. and wjth
new scientifie mnethods of farming we may
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secure for this country such a surplus of live-
stock ami milk produets eithei' for home
consumpiion or for export sales?

Having in mind the emnount of money
invested in livestock. in buildings and in
equipment of ail sorts for the maintenance
of catle, and for the production of miilk,
butter, cheese and evaporated or concentreted
miilk, we rcalize tiiet the econorny of Canada
os intimiately linked withi the dairy industry
aul that any policy tending to facilitate the
importation or fabrication of oleomargarine
would seriotisly impair oui' economic structure.

Representing a farmiing constituency, I anm
awere of tbe sacrifices made hy oui' people
in rnocernizing their dairv industry, l'y
iml)roving the quality of their herds of cettle
and establishing- well equipped butter and
cheese factories, many of tbem managed and
operat,?d i)ro-operatîves. Any atteinpt to
i)ring in an artificial produet would surely
disrupt the stability of tbe farming industry
in our country, in otir province and partic-
ularly in our region.

lin this post-wer period of reconstruction,
1 do0 not t bink artificiel mnethods of produc-
tion sbould suîpersede naturel ones. During
the wvar, artificiel rucans were resorted to for
sttppl3 ing the needs of the ermed forces and
vivilians in tbe devastated arees. Synthetic
food lias lîcen manufactured to meet a defic-
ie11lv of naturel food. But this wves done in
ex traord[inarv, ciî-cumstances. for the supply
of peoipie in need. not for those who cen have
a sufficient production for their maintenance.

In oui' province, the nature of the soil. the
climatic conditions, the feî'ming organizetion
and the necessity of complying with national
and international demands, oblige our farmers
to stick to the animal industry.

Let us suppose that a synthetie pilI could
1)0 made to replace bread. Whet would
happen to wheat? Wouild the wheet growers
who nontribute so miueh to oui' externel trade
discontinue or decrease their production?
W'ould thicy grow cotton-seed, soya beans.
corna nd peanuts instead of wheat? Mr.
Speaker, I now move the adjourament of the
debate.

(7'ron.sloei oii):

Mr. GEORGES H. HEON (Argenteuil):
Mr'. Speaker, before you celi it nine o'clock.
Could I ask my hon. friend a question? Would
tlic lion. member tell me the sour'ce of the
figures and statistics he quoted?

Mr. MARQUIS: They are fromn the Depert-
ment of Agî'ieulture and the Canada Year
Book.


