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W'bat I want to make clear to tbe bouse
and to tbe country is this, tbe time tbat an
election will take place, as to wbetber tbis
year' or next, wiiil dîepend upon developments
whicb will take place in tbis parliament or in
this country, or in relation to some tbings
wbicb mnay bappen in otber parts of tbe world
but wbicb bave an im-mediate bearing upon
conditions bore. The govermiment will reacb
its ewn dlecision witb respect te wbat in tbe
public interest it deems tbe 'best time te make
an appeal. However, I will give my bion.
friond this promise: tbe present adminýistra-
tion wilI net continue in office te the last
bour ef tbe last day of tbe last week of tbe
lest year that thbe constitution permits a
governîment te romain, as bappetned in the
case of a government of lion. gentlemen
opposite.

Mr. BENNETT: That was in 1896 whon
tbey were fighting for the rigbts of tbe
minority.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: My bon. friend
will remomiber tbe d'ate.

The leader of tbe opposition b'as made
certain references te changes wb.iol bave taken
place in tbe ministry sineo tbe last session.
Parliament experts a statement te be made
at the opening cd a session witb regard te sucli
changes, and I might as well, in order te
fulfil tbe obligation 'whic'h reSts upon tbe
leader of tbe bouse in tbat particu-lar, take
advaintage of tbe moment to state wbat I
imagine already is everywbere known.

I was in western Canada at tbe tîme of the
deatb. of tbe late Mr. Robb. As soon as I
returnod to Ottawa I took up witb my col-
leagues in coimnil tbe question od a successer
te bo appeinted te fill tbe position of Min-
ister of Finance. Witb tbe warmn and bearty
cooperation of members of the government 'i
advised His Excellency to oeil on tbe Hon.
Mr. Dunning, tbe prosent Minister of Finance,
te, fill tbat position. Mr. Dunning was ap-
pnin.ted on Novembs.r 26, and tonk office that
day. I tbink I m.ay say 'tbat tbe approval
whicb tbe country bas given t"st appointment
is as wide and general as was the expoctatien
that it would be macle.

Some littie time ago tbe Hon. Mr. Foi'ke
mentianod te me that if he 'were soe ten
years younger nothing would give him the
samie satisaction as te 'hoe able te oontinue in
tbe work of tbe administration, but hie ho1po
at some suitable time I would reliove him of
responsibilities wbicb bie Soît at bis years wero
becoming increasingly oeorous. It wi'll be
recal'led tbat tbe Hon. Mr. Foîrke took office
in 1926, and tbat bie 'bas been thse bead of the
Depart.mont of Immigration for oves tbre

years. I did nût t-hink my 'bon. frjend this
afternoon was very chivalrous in bis reimarks
with respect to Mr. Forke. I reoall that on
a previous occasion bie was si'milarly lacking-
in ch'ivalry in refference to the same gentleman.
May I say this, tbat I question very much
wbether any minister in any gorvernment bas
been a more loyal 'colleague or 'bas discharged
his duties more faithfully, more consoienti-
ously, or intdeed witb more ability and greater
human sympatbhy than did the Hon. Mr.
Forke bis TespOnsibilities as Minister of Immi-
gration. It was the vie'w of my colleagues ie
the cabinet geinerally, and it was my view,
that Mr. Forke's services were far toe valu-
able to bc lost to tbe public lîfe of this
country, that wîtb the wide experience lie
lias, particularly of agricultuiral problems, an
experience enbanced by the kno-wledge cf
national affairs ga.ined by bis many years as
a member of this bouse and as an edimini-
strator in the -cabinet, -it was desirable that
bis place in parliament should be secured
for as long a time as might be possible. Ac-
cordingly wben a, vacancy accurred in the
senate representatien in Manitoba, again with
tbe uni.tedl good-iwill of my colleagues, 1
recommended te His Exceilency the appoint-
ment of Mr. Forke to tbe Sonate, and at tbe
same time the appointment of a successor in
tbe cabinet to tbe Minister of Radlways and
Canais. Mr. Dunning at the time o~f bis ap-
pointment te tbe position of Ministeir of
Finance resigned the portdfolio of Minîster of
Railways -ad Canals. It was at that time,
after conferring 'witb meinbers of tbe goverfi-
mon! and witli t'beir bearty acquiescence, I
recom.mended. to His Excellency tbe appoint-
ment of tbe present minister, Mr. Crerar, wbýo
took office on the 3Oth of Noîvomber.

My 'bon. friend in the course of bis remarks
tbis afternoon said something about ag-ri-
culture; bie said it was the most 'important of
ail tbe industries in tbis country. Ue now
nods lis head in approval. Woll, amongst
otbor tbings a signal service bas I tbink been
clone agriculture by bringircg into the present
administration one wbo was minister of agri-
culture in a former administration and wbo
for a number of years was tbe leader of
tbe Progressive party in tbis bouse, and by
conserving for parliament in tbe apper
chambeT tbrougb years to come tbe services of
the otber gentleman wbo was also a leader
of tbe progreasive group in this parliamont
and tbat immediately prier to the time bie
came into tîbis administration. In otber words,
tbe administration bas succeeded in placing
in tbe two bouises of parliament tbe one to-day
in the Senate and tbe otber to-day in the


