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Hon. W. S. .FIELDING (Shelburne and
Queen's): Mr. Speaker, I would like to sup-
port the motion of my hon. friend from
Kamouraska (Mr. Lapointe), so eloquently
supported by my hon. friend from St.
Denis (Mr. Verville), but logically I fail
to see any good reason for it. I sym-
pathize heartily with the argument that
labour ought to be represented on this
Board. I hope the Government will keep
that in mind and see that labour is repre-
sented on the Board, and, if it be possible,
labour connected with the railway itself.
But there are other classes also that we
would like to see represented on the Board,
and I do not think it is wise to select one
partic.ular class and dictate as to their ap-
pointment. For example the hon. member
for Quebec South (Mr. Power) suggested-
and I like the suggestion-that among the
returned soldiers of the engineer corps,
there are a number .of very capable, men
and that it might be desirable that
one of this class might be found to go on
the board. There is not only the considera-
tion that we would have the benefit of his
skill as an engineer, but the fact that he is
a returned soldier means a good deal to us
all. But I do not think that you should
put it in an Act of Parliament that there.
must be one. This board ought to represent
different interests in the community and if
the Government do not see that all legiti-
mate interests are represented, that will
be a grievance for which we have a right
to call them to account. But I must say
that I do not see the logic of saying that
as respects one particular section, we will
put that in the Bill, but as respects all other
elements we will not say anything about
them at all. I do not think that is reason-
able. I sympathize warmly with the argu-
ment that labour ought to be represented
on the board, and if the Government fail
to provide in some way or other for the
representation of labour on that board it
will be pursuing a course for which at a
later stage it should be called to account
in Parliament.
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