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his most enduring monument will be the
splendid record of achievement which com-
memorates his name in every province of
Canada. Upon the tablet above the tomb
of the great -architect of St. Paul's Cathed-
ral, there is written this inscription, " Si
monumentum requiris, circumspice." So
of him, one of the greatest founders of our
Confederation, this may justly be said; if
you seek bis monument, look around you
and behold all that he wrought for the
Canada that he loved so well and served
so faithfully.

Right Hon. Sir WILFRID LAURIER:
Mr. Speaker, the House of Commons will
honour itself, even more than it will
honour the memory of Sir Charles Tupper,
by testifying in the most solemn manner
its appreciation of the many services and
arduous labours of one who was in his time, -
and who must remain for all time upon
its roll of honour, one of its most illus-
trious members, one who contributed in
no small degree to make Canada what it
is to-day. Sir Charles Tupper was the last
survivor of that galaxy of strong and able
men whom the Canadian people delight
to honour with the name of Fathers of Con-
federation. Amongst the able men, who
in the fall of 1864, assembled in the city
of Quebec with the object of finding a basi's
of union for the then disjointed provinces
of British North America, and whose united
efforts brought forth the Canadian Confeder-
ation, the name of Tupper stands eminent
among the most eminent. Fifty years and
mre have passed since that date, and per-
haps now, we are sufficiently removed froin
those stormy times to be able to frame a
correct estimate of the part played by the
statesmen of Canada in that intensely
dramatic period of our history.

Undoubtedly to George Brown was duc
the first initiation of Confederation. He
it was, who, by his strong and persevering
agitation against the un wieldy union of
Upper and Lower Canada, directed the des-
tinies of Canada towirds tht Confederation
c' the older provii.cs cf Biitish North
An:erica. It sceens to m:ie to be equally true
that if was Sir George Cartier who first put
the idea into shane when he set upon it the
seal of his essentially practical mind, and
brought to it the support of the one prov-
ince which was material to the idea, if
the :idea was ever to become a fact.

By his talent and ability, Galt lent aid to
the movement; still more did he do so by
obtaining for i the influential adhesion of
the strong minority in the province
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of Quebec, of which he was the illustrious
representative. It was the good fortune of
Tilley to be able, almost from the first, to
bring his province to support the idea with
a mininum of division and difficulty.
Macdonald was the last to come into flie.
If is of record that for many years he ch-
jeeted to any change in then existing con-
dition of things, and only a few days be-
fore the coalition of 1864 he had aumost
passionately antagonized the very idea of
a federal union. But when he did adopt
the principle he became at once the cap-
tain and the pilot. It was his master hand
that took hold of the helm, met difficulties
as they arose, arrived at solutions of unfore-
seen obstacles, and steadily and unerringly
directed the course until port was reached.
And what was the part of Tupper? lu his
day, this question of Confederation antag-
onized friends and divided foes. Now that
we may look upon it in the calm judgment
of history, if must be admitted, I think, that
Tupper brought to the cause more firm con-
viction and took more chances than did
any one else. It must be remembered that
at that time Nova Sceotia was completely
against him, and that instead of using time
and patience to win the province over to
the idea of Confederation, he forced it into
the union by the doubtful authoritv of a
dying legislature. The grandeur of the idea
strongly appealed to his mind, and he would
not let pass the opportunity which if missed
might not occur again for many years. If
he erred at all, he erred because he loved
not wisely but too well. Indeed, in order to
understand the action of Sir Charles Tupper
at this ifnportant juncture in the history of
our country, we must remember what was
the chief characteristic of the man. In
my judgment the chief characteristic of
Tupper was courage; courage which no
obstacle could down, which rushed to the
assault, and which, if roepulsed, came back
to the combat again and again; courage
which battered and hammered, perhaps not
always judiciously, but always effectively;
courage which never admitted defeat and
which in the midst of overwhelming disas-
ter ever maintained the prond carriage of
unconquerable defiance. This attribute of
courage was the dominant feature of his
whole public career, and perhaps never
Ishone more prominently than in the man-
ner in whch he entered publie lite. It
had not been hi.s lot to be born to wealth or
affluence. The son of a poor Baptist clergy-
man, he had succeeded by his own efforts
in obtaining an education, and winning a


