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Part, suggest Its being sent to the RailwaY
Comrnittee, but I would suggest, that it
would be well to consider sendlng it to a
special committee, particularly, If the min-
ister found it wns going to take too much
of is indivîdual tirne. A special committee
of twenty or twenty-five members could
best deal with legislation of this sort involv-
ing many detals and matters of great im-
portance. This Bill fi not a consolidation.
1Iflnd, on reading it that it la not like the
Bill presented by the minister last session.
That was a consolidation but this Is a new
law, and, above ail, lt introduces the sys-
tein of a rallway commission and gives that
commission far more extensive powers than
the Railway CommIttee of the Prîvy Coun-
cil ever had. I venture to suggest that bet-
ter progresa would be made, If the minîster
would agree that, lu view of the Importance
of hearing railwvay authorities on the sub-
ject, this Bill sbould be sent to a special
conimlttee to be threshed out there. This
would have the effect of lessening the la-
bours of the Committee of the Wboie. It
was found In the case of the CrIminal. Code
and of some other matters, that the work
of a special committee greatly lessened the
labours of the House, and when the Bill
carne Into Cormilttee of the Whole. it was
found that the work had been much short-
ened by the labours of the special commit-
tee, asslsted by the mînisters, and reduced
the time that the House found it necessary
to give to the conaideration of the Bill.

The MINISTER 0F RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. I may be allowed to make a re-
mark Iu answer to my hon. friend. I sug-
gested In my previous remarks that 1 had
lnvited frorn the railway people a fulhl ex-
pression of their vlews, and wished them
to crItîcise the Bill lu the amplest manner.
I have not the sllghtest desire that this
legisiation, though I arn promoting It, should
be adopted If, upon full consideration, it
Is found that any of its features are not
well calculated to further the object which
we have In vlew ; that la, whlle not injurlng
the railway interests of the country, to
promote the Interesta of the country as a
whohe. 1 have asked the railway people to
put their views before me lu writing, and if
they have flot doue so It bas becn
through no fault 0f mine. They bave no
doubt good reasons for baving falled to do
so. I understand that Mr. Hays bas been
absent, and the other gentlemen who are
associated with hlm did not wish to take
action until his return. We have heal-
tated la proceeding with thia Bill for that
reason, and for that reason alone. I amn
auxiaus ta make progreas with the Bill,
and It us Important that the session should
not be delayed and made ta drag along from
thîs cause. There are many members of
this House who are interested In special
features of the Bill, and lu respect ta which
they desire that some legialation should take
place thîs session ; and 1 have promised

Hon. Mr. TISDALE.

tbemn ln the Ralway Committee, where
these subjects have corne up, that tls Bill
would be put through, and that it was the
Intention of the governinent to press it Upon
parliament We have been deiayled In do-
ing so because we were waiting to hear frorn
the gentlemen of whorn 1 have .spoken. I
think It would be an advantage If we were
to proceed with the Committee stage and
dispose, at ail events, of many features of
the Bill, which 1 tb!nk are entlrely non-
contentious, about whIch there wiIl be no
dIfference of opinion. I think it la Impor-
tant to do this for the further reason, that
the Bill is not entirely a transcript of the
existing laws, nor was the Bill introduced
hast year a mere transcript of previous laws.
It Is a revision of the existing railway Acts,
as was the Bill last year, and 1 think It
does not differ in many material respects
from the Bill introduced last year, except
that we hope to perfect it ln its phrase-
ology and In its form. 1 tbink ut is mucli
improved lu that regard. Now if the House
is prepared to adopt that course and take
up the sections one by one. 1 arn sure it wlh
be an advantage ; and even though we rnay
corne across some features of the Bill about
wblch there may be a difference of opinion,
I tbink it would be an advantage if we were
to have the views of the membcrs of the
House upon those points. The discussion
could not be otherwIse than belpful, and
I arn sure time would not be lost. Any
feature of the Bill about wbidb a differ-
ence of opinion might develop, and which
might speclally interest the railway people,
we would defer for further consideration.

Hon. Mr. HAGGART. We know that the
rallways are greatly interested In this Bill.
To rny knowledge, I tbink ail the managers
of railways have formed themselves Into a
commlttee for the purpose of consldering
the provisions of this Bill, and the Cornmittee
have had it under serious consIderation ever
since It was introduced Into this House,
along wlth the legal talent of the different
railways who have been suggesting amend-
ments to it. I believe they have prepared
a report. It may be the fanît of Mr. Hays

The MINISTER 0F RAILWAYS ANI)
(JANALS. The report bas not yet been pre-
pared, at least the railway people have n.ot
yet matured their report.

Hon. Mr. HAGGART. I do not know
whether they have or not, but 1 amn sure
they have prepared the report.

The MINISTER 0F ILAILWAYS AND
CANALS. I arn giving the hon, gentleman
Mr. H1ays' atatement.

Hlon. Mr. gAGGART. I cannot say that
I have under my hand th¶ prlnted report.

The MINISTER 0F RAILWAYS AND
CANA LS. The hon, gentleman appenrs to
l)e better informed than I arn.
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