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On section 126,

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN, Section 126
is new and is as follows (—

For the purpose of legal proceedings, all
moneys subscribed by or for, or otherwise ap-
propriated to the use of, any corps, and all
arms, ammunition, clothing, equipment, musical
instruments, or other things belonging to, or
used by, any corps, shall be deemed to be the
property of the commanding officer of the corps;
and no gift, sale or other alienation, or at-
tempted alienation, of any such thing by any
person shall be effectual to pass the property
therein without the consent of the said com-
manding officer.

That is new and is copied from the Com-
monwealth Defence Bill. I think it is neces-
sary.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. I think it is a very
proper thing.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Might it not be
better to have the property referred to in
this section regarded as being the property
of the Crown for the purpose of legal pro-
ceedings. Why should you regard them as
the property of the commanding officer ?
They are for the public service of the
country.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. It is for
the purpose of enabling the commanding
officer to deal more easily with questions of
theft or the collections of arms that may be
issued by, him.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. What is the advan-
tage of calling the arms, ammunition, equip-
ment and clothing, which are really the
property of the Crown, the property of the
commanding officer, for the purpose of any
legal proceedings ? I do not see that there
is any advantage in doing that ? I cannot
see that it would expedite or facilitate legal
proceedings in any way. You are really de-
parting, in respect of those articles, from
the facts.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The property might
not be vested absolutely in the Crown. The
commanding officer might give certain ar-
ticles of equipment to the corps, for in-
stance, the headgear or musical instruments,
which would not be vested in His Majesty,
but rather in the particular corps with
which he is connected.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. You might have
the instruments provided for the purposes of
the band, but in_respect of nearly every-
thing in section 126, you find it is the pro-
perty of the Crown. It would be more fit-
ting to call everything the property of the
Crown than call all these articles, which
are really the property of the Crown, the
property of the commanding officer. It i
only a matter of detail, which I hope the
minister will look into.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Yes, the command-
ing officer might die or become insolvent.
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