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We, the undersigned revisers duly appointed
for revisal, section.......... No....y..., in the
ccunty of hereby solemnly
swear that we will well and faithfully discharge
the duties assigned to us without favour or par-
tiality, that we will place no name on the list

..................

of registry, and wili strike no name off the same, -

vnless we shall be satisfied that the same, by the

law under which we bave been appointed as

revisers, should be placed on opr struck off the:

game, and that we will in all respects conforin
to the s2id law, to the best of our jJudgment and
ability.

The hon. member for Inverness stared
that it was ridiculous to expect the revisers
to knew who heid a Dominion cffice within
the limits of the section in which they were
appointed to revise the lists, and yet this
{s the atfidavit which was taken by those
revisers. Now, there is another point. It
is Impossible to have ary such thing as a
unlversal system for the making of those
lists, even under the Act, when we have,
a8 we do in Nova Scotia, 200 or 300 different
revisers revising the lists to be used at elec-
tions for provincial and municipal purposes.
I feel that I would be perfectly safe In say-

 hon. member for Halifax (Mr. Russell) told
the Hoeuse that the lisis were only revised
-every two or three years, by the local re-
-visers. The lists are revised anpually, every
. winter.

Mr. RUSSELL. I rise merely to call at-
tentlon to a single point.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Will my hon
friend allow me to call attention for a mo-
‘ment to the statement made by the leader of
‘the House, in which I think we sll agree,
‘that we are dealing with a question of vast
‘moment, one that requires te¢ be dealt with
ir a calm and judleleus spirit ; and Io dealing
.with a guestion of this importance we have
‘reached ap hour that Is not ecalculated to
;enable us to deal with it in that calm and
icollected manner which is desirable, avg I
rsuggest to the hon. leader of the House,
-especlally with a view to prevent so great
a caiamity as that the leader may not .be
;able t¢ be with us, that he should consent
1to an adjournment. There Is this amend-
‘ment before the Chair with respect to the
'Indlans, an amendment te whichk I am pre-

ing that, under the machinery with which ‘pared to give my hearty support ; but when
these revisers are appointed, mot one out |that amendment is dizposed of there will be
of every three of those revisers sare com- | another amendment moved, dealing with
petent to interpret the Act. The machlnery | the question from the standpolnt of the gen-
by which their appolntment is made, is thig : jeral discusslon that has taken place to-night,
Under the existing circumstances we have |the question deait with by the hon. member
municipalities, we have the different dis- | for Yarmouth (Mr. Fiint). I hope that hon.

tricts of the municipalliies represented by
counclilors, each counciilor neminates the
revisers in hls own part of the municipality,
and the resuit is that in a great many cases
a number of those who are appoinied to re-
vise the lisis are incapable of interpreting
the statute. Consequently, cur ilgts are {m-
perfect, our lists are not made in conformity
with the statute, and so imperfect are our
lists looked upon that year after year it Is
the custom of the legislature of Nova Scotia
teo pass an Act legalizipg the voters’ lists
for the province, motwithstanding any ir-
regularity or anything that is st varisnce
with the statute. I belleve that kas been
the invarisble ecustom, and continues ¢o the
present day. Or account of the errors and
irregularities, and want of conmformity with
the law in making up those lists, 1t was al-
ways considered n ' to pass an Act
in the Parliament of Nova Scotia legallring
those lists, otherwise they could not be uzed.
Yet those are the lists that we are called
upon by the measure now before the House
to adopt as a basig for the franchise for the
electlen of members to this House.
There are other influences brought to bear
in the preparation of these ilsts and in thelr
revision. There are local influences, there
&re poiitical infuemces, and ali these infiu-
ences tend to make an imperfect list and cne
aitogether unsuited to the requirements of
the election of members to this Houge. The
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membez, who followed on the lines of the
hon. Solicitor General, will receive the sup-
port of the First Minlster in regard to re-
| moving any disqualification with respect to
officials that may exist In the franchise lasws
of the different provinces. Why I rose par-
ticularly, however, was for the purpose of
suggesting that while we should ilke o hesrt
the hon. member for Halifax (Mr. Russeil),
we have reached sn hour when the Prime
Miaister would be consulting the coaveni-
ence ¢f the Bouse if he would adjourn the
debate.

The PRIME MINISTER. I msy say for
my part that I shall always be wliiing to
counsider any amendirent which msay be offer-
ed from the other side with a view to the
improvemeat of thig Bill. I do not say that
this Bill {3 perfect ard should not be sub-
jeet 1o amerdment. At the same time I
wish to say to the hon. gentleman, who asks
the Houne to adjourn at twelve o’clock, that
we have not made the slightest progress.

8ir CHARLES TUPPER. We have done
a great deal.

The PRIME MINISTER. There {8 mno
tengible shape in which we c¢sn see it to-
day. If the hon. genileman wili tell me that
we will make 8 ressonable progress to-mor-
row, pass the Bill through committee to-
morrow, I hiave no objection to adjourning
at the present moment.




