
This shift will establish Canada as a feminist 
donor and a leader in promoting the 
empowerment of women and girls around 
the world.
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bilateral international development assistance through 
Global Affairs Canada for initiatives designed to 
achieve these goals.

CANADA AS A FEMINIST 
DONOR
Historical analysis of Canada’s international assistance 
spending since 2010 reveals that only 1 to 2 percent 
of investments have supported programming 
specifically designed to advance gender equality and 
the empowerment of women and girls—in 2015-16, 
only 2 percent of such spending was directed toward 
this goal. Additionally, program evaluations have 
demonstrated a diminishing focus on gender equality 
over time, especially over the past decade. This does not 
match the ambitious and positive role that Canadians 
expect their country to play on the world stage.

Combining these two objectives means that, by 2021-22 
at the latest, at least 95 percent of Canada’s bilateral 
international development assistance investments 
will either target or integrate gender equality and 
the empowerment of women and girls. This shift will 
establish Canada as a feminist donor and a leader in 
promoting the empowerment of women and girls 
around the world.

Global Affairs Canada will also ensure active and 
meaningful participation and decision making 
by women and girls in all international assistance 
initiatives, including in project implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation.

To make our feminist approach a reality, we will 
change this—and systematically measure our progress 
and results. Going forward, Canada will increase its 
support for initiatives that advance gender equality 
and women’s empowerment as their principal focus.

Global Affairs Canada bilateral international 
development budgets by gender targetingWe will ensure that 15 percent of all bilateral 

international development assistance investments 
specifically target gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls by 2021-22.
This represents both a dramatic shift in focus and a 
significant increase in investment.

No gender 
coding

I Gender 
M significant

Gender 
principal

5%18.2%29.1%

80%75.3%68.5%

We will also improve and increase the integration 
of gender equality and the empowerment of women 
and girls across all international assistance efforts. 
We commit to investing no less than 80 percent of 6.5%2.4%
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