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concerning the justice system. Although few in number, this radical faction
represents a moral voice that speaks out with full force in political debates,
sometimes influencing judiciai proceedings.

With more or less good wiii, the government has resorted to varlous ad hoc
measures in order to release some categories of detainee and yet avoid
violent protests. Selection committees (Commissions de triage) were the
first thing tried. Composed of represeritatives of the army, the
administrative authorities and prosecutors' offices, ail with different
opinions about releases, these proved a failure. The itinerant groups of
judicial staff members that succeeded them moved from one prosecutor's
domain to another's to conduct speedy examinations of files that
apparently contained no serious charges. These groups, which were
disbanded a short whiie ago, led to the release of several thousand people,
some, such as the sick and the elderly, for humanitarian reasons. Others
charged with attacks on possessions rather than lives were also set free.

According to the information availabie, around 10,000 detainees without
substantial charges against them were progressively released. The officiai
total of releases since January 1995 stands at 34,000. In December 1998
the Ministry of Justice opened a new campaign to get the prosecutors to
release another 10,000 detainees facing insubstantial charges. However,
caution is called for: it has happened that some of those set free have then
kllled those considered potentially dangerous witnesses against them and
have had to be rearrested, if they had not already disappeared.

Accorcling to the miles, a suspect can oniy be held in detention before
trial if there are serious charges against hlm or her, and if release wouid
be prejudicial to the investigation or to public order. Several factors
expiain the small number of releases authorised by the prosecutors or
by the heanings on pre-trial custody (chambres de conseil), the two
bodies authorised to arant them: reluctance on the part of the army, the


