
* bring technical expertise and experience to the policy-making process
* work with govemmnent to implement international agendas
* inform citizens about challenges and choices on the international agenda
* mobilize hurnan and financial resources to help solve local and global problems
* work to end human suffering
* help hold govemnments accountable.

Working with civil society and the NGO comxnunity is critical to forwarding the human
security approach. With their help we are attempting to create a new political constituency to
enforce existing international law and creatu ïiew conventions to deal with emerging threats. This
unique coalition adds strength to the belief that the protection of the individual is an essential
precondition for international peace and security. Activism, the likes of which we witnessed
during the Ottawa process and the lead to the establishmnent of the International Criminal Court,
would flot have been possible without information tecbnology. By expanding our use of
information systemns we can change the politics of hurnan security. But, we are only at the
beginning of the curve in determiiiing the potential of this new tool. The explosion ini dot.com.
enterprises, e-commerce and integrated networks that are rising for purposes of marketing,
financing and advertising ini the private sector is having a profound impact on how business is
conducted. We need an equivalent creative burst to serve the common good -- to advance the
welfare and safety of individuals. A global compact starts when humnanity bonds against
aggression and atrocities. The Minister concluded his address by relating a story of young Hutu
and Tutsi girls who chose to stand together in the face of genocide and perished side by side in


