An issue of importance not considered in
any detail is the impact of possible
response strategies (developed by
Working Group III) on the .scenarios
used here.- Thus, a major change in
energy production from fossil fuel to
nuclear or renewable energy sources
could drastically alter our assessments,
Further, changes in agricultural practice
could dramatically alter yields of
particular crops in certain " regions.
These impacts of response strategies
require much additional work.

Despite all these uncertainties, it is
possible to make assessments of
potential impacts of climate change by
considering the sensitivity of natural
systems to significant variations. These
are summarised in the following sections
under: agriculture and forestry;
terrestrial ecosystems; hydrology and
water resources; human settlement,
energy, transport, industry, human health
and air quality; world ocean and coastal
zones; seasonal snow cover, ice and
permafrost.
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