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where, for the first time, the leaders of the seTen major Western
inlustriel ^l^^,cracie6 endorsed the concept of s*stain&L•le
development. A week later, Toronto hosted the C nference on the
Chanqing Atmosphere which identified the continu^nq CO2 build up
as a- major hazard and called for collective dçtion to curtail it.

In September of last year, my coi.^eayué, the
Minister of Finance, presented the World Bank with a plan to
ensure that protection of the environment in a m^jor'element in
the bank's development projects. This past FebrWary, legal
experts from around the world gathered in Ottawa to consider the
elements of an international legal convention on the atmosphere.
In March, I attended the Environmental Summit in The Hague which
.gave further impetus to the concept oY.sustainabie development as
a policy for all nations.

In July, the environment was at t4e top of all
leaders, agendas at the Economic Summit in Paris& In Kuala
Lumpur, in October, at the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting, developing countries and developed countries alike
acknowledged that the environment was a collectilre responsibility •
and endorsed the concept of sustainable development.

'While international cooperation is crucial,

environmental protection beqins at home. That is why the
Canadian governmant is furZdamentally re-examinin^ its approach to
the environment and will be announcing a national plan carly in
1990.

The major environmental challenges cannot be met
in any country without the revenues crenerated by economic growth.
But ror growth not to be self-defeating, it must be
énvironmentally sustainahle. susrainAhle tievelarimant- as
conceived by the Brundtland commission, means coon sense
development; it means resnecting nature, not violating it; it
means protecting our children's birtiiriQht, not consuming it. It
means integrating cnvironmcntal imporativea into oconomic
decision-making, to prevent damage, not just cleaning up after
the damage is done.• -

The agreements Canada and-the Soviet Union
c:cncrlucied CdrliCL- this wCe}i will help k;oth sides in making their

economic developmanr-. wnvi ronmwne:a 1. l y susta i nahl a j i ncl udi ng 'in
^:hp Arc.t i c: and other northern reginn5. The dyretmenk.s Uperi a r1Cw
era in bilateral cooperation. They cover atrospheric pollution,
and ci.iIDai,e r 3sCa rl..^. , f rESh wa û2r pollution ai1G water res8ai cn, •

nuclear safety and Arctic marine pollution. The last agreement
provides for bilateral cooperation in the prevention and clean-up
or oil spills in fragile northern waters. We would like to see
such cooperation expanded to include other Arctic countries.


