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A letter was sent to each of the Provincial Deoartment of

,Ed.ucati on reauestin;; information c,n the teachinn of Latin tLmerica in the

primary and secondary schools. Oi-- i.y Ontario had not replied at the moment

of completion of this report.

The resDonse shows.tht3.t• Latin America is not a ineglected field by

any me ans. More time i s spent sti.ic"iyinF; it at -,rimary leve ]. on such torAc s

as "Plains 1ife." ( Argentina) ", "lioi-!ntain life" (14exi_co) than is done, in

most cases, in the ..,econdar,y schoo l- curriculium. The latter includes mention

of the conr,uest, the wars of independence, the 14onroe Doctrine, and the Good

ïTeighbour Policy, but the study of post-indcpnndence Latin A^rnerica is usUally

Mentioned in the ^.iider context of :^-uropean and North American a`'fairs. It

is worth nothing that students in the province of ^uebec get fewer hours of

instruction on Latin America and, also, rarely discuss the post-independence

period. This is not the case in the eight other provinces where -',here is

planned 6iscussi on on the republica-ui period.

The correspon.i.ence in Ir1t.,'_n rlmerice.n =%.ivi.sion files inclu.ded a

nunber of reru.,st.., from school. chilr,ren and univc-,rsity st.-i.dents. They a 1-.Ja,ys

neede(i information on "Canada and the 0A-3" for their essays and debates.

Ti?is demonstr--±.es that teachers and ~^rofe.ssors continue to regard. Canada and̂

the 013) as a worthy topic.

The exr>osure to Latin A-norica in the social studies

no doubt increase as more teachers become famili_ar with The area. rertainl-;;

the enro1l7-,,,ents in aniversity ex-ten-,ion and s-umi,er courses on I-O-,in A.merica

inaicate that there is interest in -,niS ^^^ _Otlr^t îielrl.. !Inci tea.ch:rs who

have an i_ntere:at and awa.reness of ,^, xotic" -;i.bj:cts have an opportunity to

present them In the majority of nz•o-rLricia L Cduc îtiona.l n o-r..,amm ,.


