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A letter was sent to each of the Provincial Department of
fducation requesting information cr. the teaching of Iatin America in the
primary and secondary schools. Only Ontario had not replied at the moment

of completion of this report.

The response shows. that Tatin America is not a neglected field by
any mesans. ﬁore time is spent studyihg it at primary lsvelIOn,such topicsi
as "Plains life (Argentina)", Miountain 1ife" (Mexico) than is done, in
most cases, in thé secondary school curriculuﬁ.'-The latter includes mention
of the conruest, the wars of inéependence; the Honroe Doctrine, and the Good
Heighbour Policy, but the study of post-independence latin America is usnally
mentioned in the wider conﬂext of ﬁufopeanland North Americaﬁ affairs, It
is worth nothing that students in the province of Guebec getﬁfewer hours of
instruction on latin America and, also, rarely discuss ths post-independence

period. This is not the case in ths eight other provinces where thers is

planned discussion on the republican period.

The correspondence in Iat’n American Uivision filss included a
number of requssts from school children and university students. TH@y alnays‘
ﬁeedéd information on "Canada snd the OA3" for their essays and dehates,

This demonstrstes that teachers and .rofessors continue to regard Canada =and

the 043 as a worthy topic.

The exposure to Iatin America in the socizl studies prosremmes wil:
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no doubt increase as more teachers bhecome familiar with *he area. Certainly
the enrolluents in university extension and simmey courses on Iatin America
indicate that there is interest in “his "ewotie" fiecld, And teachsrs who

have an interest and awareness of "exotic!" znbjects have an opportunity to

present them in the majority of provincial educational prozrammes.



