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Exhibit features lost paintings by renowned Quebec artist

3:: Paintings, once considered to be
°"_9 the finest works ever painted by
mg’:;’";e Plamondon, one of Canada’s
i amf)u.s'early artists, are featured
N exhibition recently opened at the

Ontreal Museum of Fine Arts.

Antoine Plamondon (1804-1895). The
:,’7'7 of the Cross of the Church of Notre-
- e de qutréa/ is the first exhibition

Oted entirely to the religious works
QUebthis .famous. nineteenth.-cent.ury
al siec Damt.er. It -|s _also the first t.lme
Ostx' surviving pglrw-tlngs qf the artist’s
s Important religious suite have been

N together in this century.
i cof:?.Quebec artist Antoine Plamondon

: Sld.ered one of the most important

i:)rkovmce has ever produced. Although
,Ortra-n-own today prin"1ari|y asa b.rlll'!ant

re.'t'St, most of his many paintings
In fact religious works.

sna196-1' the Montreal Museum of Fine

Cquired the six surviving canvases of

th T:’?t important religious commission

tist ever received: the 14-station

a
Y of the Cross suite for Notre-Dame

aWarrgh in Montreal. This commission,
t°th ed in 1836, was a great compliment

ticEdetVOUng artist, who had been appren-
EUrc)pO Joseph Légaré and had studied in
D'QCti: in the 1820s before setting up
Witg efln Quebec City. The masterful
m()ndg 14 paintings that Antoine Pla-
N°tfeg produced over three years for
o ame was rejected by the Church

li .
losg Wrgica| grounds, but was nonethe-

triumalled by contemporary critics as a
» and may still be considered one

Portrait of Soeur Saint-Alphonse (7841).

of the finest religious series ever produced
in North America. In colour alone,
the power and impact of these paint-
ings is unsurpassed in nineteenth century
Quebec art.

After their rejection by the original
client, the paintings in the suite suffered
indignities and even a few more triumphs.
They eventually disappeared, and the six
surviving works were only rediscovered in
an attic in the 1930s. A series of contem-
porary documents enables the public to
visualize the eight lost episodes and to
follow the suite’s unusual fate. Didactic
panels and photographic material also
provides a detailed study of the European
works which inspired Antoine Plamondon,
including paintings by Cardi, Mignard,
Jouvenet, Stella and Titien.

eDosit: ¢ e .
Position from the Cross, oil on canvas, painted by Antoine Plamondon in 1839.
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Canadians plan film on Picasso

Tom Patterson, founder of the Stratford
Festival, and art gallery owner Chris
Yaneff have acquired the option to pro-
duce a film based on Life with Picasso,
Francoise Gilot's account of the time she
spent with the late artist.

Miss Gilot, who lived with Pablo
Picasso from 1944 to 1954 and is now
married to medical pioneer Dr. Jonas
Salk, had turned down all offers from
producers in the 20 vyears since her
memoir was published. According to Tom
Patterson, “‘even her agent was surprised
when she agreed to talk to us. But Miss
Gilot made it clear that it was the Strat-
ford connection that had impressed her
the most”. The festival, however, will
have no part in the production of the
film.

The author and Claude, her son by
Pablo Picasso, are to work with Tom
Patterson and Chris Yaneff on the film
and, although she has final approval on
all aspects of the project, “’she’s so co-
operative we’re not worried. She has
agreed to everything we’ve wanted except
the choice of director’’, Tom Patterson
said.

Casting will not be decided for another
two months, although a number of actors
including Ben Kingsley and Anthony
Quinn are said to have expressed interest
in playing Pablo Picasso in past years.

Tom Patterson said the role of Miss
Gilot will be as important as Pablo
Picasso’s, and the film will be “in the
form of a love story’’. Budget and other
details are not yet known, but it is ex-
pected the film will be shot on location
in France next fall.

Arts briefs

Julio Ness, an ltalian-born singer-
composer who lives in Toronto, was
named top performer in one of Latin
America’'s top song competitions for
his rendition of Love Is Here To Stay.
The competition was held in Vina Del
Mar, Chile.

Canadian cellist Ofra Harnoy gave the
Arthur Bliss Cello Concerto its North
American premiére recently in Santa
Barbara, California. The piece received
its world premiére in 1970 from Mstislav
Rostropovich in Aldeburgh, England.
Lady Bliss, widow of the English com-
poser, travelled from London for the
event.




