THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

USEFUL BOOKS.

lWe think that the REVIEW can be of use to teachers by

bnngmg to their notice books likely to be useful in the school-
room, in a fuller and more authoritative way than is possible
in our regular book notices. With this end in view, we
propose to devote a column or so every month to a detailed
description of some one book, pointing out its advantages
for the teachers’ work, and giving some suggestions how it
may be used. This month Professor H. G. Perry, whose
authority on the subject will be admitted, recommends Mrs.
Comstocks’ book on Nature-Study.] '

The Handbook of Nature Study, by Anna
Botsford Comstock, Lecturer in Nature Study in
Cornell University, stands unique among nature
study writings, both in the manner of presentation
and the comprehensiveness of subjects. Its bright,
cheery, vivacious style breathes of the life of out-
of-doors. There is motion, interest and joy in
every sentence, and whole lessons in every para-
graph. No other single book on nature-study fills
so many needs of the school, and contributes so
much to the information of the home in so clear
and practical, and in so impressive and attractive
a manner. :

The book has been designed to meet the needs
of the least-trained teacher, and through it she
may learn precisely how to present the delights
of nature. The facts that the teacher should know
regarding each topic are given, or suggested as the
“Teacher’s Story"’; this is followed by a lesson in
which are outlined some of the observations to be
made by the children. The great merit of the
book lies in the fact that the interest of both
teacher and pupil is aroused, and together they
seek with keen delight the open book of nature.

There are two hundred and thirty-four lessons,
with about one hundred and fifty bearing directly
on Agnculture

The book is divided into four parts. Part I
treats of the Teaching of Nature-Study; Part II,
of Animal Life, comprising such sub-divisions as,
I, Bird Study; II, Fish Study; III, Batrachian
Study; IV, Reptile Study; V, Mammal Study;
VI, Insect Study; VII, Other Invertebrate Animal
Study. Part III, of Plant Life, comprising, besides
an extended introduction, I, Wild-flower Study;
11, Cultivated-Plant Study: III, Flowerless-Plant
Study; IV, Tree Study; and Part IV, of Earth and
Sky.

The work is pubhshed by the Comstock Pub-

lishing Company, Cornell Heights, Ithaca, New
York, and is a large 8vo. volume, with an attractive
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green-and-black-check cloth binding with gold let-
tering, comprising xviii+938 pages, and adofned
with over 1,000 illustrations. :

Thebookmaybehadfromthepubhshersas
follows:—

The one volume edition sells for $3.25, poetpa"d,
$3.65; bound in two volumes, $4.00, postpai
$4.50. These volumes are sold separately at 32.90
each, postpaid, $2.25. Volume I includes ?aﬁl
I and II; Volume I1, Parts I1I and IV ne :
above.

This work should be in every school iibrary
and in the hands of every twcher and student
nature study subjects PERS
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