
336 The PrlnGe EdWard ISionci MagaZine

the moon and stars, the movements of air andi water as the actions ofliving beings beastial or hurnan. Could we do so and, appreciatingtheir mental and moral condition, realize the world as they realizetiit, these old nmyths would become not mnerely intel ligible but altogetherreasonable. Hlave you ever noticed a chilti beat andi scolti a chairagainst whiclî lie had fallen ? Was there ever a time when ta you awatch was alive ? The child's idea nîay seem sily to the adult butdid it »iot embody an actual perception andi, thoiîgh subsequentstudy enahieti him to formn a more intelligent coniprehension of thefacts for which lie cast aside his tirât mental image as inadequate,insteati of being useless was it not a necessary step in the stairway ofknowledge?
Prior- to the st eclipse of the sun the Chinese Court issuedinstructions tu a numuber of Notables, directing tiieui to arrange aprogramme of action to be taken in vîew of tlue fact that the sunwould agaîn be threatenied by the monstrous dragon who periodicallyseeks ta gwallow iL. The Chinese were sufficiently verseti inastronoiny to determne the perioti of eclipses whien our ancestorswere ignorant barbarians. Wbat ineans tlîr retaining such anabsurd mental image ? Froni auir point of view it is rank superstition;yet tils fanciful picture unidoubtedly cinhodies the perception of atruith whicli the miost precise astronoinical ittenîent conipletelyigniores, -a phiase of it too tliat appeals particularly to the easternnîlatd whicli ever cotcerns itself more with the niystery that liesbehînd the seen tlian withi thie'seen itacif. Light swallowed up byDitrkness -Goodti reatenied by Evil. Can the human mind grapplewith suchi a problemn sas-e by a creative effort of the inmaginationwhicli if interpreted literally muiist appear as tank superstition ?If ya question the sanie people as ta why they ohject ta havingrailways or telegraph lines ruan across their coiuntry they would tellyou that these mîighit offend Feiig Shuî-the local goti as we woulilmnost efTaneotnsly put it. Feng Shui is rather an indefinite abstract

deication of ail the tunseen agencies which make a locality exactlywhat it is, andi what they dîsad is that the introduction of new factorsiniay ulpset the existing harniony and leaud to disastrous cluanges.areasonable thought ta a race whose dominant characteristic iscon.evtsn Are aur awn mental images, wheîî we venture taprujeet unir thoughits into the realmas uf the unknown, of a very muchhiglier arder. Iteaven's streets paveti with gold,--hunuan heîngs equip.

pMi with wi ngq and provideti withi golden liarps-,-tlie popular ideas ofDebarahi and the D)evil. WVe are prune tu flatter ourselves tlîat wehave replaceil ail eruditiea of thaught hy au accurate 1,-nowledge, but


