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“IF YE BREAK FAITH”’

One of the great pictures painted during the war is entitled
““The Great Sacrifice’’
his head. At the foot of the cross a soldier is lying dead. One hand

Jesus is shown on his eross. ‘A halo is about

rests on the feet of Jesus, the blood is flowing from a bullet wound in
the head. The hand on the feet of Jesus conveys the thought of the
artist. That touch unites Jesus and the soldier in a common sacrifice.
The soldier is not represented as a saint. That would not be true.
But he is one who strives to reach out and touch the feet of perfect
ooodness and eternal love, touches them and dies trusting in divine
mercy. That is one of the great pictures produced by this war. It is
oreat because it is true, great because it is beautiful, great also
because of the faith and hope that it expresses and inspires.

The war upon which we may at this season very properly reflect
has taught us some véry important lessons. Among others not the
least is this: that life does not consist in the abundance of the things
a man possesses, but rather in the amount and quality of the service

upon the moral quality of our thoughts and actions that the future
peace of the world depends. The East and the West henceforth are
one. Men of the Weést and men of the East have toiled and fought
and suffered and died together. They have been linked together by
the mingling of their own blood in a common sacrifice and they must
henceforth live together and endeavor to understand one another.
Our ideals and our thinking must be shared with them and theirs
must be allowed the courtesy of an open-minded hospitality. What
is good in one must be entertained by ‘the other. We must therefore
strive to maintain wisely the peace the dead have died to obtain. The
challenge our dead soldiers make to us is still imperative. ‘Keep faith’
and let them sleep in peace.

We that are left must ‘carry on’. We feel the impulse of a larger
life and see the light of the dawning day. It is a great time to live.
It is a great privilege to be able to look forward to making an
investment of life in Canada, so vast, so varied, so rich in possibility,
5o beautiful, so free. We go on with our work, we enter a new year
looking behind, and lingeringly remember the men who have died and
given us in their death a stimulus to follow a nobler ideal. They are
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Measure our life by loss and not by gain
And say, ‘‘Thank God he has enough.”’
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- “If ye break faith’’. The soldier lying in Flanders fields, speaks,
and his voice sounds over the booming of 'the guns. ‘“If ye break faith
we shall not sleep though poppies blow in Flanders fields.”” Perhaps
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been no time when the eall was so inspirative and bound up with so
oveat possibilities of good or ill as it is at the present. Did our men
fight and die merely to defeat the Prussian foe? We misread the
meaning of their sacrifice if we think so. That was their primary
aim but not the whole or ultimate aim. They fought to defend the
truth against a falsehood, the right against the wrong, the weak
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against the strong, justice from injustice, and righteousness against
unrighteousness. ;

So if we would keep faith with them who died in Flanders fields
we must still fight on in the cause for which ‘théy died.. It will be a
sad day when having conquered the Prussian tyrant we shall submit

to the cleverer tyranny and oppression of the devil. The foe that is
without is less deadly than the foe that is within. An enemy in our
home is more dangerous than one outside. And one in the secret of
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meanings of the war. We break faith with the dead soldiers when we go
back to the ideals of selfishness and ambition that were dominant
before the war. We break faith with them when we cease to consider
the moral substructure of society, not only of our own part of it,
which is most important. We must be far more careful of the moral
quality of our homes, our pleasures, our business, our schools and our
churches. A deeper sincerity must ring through all our i 2l
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