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“THE SLACKER”

(A contributor who signs him-
self “‘Interested Montreal Reader’’,
has contributed the following verse.
We believe the lines will find an
echo in the hearts of many, many

" men, who hesitated,—and then did

the right thing. The man who
hesitated too long, will never escape
regret. The man who answered the
call, can never regret it.)

I held back two years from en-
listin’,
And never a thought did I give

-Po the boy that was doin” the

fightin’

And dyin’, that others might live.

I said, ‘‘I’ll let others go do it,”’—

The fightin’ in which I should
share—

And ‘‘If they gets killed that’s
their pienie,

There’s no reason why I should
care.”’

I knew that the Germans were
brutal,

I’d heard of the deeds they had
done ;

I wish they were extermined,

I hated them, every one.

But still I held back from enlistin’,

A coward, a dastard, a bum.

Thete’s no name too bad fer to
call me,

I deserved them, I did, every one.

I sported a pin and a wateh fob,

Kid gloves and a gay coloured tie,

And a ring set with rubies and
diamond,

I tell you I was some swell guy.

I went with the girls to the
“nickels”’,

I took them to dances galore,

While my brothers were fightin’
for freedom,

And givin’ their lives by the score.

For two years I. kep’ from en-
listin’

Then as I was passin’ along

One day, down that street by the
barracks,

I heard just a snateh of a song.

I stopped where I was, and I
listened,

Then I heard a trampin’ of feet,

And T saw about three hundred
soldiers,

All  marchin’
Street.

along Duckworth

I stood for a moment and Watched
them,

Then turned on my heel to go home,

Wilien a soldier stepped up elose

beside me

And said, ‘“Now’s the time matey,
come,

'Tis high time you had on the
khaki,
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Come show up your manhood to-
day,

Show up the good stuff you are
made of,

Go up, and enlist right away.’’

I turned and I walked off and left

him,

But somehow the words seem to
prick,

And for several days and nights
after,

These words to me always did
stick :—

¢ Mig high time you had on the
khaki,

Come, show up your manhood to-
day,

Show up the good stuff yon are
‘made of,

Go up and enlist right away.”’

For a week more I kep’ from en-

listin’;
But those words still were urgin’
me on,

So next day I went up and enlisted,

And a neat suit of khaki did don.

I tried to keep back, but I couldn’t,

For always a voice seemed to say,—

“(Come, show up the stuff you are
made of,

(o up and enlist right away.’”’

I threw off my ring and my watch
fob,

I gave all my old duds away;

For khaki suits best my com-
plexion,

I'm glad I'm a soldier to-day.

I have fought, I have toiled, I have
sweated,

I have gone many days without
food,

I’ve been wounded in hand, arm
and ankle;

But I wouldn’t go back if I could.

For justice, for
honour
We’ll fight, and if need be we’ll
die;

But we need many others to help
us

Keep the ‘“Union Jack’’ floatin’
on high.

"Tis time boys, you had on the
khaki,

Come, show your manhood to-day,

Show the good stuff you are made
of,

Go up and enlist richt away.
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OBEY THAT IMPULSE!

Get a copy of ‘‘Knots and
Lashings’’ to send to the folks back

home. You may be sure they will
be glad to get it. The postage is
one cent.

0O
- 48

We respectfully urge the men of
the Engineer Training Depot to
patronize our advertisers. They are
helping us. Let us reciprocate.

freedom, for|.
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% RITZ CARLTON HOTEL

ﬁ! MONTREAL %
’%i TARIFF ‘ X

%E Single Room and Bath from $3.00 up. ﬁ!
ﬁi Double Room and Bath from $5.00 up.

¥

¥ Canada’s Finest Hotel ﬁj

% 2 For reservations apply to Frank §. Quick, Manager. %
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Res. Tel. 62.

Office Tel. 38s5.

PETER J. OCAIN,

COAL AND WOOD

INSURANCE BROKER
31 Richelieu Street, ST. JOHNS, P.Q.

ard door from Merchants Bank.

P. O. Box 477.

THE BEST

ICE CREAM IN CANADA

IS SUPPLIED TO THE CANTEEN BY

THE MONTREAL DAIRY CO. LIMITED.

NATIONAL HOTEL

ST. JOHNS, Que.
N. Lord, Proprietor.

A FIRST CLASS HOTEL FOR TRANSIENT AND
PERMANENT GUESTS. 5 Fios

we==~ALL MODERN CONVENIENCES.

pe=REASONABLE RATESV

ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

INCORPORATED 1869,
Capital Authorized - - $ 25,000,000

Capital Paid Up - - 12,911,700
Reserve and Und1v1ded Profits, 14,324,000
Total Assets - - 300,000,000

HEAD OFFICE, MONTREAL.

365 Branches in Canada and Newfoundland.
Thirty-eight Branches in Cuba, Porto Rico, Dominican Republxc,
Costa RICB. aud Venezuela.

LONDON, ENGLAND NEW YORK CITY
Bank Bldgs., Princes St., E.C. Cor. William and Cedar Sts.
Business Accounts Carried Upon Favorable Terms,
Savings Department at all Branches.
St. Johns Branch, F. Camaraire, Manager.
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