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ROMANCE.

My love dwelt in a Northern land.
A grey tower in a forest green

Was bers, and far on eithier hand
The long wash of the waves was seen,

And leagues on leagues of yeliow sand,
And woven forest bougbs between.

And through the silver Northern night
The sunset siowly died away,

And bords of strange deer, lily-white,
Stole forth among the brancbes grey;

About the coming of the light
Tbey fled like gbosts hefýore the day 1

I know flot if the forest green
Stili girdles round that castie grey;

I know not if the boughs between
Tue wbite deer vanish ere the day

Above My Love the grass is green,
My heart is colder than the dlay!

-From Mr. Lang'8 "RIyme d la Mode."

TOBOGGANIN(l IN THE ALPS.

TiE "snowing-in " period is of ton supposed to hoe an extremely objection-
able and alinost intolerable tiiîne. Like s0 many other tlîings, it is not so
bad as it la liaintoti. No doubt tlîe thawiîîg of fresh-fallon snow is not
pleasant, aLnd the large quantity which of ton falis tonds to nîako it stili
more disagreeable ; but iii a lîiglî lying place, liko St. Moritz, for instance,
the water quickly runs off, sud owing to tlîo oxtreme dryness of the air
largo quantities of ioisturo speedily evaporate. This transition period
does not last long. A few days of unsottled weatlîer lead, as a rule, to
the bevavy downfall, aud thon a speil of calm, cloudiess days will usually
follow. Wheei vehlicles are repiaced by siedges, snow gaiters are put on,
sud visitors as well. as natives give tbemselves up to tlîe pleasures of
tolîogganing. The toboggan is s smali siedge, about forty-two inchos
long b>' fourteen luches wide, on iron runnors. The rider drags it
to the top of a *steep snow iope, on which the snow lias heen beaten
down so asto beconie liard, sits îîstride it with foot sligiîtiy pro.jecting in
front, and îîhlows himsolf to stide. Soon ho is rushing tbrough the air at
a treineuidouK Pace ; ail bis attention is bent os turning tho corners neatl>'
andl with le tast possible interferenco witb the motion of the machine.
Faster and faster lie goos downi the steep incline, with a cry of IlAnbtung !"
to warn anyone off' tue course ; at tho saine time lie keops a sharp look-
out for dangers ahead, until ho reaches tbe long pioe on the lovel whiciî
ends lus journey. Strange to say, thero are vory fow accidents, *although
the Kpeod is considenable, of ter arnounting to mono than tweîity-five miles
an hour. The mîode of guiding a toboggan is cither by pressing lightly
witb the licols on the snow on tho sido towards whicti one wistîos to go, or
b>' using ono of two sticks bield in tue bauds. B>' pressing botl, feet tho
brako is applied and the machine roadil>' stopped, except wlien tlîe upper
surface of the track in glazoîl with ice ; in tlîis case a hiait in Madle by
rtinning ot the course into the soft 8flow on oither band. Toboggan-runs
ci bie mnadle on an>' sloping ground. The snow roquires to hoe first mnore or
bass consoiidated on tho suîrface to provont the nunners front sinking in.
At St. Moritz, whicb is tlîo ouI>' place in the E.ngadine wbere many
visitors have stayed iii tlîe winten, tliere are three runs. One goes tbnough
tho village, tlion atong s road teading to the St. Monits Batbs, and finishes
under the Engtislb Ctîurcb. On this course there in always much uncer-
tainty in turiiing tbe corner of the village streot as to wbat may ho
cncouîîtered funthon on, and it in frequont>' nocessan>' to exorcise special
cane, and sometirnes even to slacken speed, in passiug slodges, as the borses
drawing them are liot always accustomod to toboggans provided not oniy
with slîouting niders, but often witb jingling cow-hells. Another rua at
St. Moritz Ieads from the front of the Kulm Hotol, along a foot-path,
tbrougli a gate padded witb sacks to diîninisb the discoînfort of a col-
lision; it thon goos down a fligbt of stops, whicb, covoned ovor and banked
Up with 5110w, givo a very Bteep slopo, turns sharp to the loft, and s0 b>'
one or two curves runs on to the frozon surface of the lake. No one
who bias not tried it cati realize how mucb variet>' a course like tlîis cani
supply in a short three minutes. Many wore the occasions, during Borne
races hetd there, on which the toboggan and its rider parted company,
the first to perform a journo>' alone, the latter to be sbot forward and
buried in tbe snow. But the favourite run is b>' a Steep footlîpatb on
the way to Samaden. Here, late in the season, when the track bias
become glazed with ice, the speed, is enormous, and there is one corner
round which one always looks eagorly for the first peep of the higbway
to sc if there are an>' sledges coin ing aiong the road, which migbt hring
hefore one, in a very unpleasant manner, the dangers of a level crossing.
Wbon the track la in good condition for fastest going this road is alto-
gether cleared b>' the toboggan, a sligbt riso on one side of it giving a
sufficient elevation to enabie the macjhiine to, shoot over it, and corne to
ground sorte distance on tho other nide, thence to dash on at express speed
towards its final leap. There is a feeling of boundiosa oxhilaration in
thus flying through the air wbicb cannot bie imagined unless it lias been
experienced. The only tbing at ail regembîîng it if; riding on a locomo-
tive engine, but tbe jolting and bumping in the latter euae are absent on a

good, though by no0 means on a bad, toboggan course, and the rider is Imueh
more master of his machine, which, though. goingr at nearly equal speed,
cani ho almost immediately brought to rest. The delight of this excitnfg
sport may hoe much intensifled if it be carried on by Moonli ght. Then the
extreme cold of the night freezes thei upper surface of the snO and k
the travelling faster than by day. There is a feeling of weirde5~ss 1
douht as one dashes into the masses of shadow projected fron
gable. The attention is strained to the utmnost to avoid any lur-kinlg Perls

that have to be detected by eyes dazed with passing from brilliant molOfl

long speed into the brightness beyond.-P-of. J. F. Main inl

THIE FuTILITY OF REVOLVERS.
IF we wish to shoot any one bccause we thirik poorly of his Otia

principles, bis taste ini dress, or the like, it is certain that a &Ctwo-scatter
shtgn"at close quarters, "ainied low " (like Considine'S cut-clan

decanter), is mucli more to be reiied on than a revolver. A dagg«er, tOO
in a bold, deterîinied biand, possesses many advalitagcs. But it bias thdenioustrated, in the case aud on the corpus vile of Captain Plie an, tha
a dagger is not infallible. Besides, a young and beautiful w î na iOSOgirlish modesty bias bitherto kept hier from atternpting murder, wil
certainly make a fiasco with a ciagger. The case of Mile. Corday ha'
indeed, beexi quoted by several huiïdreds of journaiists to prove the rove
but Mlle. Corday was an unusuaily strong-îninded wvoMn and Jier OP

tuiywsof a sort not lteyto occur again, especially Ilith caseof0tunity aa iîkeiy tber WOOldIrish gentleman. Marat was in his tub. Aga- ,ayOU Il . doble-
ccrtainly attract attention if site walked dow Braxa Ita Obarreiled fowling-piece on lier sijoulder. She would look iess liko
intellectuai sebool îîîarmn" titan an avenging aiget or a deserter frofl COoe
Hatch. A hamîîîer and a nail, aiso a milîstone, have bel(i Il w .it
offect by lieroînes in the reliiote past, but the opportunities for'PD'y'
such direct and unaffected inetlîods now very rarely occur. The Young5
girl, reîectiug thc idea of ant explosive cigatr, naturally fails back UP01

'
revolver. It is biere that lier inexperience and retirin- charactrae9P

to prove destructive to lier hopes. Now there are revolvers and revol "'~Ilithewokq f witrs ho iiitite uia, herevolver is alWfty' . hlttoy, wvitl ant ivory baudie aud blue-steel barreis, set, too, if necessaryi Wlt
priceiess opals and star sapphires. Such weapons (thougAi Pa,,fl
inefii'ctual) haunt the imagination of the amateur assassin, but site (or hie)
cati rarely aflord to puirchase these îuilitary luxuries. AccordilY 1er
hie buys a mniserable, futile,' danbgerous toy, a cbeap revolver l'about the
size of a perfumie bottie." These wretched little mkbiivscarry~
bullet about the size of a pea, and infiet a woutnd whicl would bo dePiSe
i)y the doinestie cat. riiese 'littie Iveapoiis slîouid really b, problibited b
iaw. They are sure to get "j:tm-nied," the cartridges stick, tll e lnt-refuses to revoive, ali( tlîey are onily (langerous wheli they go Oia by acd0
Thofn they are not only dangeros bu eally fatal. LNOw the very
purposo of a revolver, wtîen used in legitintate warfare, i9 to sto the 
of ant enemny at close quarters. To do titis, a stnrdy weapO1 i 0 n eas
carrying a heavy and perhaps round(-beca(je( bulet. S uppose a Sodnight
Aral) with bhis big, siiovel like spear inakes a rush at an, ofhîcer, YOU '.'9emlpty a haudful of pea-btullets into Iimii without producing the n.'efl'ect. lle wouid not fat! down and bellow for nîercy, like the cblicke
bearted Jeremiali Donovan. But a heavy pistol-buliet May Il prevail~
hiîn to stop." If ever the Irish so far alter our institutions as, t. begO,
the private wars whicli prevail iii France, tiîey wviil be mjet by n'eni 'w
do not carry toy revolvers. Aiready an " English pupil " is naid to h~
assaulted l" Profes-sor Meýzzeroff" and beaten lîini inito a mul'n' iYfists. Thtese private but not inefl'ective weapons, reinforced perhalîs b'
borsowhip, are not unlikely to be at the service of too flois>' iberla
patriots. -Saturday Revis w.

IF the State of New York cani buy the land on the Americansdeo
Niagara Falls for the suni namcd in the appraisers' report,* $1,433. 29
there ouglit to be littie deiay in consumimating the barl'wudr sownership of ail the approaches of this woeatest bastur
bocome a public di4grace.-..phi(,delltj Record.

Tîinî way in which these volumes are saturated with what inayito be
the antof reptinkngthe goody-goodiness of irreligion, h.u' cdsthe anti-supernatural, the gusht of Positivistn and Nibilistil, llui'>

agreeai)le if it wcre not so extremely interesting. The moral andne"'
tuai toshr is that ofteonlyomad h e-pr tijat theoxl)erlences are anti-Christian and the proceedincgs are openle Wl 't incideOi'ter of Strauss instead of a chapter of the Bible. A very curio eu ecnotice(l here is tiîat Miss Evans trauslated the Crucifixion dRsretion patof teLelben Jesu with a crucifix before bier as a relief to thedigust of bier subject-an instance of feminine logic which is Probahi>'unparalleied. Iîîdeed, the wbole book shows bow impressionabehw0n
tional, bow illogical, how fominine she was. In an Evangelical milie1&sl
was strongly Evangelicai. Transferred to the little Freethifiî Coterof Hennelîs, Brays, Brabants, etc., she exchanged the matter of bier Eval
gelicism for unbelief, retaining its manner. It will probabîy provokB
sereauns fromnlber admirers, but we say hardiiy that, if ait the tiMe whefl
she feul under Lewes's maie influence she had fallen under tho malielll
ence of an ortbodox Cburchman, she would probably have been a Plia
the faitb and a brand plucked front the burning. The person wbol super'
ficial crities long took to hoe the Mont masculine of ber oex Wa
woman. -Saturday Review.
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