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8ttiUCture inl the great foundatioti and the stone partition
W&118, Of a castle.îike thickness. One can easily see that in
its earlv and troublous days the whole establishmîent could
be chatiged into a fortress, the windows being loop-holed or
louble.barred ready for a seige. So substantial]y wvas it
but thAt it is god for miany a year of life yet.

his a Antiquarian Society lias set other Canadcian
eth afrtller example ini placing score-, of bistorical tablets
of rough0uj the city-one on the walls of the old seininary

8t ulpice ; one to Dollard, the hero of the Ilbattie of the
Sitta ;f'" another on Fortification Lane ; stili another, the

seOfancient Il ochelega, and at niany similar spots of greathistorie 'flterest.

teWen will Toronto have a historical centre similar to
the Nireura Chateau de Rame'iay' FeANK YFIcii,

t.,leiiii 1-Sin ls
AN Y vyears ago, a young man who had spent four years

aa Canadian university with credit, graduated with
bOnlours inl lassics and mnodern languages. Soon after, two
brother graduates met, and their conversation fell upon the
8SUccessful Smithson. IlWhat is he doing rîow?" asked one.
Th' Other replied, " Running a shingle-ml. "WatI
that ail the use he Ican put bis learning to ? " was the indig-
n9ant i1iterrogatioî
he iS bPrablIl"Yes," answered the other calaily,
0Ue the name the only shingle-miller extant who can pro.

"Oucethefimeof bis wares in six languages beside his
On , ali n gn hem s'htig ylr , i !u, chingles, s e/inyen,

à i n zingalas." The second graduate was badly up
nY etymiolog

be~a ,g his imaginary Greek and Latin, French,
]GtUSa and Spanish names for shingles are riclicu-

us. 0O 18 the English shinqie, which confounds things
tha difer Itproperiy applies to the cutaneous disease so

calied, whjclî takes its narne front the Latin ringu/une that

Which te- the (Jreek zo.4er, a beit. But the Germant schinýtdel,
th uroa English tongue bas, miscalled, is the *-,ditof

Maierns, and originally denoted "la splib thiing." The
aay take the writer to task for obtrudingr the know-

ane f schoolboy upon the learned readers of Tiiiîý WEEK,
adcharge bim with inconsistency for ranking shinglesarnong the iinplements with wbich so far lie bas been con-cerned. Should hie do s50 it will only be an evidence that bis

Xotithful days were not spent in a lumbering town or village.
adP they beer, thus spent, hie would have muade personal ex-

1ence of shingles in place of slipper-soles, and the backs
he S-bues. 'The shingle not an implement 'Who ever

adOf such scepticism
-. Cornelius Nepos is a Latin author whose IlLives of

1rinent COmnes" have procured canings for many
Past Cmnadr

gtenerations of schîool boys. It is not to be wondered
taherefore, that he is an authority on shingles. le says

,,,"tlthe war with Pyrrhus, 2'80 B.C., shingles consti-
'Vitr the 3ole material of the roofs of ail Roman Mbuildings.

'ay, ll's also, the architect of Augustus, states that, in bis
i hingled roof disputed thet palm with that of thatch

s lnle are probably known to Smithson, th-, linguistic
in jsiInc hie is a great reader of the classics, but thîey

ofrit Q8ave astonisbed bins. To be told that sIiingles ruade
thSemlous woods, pine only excepted, are not duraàble, and

trial Of uet are madle of oak and beecli, is to uteet with a
rat lia The splitting of birch and hardoak shingles

1t.aker8 0fe given steady muscular eîîîployment to the hand-
%roa anient Europe, until the fire-proof tile and slate

lr . ed take their place. Tiien the Roman matron, de-
hhefphr ligneous inupicrent of discipline, biad to polish
e. bronirror or spclmon the offending persons of

air 8 and albus.

eliaus je lepos, Vitruvius, and Pliny were neyer in

aifax uels hope they are not ini that region for which

ullt rckau"ý,shews familiarity with in his Il House-boat
ru],t Yu trvelthrough the streets of Hlalifax,

touhitjoairgtshinglso every side, until you coîne to the
tha th rofsofthe bouses bave slidden to the

sidewalk They lhave tiot. The roofs are ini their rigblt
place, but the shingling of brick anîd stone walls is a way the
Haligyonians have. Stone and brick aire so valuahie tbere,
that they have to be sbielded f roin the clamp sea air, and
shingles are thteir mackintoshes, rigby garnients, gunîi coats,
or whatever cisc profane persons mnay chioose to cail theru.
This peculiar use of slîingles may bave inspired the Irish
.sailor witlî lus description of (,Žuebee, as the place whiere they
copper-hottoin the roofs of the biouses with tin. Yet, l-
fax teaches a very useful lesson as regards -shingles ; to cm-
ploy the larîguage of a Partingtonian acquaintance, Ilthey
are iînprecîons to nioisture.'ý Unfortunately, tbey have not
the sane antipathy to fire. Few, if any, houseboiders are
impervious to their combination in .skolewailo or fire-water,
even in Halifax. When the effects of it are patent to the
ordinary observer, the sufferer is said to have Il a slîingle oit.'

I)ictionaries gîve a very iniperfect idea of the verb " to
shingle," wlîen thîey define it as Il to cover with shinigle.'.
The main thîing in sbingling is to (listinguisb the tiîick front
the thin end of the wooden lamîina, and s0 arrange tie shin-
gles that the thick everywhere overlaps the thin, on a giveit
pitch sufficient to make the falling ramn run barmlessly off.
The truly shingled roof, no doubt, gave the Romans their
notion of the lastigata festudo, or sioping tortoise, muade by
the interlaced sbields of besieging ranks, the first standing
upright with arrus well extended, the next witb theru not se
fuily extended, and so graduating to the rear rank on the
knee. Off this fit-m structure even enormous stones rolied
to the ground withîout daniage to the buinan supports helow.
To pitcb stones up upon a sbingled roof, and listen to their
bump and roll, according to size, is the joy of many a small
boy, but the act evokes a different kind of feeling in the
beart of the woman wbo works ber sewing machine and the,
studious man who writes a comic article under that roof. It
is strange that the poet hias negiected shingles, or lias only
applied the namne, in the singular number, to water worni
stones on the beaches of seas and lakes and rive-s. A river
is a spiitter, and Pliny pî-etended to know that ancient shin-
gles were muade of beech, andi the inan witlî a sbingle off isî
baîf-seas over. Perhaps the spider can define the relation of
shingles to lake-fronts.

A learned (4lengarrian divine -ecently tran-dared ant
ancient Celtic letter found in Tel el Amarna, and bis trans-
lation was read before the Canadian Institute. The letter
was written by a Babylonian King liefore Moses was boru,,
and among otlier tbings or inter- a/ma, it stated that thîe Baby-
lonian had sent to bis Pliaraonic father-in-iaw 100 <'eis so
leallach ase, or as the divine bas translated it, Il 100 Cases of
long earthen shingles." Now etse, the Irish aiw, and the
Welsii asýdPll do denote a slîingie, but the pity of it is that
the Babylonian consignaient was earthen : in other words,
tules. Clay in Babylonia was miore plentif ni than trees.
As King Tarkht.ndara's letter was a dlay tule inscribed iii,
wedge-shaped chiaracters and then baked, it was vir-tually an
engraved shingle. The writer, being temporarily absent
froru bis sùmniier home, once nîiissed certain distinguishcd
visîtors who bad lef t their card-cases behind. A glance at
the living-room table showed that thîey lîad supplied the de-
ficiency, for dlean shingles, inscribed with chiarcoal froni the
carnp-fire, bore their names and titles. So, in the far north
and west, the Canadian aisq of pine iiay lie found near the
door of a log or clap-hoarded shanty, bearing the device:
Il HlTLî: meels at aIl liowres :Komidaslîun for matin and

beeste :lisensd to sel liket-." This 'is what is mneant by
banging out your shingle."

The gardener, wbetlîer f lowers ot- vegetables be his care,
dearly loves the shingle. H1e lias planted lis voung plants
of balsani and Indian pink, stock, lieliotrope dear to Steve n
son's Will of the Mill, verbena, salpiglossis, calendula and
Browallia, after sundown, knowing that, in spite of the water
lie bas given tîter, they will find it bard to resist the wilt-
ing influence of the next morning's sun. Therefore be calcu-
lates tbe direction in whicb the orient beains *wil1 strike bis
foi-ced nurslings, and plants good broad shingles at an angle
sloping upwards to the west between the two. Hie does tbe
saine kindly office for bis cabbages and caulifiowers, toma-
toes, peppers and eggy plants, and goes to bed witb a mens
c-onscita rect. He wîll have to sbift bis flowers' and vege-
tables' parasols or sunsliades more tbaîi once on the morrow,
but, if, like the writer's gardener, hie is a miiitary man or
bas been such, hie will take a pleasure in each successive
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