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:;ﬁgt“‘;e n the great _foundation and the stone partition

it ez;rlo a castle-like thickness. One can easily see that in

c a‘.V a.nd! troublous days the whole esb_abhshmenb could

dOuble?};ged Into a fortress, r,he.wmdows being lpop-holed or

builg, ¢h al‘rec? ready for a seige. So substantially was it
at it iy good for many a year of life yet.

ST}"fS same Antiquarian Society has set other Canadian
rou :h urther example in placing scores of historical tablets
St aSO;m. the city—one on the walls of the old seminary
tta‘:m‘.lyplce ; one to Dollqrd, t.he hero of the ¢ battle of the
site of a’ _another on Fortification Lane.; §mll another, the
istoric neient Hochelega, and at many similar spots of great
Interest,

citie:

the When will Toronto have a historical centre similar to
“useum Chateau de Ramezay ! Fraxx Yewm,

%
&

Concerning Shingles.

MANY Years ago, a young man who had spent four years
hoﬁou;-sa"t a Can.adlan university with credit, graduated with
Yothey ;n gla.ssws and modern. languages. Soon after, two
Succegsf l;:l"ié u.a.t;es met, and bhep‘ conve;rsation fell upon the
& othe mithson. « Wha.b is he doing now ?” asked one.
at all tlilrephed’ “ Runmng a shingle-mill” ¢« What! Is
nang, i e_USe !le can put his learning to ?” was the indig-
“he s F!ilogatlon. “Yes,” answered the other calmly,
“Ounceilho )@bly the or_lly shmgk?-mll.]er extant who can pro-
Owp Call? name of his wares in six languages beside his
Cingyeli : lgg _them schigglai, singelee, chingles, schingeln,
in et;’mdnl i’mgal'as."’ Tl?e second graduate was badly up
8rmay (ié)gy ; his imaginary Greek and ILatin, French,
ous. balian angl Spanish names for shingles ave vidicu-
that e 1s the English shingle, which confounds things
calleq” W}I\I | It pr‘operly applies to the cutaneous disease so
tra.nSI:zteq 1&: ta;kes its name from vhe Latin cingulum that
ich ou‘ Ee ({reek zoster, a bel.t. But b}le Germ'fm schindel,
e Romr nglish t_Or}gue has miscalled, is tl}e seinduluem of
Spider m&nS, and originally denoted ‘‘a split thing.” The
1 ge of ay take the writer to task for obtruding the know-
ang 0}1&: SCho‘olboy‘upop the ]_ea.rned readers of Tir WEEK,
&mong th%e' him with inconsistency for ranking shingles
cerne, Sﬁmplements w1t_h whlch so far he .ha,s been con-
Youth, f.ul q ould he do so it will only be an evidence that his
Hag the %ys were not spent in a lumbering town or village.
Pefiencey een thus spent, he would have made personal ex-
108 of shingles in place of slipper-soles, and the backs
; The shingle not an implement ! Who ever
such scepticism ¢
Emine(r)lrtn%lus Nepos is a Latin author whose «ILives of
a3t gener S_mmanders ” have procured canings for many
at, there ations Oﬁ Sc!lool-boys. It is not to be wondered
that, |, t})re, that he is an authority on shingles. Ile says
tute, ntil the war with Pyrrhus, 280 B.C., shingles consti-
ltruViu(:; E'Olle material (?f the roofs of all Roman buil@ingf;.
day, the sl?: 80, the arch}tecb of Augustus, states that, in his
In Gy, anéngled- roof disputed the palm with that of thatch
Shing o8 Spain. The remarks of the erudite Pliny on
Diller, are probably known to Smithson, the linguistic
»&vnce he s a great reader of the classics, but they
Sinoe astonished him. To be told that shingles made
that eus woods, pine only excepted, are not durable, and
tria) of ¢, oSt are made of oak and beech, is to meet with a
Mgy, &‘?‘lt’h_- The splitting of birch and hard-oak shingles
Nakep, o 81ven steady muscular employment to the hand-

org Y Al . .
Aroge :))f ancient Hurope, until the fire-proof tile and slate

. Priyg take their place. Then the Roman matron de-
d of

or bmnze er ligneous implement of discipline, had to polish
Caiyg and II;: rrl(:;‘ or speculum on the offending persons of
Or i ’ -‘ . . -

H&lifax flehus Nepos, Vitruvius, and Pliny were never in
H&Iifax ’is ot us hope they are not in that region for whiCh
“0drig) f; euphemism after “ Go to,” a region that John
on the St Angs shews familiarity with in his « House-hoat
ad &yx.. You travel through the streets of Halifax,
GonclusiOng‘:Lnst; shingles on every side, until you come to the

' at the roofs of the houses have slidden to the
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sidewalk They have not. The roofs are in their right
place, but the shingling of brick and stone walls is a way the
Haligonians have. Stone and brick are so valuable there,
that they have to be shielded from the damp sea air, and
shingles are their mackintoshes, rigby garments, gum-coats,
or whatever else profane persons may choose to call them.
This peculiar use of shingles may have inspired the Irish
sailor with his description of Quebec, as the place where they
copper-bottom the roofs of the houses with tin. Yet Hali-
fax teaches a very useful lesson as regards shingles ; to em-
ploy the language of a Partingtonian acquaintance, * they
are imprevious to moisture.” Unfortunately, they have not
the same antipathy to fire. . Few, if any, householders are
impervious to their combination in skotewabo or fire-water,
even in Halifax. When the effects of it are patent to the
ordinary ohserver, the sufferer is said to have *a shingle off.”

Dictionaries give a very imperfect idea of the verb “to
shingle,” when they define it as ‘“to cover with shingles.”
The main thing in shingling is to distinguish the thick from
the thin end of the wooden lamina, and so arrange the shin-
gles that the thick everywhere overlaps the thin, on a given
pitch sufficient to make the falling rain run harmlessly off.
The truly shingled roof, no doubt, gave the Romans their
notion of the fastigata testudo, or sloping tortoise, made by
the interlaced shields of besieging ranks, the first standing
upright with arms well extended, the next with them not so
fully extended, and so graduating to the rear rank on the
knee. Off this firm structure even enormous stones rolled
to the ground without damage to the human supports below.
To pitch stones up upon a shingled roof, and listen to their
bump and roll, according to size, is the joy of many a small
boy, but the act evokes a different kind of feeling in the
heart of the woman who works her sewing machine and the
studious man who writes a comic article under that roof. It
is strange that the poet has neglected shingles, or has only
applied the name, in the singular number, to water-worn
stones on the beaches of seas and lakes and rivers. A river
is a splitter, and Pliny pretended to know that ancient shin-
gles were made of beech, and the man with a shingle off is
half-seas over., Perhaps the spider can define the relation of
shingles to lake-fronts.

A learned Glengarrian divine recently translated an
ancient Celtic letter found in Tel el Amarna, and his trans-
lation was read before the Canadian Institute. The letter
was written by a Babylonian King before Moses was born,
and among other things or inter alia, it stated that the Baby-
lonian had sent to his Pharaonic father-in-law 100 ceis sior
teallach ase, or as the divine has translated it, ““ 100 cases of
long earthen shingles.” Now ase, the Irish «is, and the
Welsh asdell dv denote a shingle, but the pity of it is that
the Babylonian consignment was earthen: in other words,

- tiles. Clay in Babylonia was more plentiful than trees.

As King Tarkhundara’s letter was a clay tile inscribed in.
wedge-shaped characters and then baked, it was virtually an
engraved shingle. The writer, being temporarily absent
from his sammer home, once missed certain distinguished
visitors who had left their card-cases behind. A glance at
the living-room table showed that they had supplied the de-
ficiency, for clean shingles, inscribed with charcoal from the
camp-fire, bore their names and titles. So, in the far north
and west, the Canadian «is of pine may be found near the
door of a log or clap-boarded shanty, bearing the device:
“ Horwk : meels at all howres : Komidashun for mann and
beeste : lisensd to sel liker.” This 'is what is meant by
¢ hanging out your shingle.”

The gardener, whether lowers or vegetables be his care,
dearly loves the shingle. He has planted his young plants
of balsam and Indian pink, stock, heliotrope dear to Steven-
son’s Will of the Mill, verbena, salpiglossis, calendula and
Browallia, after sundown, knowing that, in spite of the wa'ter
he has given them, they will find it hard to vesist the wilt-
ing influence of the next morning’s sun. Therefore he calcu-
lates the direction in which the orient beams Will strike his
forced nurslings, and plants good broad shingles at an angle
sloping upwards to the west between the two. He does the
same kindly office for his cabbages and caullﬁow.ers, toma-
toes, peppers and egg plants, and goes to bed wx’bh a mens
conseia recti. He will have to shift his flowers’ and vege-
tables’ parasols or sunshades more than once on the morrow,
but, if, like the writer’s gardener, heis a military man or
has been such, he will take a pleasure in each successive



