
THE WEEK.

Psrticular scbeme for lessening the evils of
in'tempenance, whicb seerus to be about tbe

eltent of bis oflending, can hardly surprise

atY thougbtful person, even tbe staunchest
5fe1imy of the liquor traffio. AIl reflection

rgt[8t tend to suggest, as most experiments

baeProbably tended to confirru, tbe utter

IO58uEfienc of such a remedy. So long as

* trong drinks are used by a very large part

~the nation as everyday beverages, anid

"Il cOxsidereci by many essexitials to bealth
%11d Corafort, and so long as their manufac-

tl6and importation are sanctioned by law

adCustom as legitimate industries, the

ftit't of any attempt on the part of a

Shig9le locality of larger or smallen dimen-

8'Ofl5 to prevent their sale and use withixi
it8 bcunds must be apparent. Local pro-

hibition can, at best, be but very partially

eftIve, and mu8t, at tbe same time, give

!'8e to Other evils of a serions cbaracter.

Like every form o? prohibition, the
fl0)th6nburg system, whiclx Mn. Gladstone

"PPrOves, caxi be defended only on the
81ounld that the whole liquor 'question is

. %geerifs, and must be dealt with accord-

11g]y. Were the ground taken, whicî is
that Of the pronouxiced prohibitionist, that

the5 use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage

i' "Vil, only evil, and always evil, but that

tePublie welfare requires that it shahl be
Procuarable for medicinal purposes, and for

uý in the mecîanic and clemical arts, etc.,

th' taking over of the business by the
lovernmrent miaht be defensible on tbe

ground on wbich the sale of poisons is

'e'teicted. But to make a Government

tnol'OPOlY of so vast a business as that of
thie Production and sale o? alcoholic drinks
fhf aIl kixids, not for tbe purpose of increas-

irlg the revenue, but solely to prevent pri-
Vate Profit and interest in their sale on the

on1e hand, and to regulate thein use by in-

d1icltuals on the othen, would be, ixi a cotin-

ttY like Great Britain, a truly novel and
egautic experiment. Yet it is coming to

nOre and more clearly recognized that
th science of gos ernment is an experimen-

ta) 811n Practical one, and that it would be

r lly for any people to deny thein-

ee"Ithe benefits of wbat might prove to

ae0 thorougbîy bexieficent method, because

it 'es 'lot easily reconcilable with some

th"yOf political economy. There can be

UO easionable doubt that if every liquor-

in~e Great Britain, or any other coun-

I Cou d tie put on salary to-morow, 50

ýhat heu ceforth le would have no pecuniary

'r1terest i the ixicrease or diminution of bis

148lee, the worst evils of tIe trafflo would be

la 'l mmensely lessened. Very few

b'u lindeed, would selI liquon to a neigh-

hi% r tO bis manifeat hurt and to that of

Sfeini]Y, if thene was nothing to le

eegaed5 ly Bo doing. It is also to be said in

18Svour Of the st ate management of the traf-
tethat it wouldl afford Avery facility for

tePrevention of poisonous adulterations,
Whieh are Ilndoubtedly a most prolific

source of the worst evils of the traf-

fie as at present carried on. Lt is

evident, therefore, that there is a good

deal to be said in favour of the Gothen-

bnrg systein, especially wben it is admitted,

as it must be admitted by reasonable men

who know anything of the views and

habits of the British people that there is

no possibility of reaching the prohibitionist's

goal, the suppression of manufacture, sale,

and use in Great Britain, for at least

many years to corne. It is probable, xiow

that attention has been directed to, the mat-

ter by Mr. Gladstone, that the Gothenburg

systein will corne to the front as a practi-

cal proposai, as it has not hitherto done. Lt

would be unfair that its efficacy should be

judged by the succesa or non-success of local

experiments, snch as are being tried ixi

sorne parts of the United States. Its

strength would be largely in its national

character and scope. Perhaps wben it bas

been tried and approved, a similar method

rnay bc adopted to regulate the sale of tire-

arins and sorne other articles rno3t liableq to

abuse.

GLADSTONE ON THE ATONEMENT.

The spectacle of Mr. Gladstone writing

on the Atonernent, Mr. Balfour reading a

paper at a church congress, and Lord Salis-

bury dslivering himself on evolution and

the doctrine of God, is worth ponder-

ing. Lt is a spectacle which. could hardly

be seen in any country outside of England ;

at least, if not confined to England, it is

peculiarly Anglo-Saxon. Lt wonld be inter-

esting to enquirs whetber sncb things are

due to the English University system or

to racial charactenistics. Perhaps the Uni-

versity systera bas its roots in the Anglo-

Saxon race, anid who can say bow much

Englaxid owes to the social life of the col-

legs residence, or to the religions training

of the college chape]. Notbixig is sol dis-

astrous to the grawth o? character as special-

ization. And xiothixig so effectively corrects

the dangers of over-specialization as the

social and religions life of Oxford anid Camn-

bridge, justly called Il the cradles of E ng-

lish statesmen." Be this as it may, Eng,-

land rejoices to point to the tbree men ws

have named, not only as legislators of the

people and supporters of the throne, but

also as defenders of the faith.

Politicians have sometiines wished that

Mr. Gladstone would betake himself to

Tbeology ;theologiaxis, that he would con-

fine hiruseif to Il bis Iast." But we ques-

tion wbether any theologian will regret

Mr. Gladstoxie's latest theological utterance.

The doctrine o? the Atonement has been

the butt Of many a random shaf t. Men

who ought to have known better have ne-

vealed their moral thoughtlcssness nowhere

50 mudi as hene. No doubt, Christian

teachers have taught false theonies of the

Atonement, but this does not excuse mnch

that bas been said and written by meni who

are well infornied on every other subject.
Mr. Gladstone lays down a number of pro-

positions, from whicb we single out this-

"The pretexts for impugning the Divine

character in connection with the redemp.

tion of man are artificially constructed by

detaching the vicarious efficacy of the suf-

ferings of our Lord from moral conse-

quences, wrougbt out in those who obtain

the application of His redeeming power by

incorporation into lis Church or Body. Take

away the unnatural severance, and the ob-

jections fali to the ground." This is finely

said. And surely if the hideous travesty

we often see of this great doctrine were

true, theon Christ miglit have taken the

world by the band and led it into, the pres-

ence of God. But sncb is not the case;

only those go into the Eternal Presence who

have found in the "pardon of Calvary a

real power helpful to the great end of sanc-

tification. " But in that case who can con-

demn this life-giving Atonement as un-

worthy of God or unnecessary for maxn

The wbole article is well worth a careful

study. Coming from the quarter it does

gives it a peculiar interest, and many

thoughtful men, who have regarded this

central doctrine of the faith as a bard say-

ing, will flnd it easier to receive at the

bands of the veteran statesmian, than from

the pulpit of the professed theologian.

INDIVIDUALISM VS. SOCIALISM.

Considerable attention bas for soins

weeks ipast been aroused in certain circles

in the United States by the trial of Pro-

fessor Ely, of Michigani State University,
before the Board of Regents of that Insti-

tution, on a charge of economic heresy-in

other words, of Socialistic teachingB. Af ter

a prolonged investigation the Board have

axinounoed their verdict. They not only

acquit Professor Ely but pronounce hin

entirely guiltless in the niatter charged, ixi

the most empbatic and unambiguons ian-

guage. Professor Ely was already a well-

known writer on economic and sociological

questions, and this incident will have the

efleot, no doubt, of giving to his writings in-

creased popularity. That he dos not f ol-

low ini the beaten track of the old political

economists is, in the view of the Regents, a

mret rather than a defect in bis methoda

as a teacher. lIn pronouncing distixictly lin

favour of allowing teachers and investiga-

tors in public institutions full liberty of

thought and expression, the Regents have

given a valuable utterance in favour of fres-

dom of scientifio anid philosophic research.

Oas of the first-fruits of this sornewhat re-

markabls trial is a couple of articles in the.

current number of Thse Foru»s. lIn the first,
Professor Ely, at the request of the editor,

expounds, f rom bis own view-point, some of

the difficult questions which are now per-

plexing the minda of economists, sociolog-

ists, and statesmen. In the second, Profes-
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