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think, commend theinselves to the judgment of the Public.

This is the case, it seenis to us, in regard to thc modifica-

tions of the iaw which are intended to provide that hence-

forth, when land is sold by the Crown for agricuiturai

purposos, the sale shallfnot carry with it the titie to any

mines and minerais it may be found to contain, these beng

constituted a separate and distinct property renlaining

vestcd in the Crewn. Many may ho disposed to question

the wisdomi of transferring mîning lands absoluteiy te

private ownership under any circumstances or conditions

whatever, but if the rieh minerai lands about Lake Nip-

issing are to be sold at ail, they should surely be worth

the higher prices it is now proposed to fix upon theni. So,

o, %he provision which is intended to compel purzchasers

omining lands te proceed with deveiopment within ten

ye rs, on pain of the reversion cf the rineast h

Cr wn, will approve itself as being at ieast rightly directed.

Bu te the minds of many the policy outlined in a later

section, which provides that instead cf selling the land in

fee simple, the Crown may lease it for a terni cf ten years,

with the right te arrange for a further termi cf ten years,

and thereafter for subsequent termis cf twenty years on a

rearrangement cf the rent, is the eue which, under a wise

and capable administration, should best subserve the two

great ends cf stimulating mi-iing development and secur-

ing the widest possible distribution amengst the whole

people cf thc advantages acruing froni the possession cf

these vast stores of minerai wealth by the Province. The

third Bill, which is mierely the Mining Clainis Act cf 1890

rcintroduced with amendments suýctested iast session,

fixes the conditions under which mining dlaims may ho

located and held for a liniitud period for purpeses cf explo-

ration and developruont. On the whole, the new munng

policy sems te have been carcfully sttîdied, with a view

cf incorpcrating in it th(, best results cf the wisdom and

experionce cf other countries, as emnbodied in their legisia-

tien, as weil as those derived froni the workings cf previ.

eus regulations in' the Province itsolf. The sanguine hepes

which are entertained for the future presperity cf Ontario

rest largely upen its vast stores cf nineraI wealth, as yet

undeveloped, and it is highly desixable that the heBt efforts

cf the members cf beth parties in the lieuse sheuld ho

given te the perfection cf such a policy as may lead te the

speedy exploitation cf these buried trensîires.

VERY general election, wlw-thcr D)ominion or Provin-

'cial, makes it painfully evident that the existing laws

for tho preventien cf hribery and ether corrupt practices

at elections have prcved seriously inadequate. Ln faet

there is but too mueh reason te fear that the state of affairs

in this respect is grewing werse rather than botter. Lf

the statenients that have froin time te tume bcen made by

the newspapers cf hoth parties nay 1)0 rolicd on te any

extent whatevcr, there is serieus danger that tie public

rnay eventually yield either te indifférence or te despair,

and corne te accept as a matter cf course practices whicli

are net only deeply disgraceful te us as a people, but

whieh, if persisted in, must eventually sap anîd destroy the

foundatiens cf upright national character. However

impossible it may ho te wholly oradicate the evîl hy Act:

cf Parliament, without the hearty and impartial co-oer.

atieri cf the peitical leaders, it is stili clearly the duty ei

our legislators te de their utmest te braud and punish th(

buiying and selling of votes as oeeof the basest cf politica

crimes. This eau be donc only by treating those who ar,

guilty cf such practices as eriminals, and punishing then

accordingly. We have eften iusisted that nothing short o

this will deter the dishenest party canvasser or educatg

the conscience cf the corruptible citizen. Se long as tih

cuiprit is purished mereiy by fine, or perritted te a,

scet f ree, se long will the dcgrading practices continu'

The Ontario law seems specially faulty in the respect

indicated, and we are glad te learu that Mr. Whitney ha

for the third time introduced bis simple but effective Bi]

in the Assembly. The amendments prcpesed in this Bil

are se fair and reasenable that it is net easy te secen wha

greund a Government which dlaims te e h oneet eau refuE

te accept the substance cf the changes for which it saski

Mr. Wbitney's Bill prevides that for cach cf the effence

cf bribing an elector, accepting a bribe, usiug undu

influence, perscnating a voter, and veting more thani on(

at an election, which are n'jw punishabie by the impositic

cf a penalty cf $200, there shah aise ho impesed a ternii

inipriscnmient net exceeding six months. Another muc

needed and invainable provision, if the law is te be henest'

enforced, is that which makes it the duty cf the COuni

Attrne teattnd the trial cf any ciection petition in hi

THE WEEK.

eloctoral district, sud institute and conduct prosectitiens the

for the violation cf the Act, in cases breught te bis notice ev'

by the Judge at sueh trial and in other cases which may as

corne under bis notice. These simple and reasouabie li

reforms would evidently romove the two chief sources cf ruî

weaknesa in tbe existing measuro, viz., the absence cf th

adequate punishment and cf adequate provision for its ta]

uniferru infliction. In impesing a terni cf impisonnient i

in defauht cf the payment cf the penalty imposed, the ce

present law discriminates meat illogicaliy and unfsiniy w(

againat the peor man, wvhile by ieaving prosecution itscîf te

optionai it greatly weakcns the moral force cf the Act. ii'

The ameudmeuts proposed in Mr. Whitncy's Bill wihi ni

make the Ontario iaw practieally identical, in respect to Pf-

the matters involved, with that cf Englsnd aud tbea

Dominion. We sbould ho glad te sec the valuable feature

cf the Euglish Iaw which imits the eandidate's expendi- a

turcs and nequires a strict account cf theru, incorporatod 1:

in the amcending Bill. But if the Coverument is really f,

sincere in wishing te prevent bribery at elections wo do

net see on what ground it eau object to Mr. Whitney's

Bill as it stands. a
'j

T HE indications are that within the next few months the,

-Election Courts cf the, Provinces and cf the Dominion t

wil heococupicd in investigating an uuususlhy large nuni-0

ler cf cases cf alleged corruption anç. fraud, snising eut cf

the recent elections. Many are n:) doubt cotcmpiating

the prospect with dismay. This may ho the case even

with someocf the candidates oni ither ide, wbo w,'re theun-

selves net onhy froc frein fault persorally, but sincercly i

desirous that the conteat should ho honestiy waged by ,

their supporters. Thero is uudouhtedly an eement cf,

hardship in the cases, prohably net infrequent, in which i

such monîhers flnd their seasa jopardized, and perhapsf

forfeited, through the act cf seme bs acrupuleus agent.

Nevertbeicss it is, we maintain, most desirable in the

intereat cf the country andl cf doctoral purity that in

every case in which reasouable evidence cf ilegal aud dis-

honourable practices is forthcomiug, a protest aheuld ho

entercd and the facta thoneughly siftcd in the courts, lot

who mav su fier in cousequence. By this means ouly eau

thie Acta designed te prevent crrupt practices ho pro-

vented froiniheeomiug a dead letton, and the cerruptioniats

from, having full swing. As we have argucd in another

paragraph, it is vory desirable as a means cf raisiug poli-

tical standards uand educating the electoirate, that the full

penalty cf the law should ho inflicted upon both the guilty

parties'in every case in wbich a corrupt bargain is proved

te have heen made. t is te ho beped, toc, that publie

4opinion will frown dewn every attempt at eempronîise

fbetween the two political parties. To compound a political

rfehony is ne lesa dishonourable sud sbould ho dcemed no

1lesa criminal than te commit the saine effonce in regard te

cany other fraudulcut transaction. Every such arrange-

nient should ho regarded as an admission cf guilt on bctb

aaides, Lu this conuection attention is naturslly dirced

tte accusations cf grave irregulanities, and eveu cf pro-

esumable frauda, which bave been made in the Ontario

ýr Legislature againat certain cf the Deputy Rcturning

e Officers in the ]ate ]Provincial Elections. There must ho a

r-serious dofect in the law if, as seems te ho the fact, tic

)f candidates, against whom such fraudulent tactica wero

ef used, are deharred by the fact cf their election fromn seek-

il1ing nedress in the courts. Those fienda of Mn. Mowat, who

'e prize honcsty abeve party, must bave hecu somewhat dis-

ni appointed hy the toesuad attitude cf certain merubers cf

f the Goverumont in regard te thoe charges. The psnty

be could have lest nothing, and would have gained much, bad

e these Ministens displayed a greater anxiety te bave the

o cases in question thercughly iuvestigated befere the proper

e. tribunal. t may stili he boped that the Goverument aud

ts the party majority wilh do themselves honour by affording

s every faciiity for sucb investigation. Justice te the

Il accused as well as te the accusera demanda nething less.

se T HE reasens given hy the Minîster cf Justice in support

Cs cf bis recommeudation that the Manitoba Companies

os, Bill should ho disallowed are net only cogont but unanswer-

ne able. t is ean that had the Goveru ment failed te set on

ce the rccommeudaticii it would have beon necreant to its

en duty, botb te the corporations affccted sud te the whohe

cf Dominion. As the Goverument, represonting 'the people

ch cf Canada, stili retains sud must cf neeessity retain for

Lly mauy yeas te cerne a large intereat in the ungrauted

tty lands cf the Province, it 'vas impossible that Provincial

lis legislation adapted te redues very materialiy the value cf

esc lands coîild have beon pormitted. Lt is equaiiy

wident that te have permitted such legisiatien, impairiflg

6s t would have donc by the imposition cf narro- tinle-

mita, and other injurions conditions, the titles cf the

îiiway and other corporations te the lands conveyed te

,em by the Dominion Govorumeut, would have beeii

intaniunt te a serieus breach cf the public faith. Lt i8,

, fact, hardly conceivabie that the Manitoba Legislature

oudhave seriously expected that the Act in question

would ho permitted te stand. Lt seenis more reasonable

te suppose that it was proposed and passed rather as a

protest agaînst a state cf thing; which is obnoxious aud

niust lecome every year more and more obnoxieus te the

eople cf the Province. Pcrhaps, aise, it was intended

as a nicet that n determiincd struggle is te ho ontcrcd

pon, wîth a view te curtaiiing the very extensive pcwers

and privileges that have been granted te these companies

,y the Dominion Parliament. There bu much reason te

cear that the holding cf these immense tracts cf land by

non-resident proprietors may prove, at ne distant day, a,

vrntable apple cf discord. There is, ne doubt', reoif for

serious question as te the wisdom cf the original poliuiY

under which portions cf the public demain se large and

valuable were alienated from the Province and given over'

te the Hudson Bay, the Canadian Pacifie aud varicus

other corporations, which arc beyond the jurisdictien and

control cf the Provincial Authorities. But there eau )

ne question as te the obligation of the Dominion te keeP

inviolate the publie faith ini regard te ail such trans-

actions. The day may corne when aIl cncerned wilI tilld

it te their nîutual. advantage te make seine comiprormis(,' 0

aeeept semne modification of the original agreements. Meani

while, the Dominion Governmen'. cati honourably do uoth'

ing less than maintain intact the rights cf propcrty ccli-

fcrred by publie charter upon the various compailies

against wboso possessions the vetoed Act was dirocted.

NEWFOUND)LAND is, it appears, te have a patient

N baring andl every faeiiity fer presenting its cas0

before the British Cabinet. Lt is te ho heped that as a%

result wiser ceunsels îiay prevail with its Goerniflent

aud Legisiature. With cvery sympathy for the unfcrtul

nate position in which the eoiony finds itseîf placed, it i8

difficult te uuderstand what its nepresentatives eau hope

te accemplish by the course they are taking' They 'Olust

admit that the French have seme rigbts in respect te the

fisheries on thein shores, and that the honour and faith cf

the Mother Country arc involvcd in ebserving these rightsy

even were she in a position te risk ail the cengequeides Of

ignerîng or denying them. Lt is very likely that tho

Islandera honestly believe that the treaty confers ne 1c

pnivileges in regard te the hobster fishery as arc insisted

on by thc French, but there surely can ho ne botter waY

cf settling that question than by the proposed arhitre.tionl

The obstinacy cf the French in refusing alI effors cf COR"l

promise in the matteî, or te seil or exehange their treatY

privileges, is ne doubt exasperating, but the British Govern-

ment bas ne right te ceerce the French Gcvernmeflt il

the mattor, even wcrc it an easy thing te do. The Nee'

foundîsuders ne doubt realize that the British eccupan3cY

cf Egypt is at the bottom of the French stuhbornness, but

they eau hardly expeet that al natters cf Imperial COr-

cern shahl be ruade subservient te the carrying eut cf their

wishes. The colonial relation bas its drawbacks as WeII

as its advantages. Lt is enceuraging and suggestive tb5t

the people on the coast whose rights are most seriousl

aflected arc said te be more reasonabie than the people il

other localities whese interests are cnly indirectly involved.

The exasperation cf the Newfoundland Go~vernment againat

Canada is more easily uuderstood, and we dare say that,

were the situations reversed, we should feel equally resentý

fui. cf what might seem, in that case, an unwarraiitcd

interference with our rights. Should recent reports, whiob

represent the draft treaty arranged with Mr. Blaino by

Mr. Bond as whoily one-sided aud unfair te the Lalaudera

prove truc, it is likely that the Goverument will 800'

repent cf its harsh trestment cf our fishermen. Lt is te

he heped that it may de se withotit pressure frein Eng'

land, as that would ne doubt still further incensde

Islanders. The thoory that eue colony is in any Wo

beuud te censider the welfane cf another in treating with

Iforeigu powers would ho bard te maintain on abstract

principles, and yct the preseut instance seems te sh3e

.that the opposite viewv would lead te serious difficflltieo,

net te say absurdities in practice, as the people cf NO"'

fouudland might theruselves he the first te discover 011

!some ether occasion.
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