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out prejudices. The wild flowers are democratic, and the fairest of thom

o? ten grow iu the inost unlikoly looking, places. An upturned tree-root, a

dccayingl stump, a scrubby thicket, a rougI gully, a marsîy spot,.or a Stone

hcap, will usually well reward exploration.
The true lover o? flowers is best content to watch them where tliey grow,

witliut pluckingy thein. I know of one such, o? so gentle a mind that lie

will walk ont of the city week after week to gaze upon soi-e favourite plot

-or perliaps a single wild rose bush-as one would go to sec bis friends,

and hoe will nover carry away witl bita a single blossom. Ho cannot

bear, hoe says, to destroy so muuh beauty and so rare a life before its time.

lic know8, too, that the simple loveliness of the wild flowers would be lost

apart from their natural surroundings. It is perhaps a pardonable fanît

ini sa many people of the city that they do not seera fnlly ta enjoy an out-

ing in the wvoods unless tboy plnck anîd carry off a largo bouquet of the

miost beautilul flowers they ind growing there. They wislî to take with

tlicm somo portion o? the f reslhness and beauty of nature ta relieve the mono-

tony of artificial living. Yot nothing is surer than the total disappearance

Of the fiuest wild flowers in the neiglibourbood of our cities if this process

Of destruction continues.
In the middle of May the violets, bine, yellow, and white, and the

trillium, are still in full blooin ; but Uie anemione and the hepatica are

disappearing, and the trailing arbutus, the spriug beauty, and the adder-

tonigue are altogether gone. And now the red columbine is just drooping

its first fair ilowvers over the dry roadside and on sandy or gravelly banks,

and the wet places are all îglow with the gorgeons yollow o? the marsîl

raarigold. Most of the wild fruits arc also iu biossom. about this timne, as

the wild strawberry, the red curant, and Uic- June berry; and the branches

O? the wild pînni ai-d cherry aie covered whîite and' thick witlî fruitful

Bilows. June cornes iii witlî daibies, and buttercups, soon to ho followed by

blue bouls aiid roses and lles, and alI the beauity and deligbt of a new

Stimmer. A. STEVENSON.

SLAVERY IN CANAD.A.

AN appondix to the third volume of Abbé Tangnay's Dictionnaire Genea-
logique des Fu(nilles Canadiennes sheds ligît on a subject which bas giveu

risc to considerable caîîtroversy-the existence of slavery in Canada hotu

before and after tie Coriquest. T1'lie learned and laborions gcnealogist lias

lad exceptional opportunities for obtaiiîing accurate information on this

Vexed question, and lus testimny, backed as it is by indisputable evidence,
miay be accepîed as its final setîcuint. Il Lt is impossible to deny," lie

Writes, " Uiat slavery existedi iii Canada before au-i aftQr tlîe cession of the

Colouy. Lt existed, not oîîly in fact, as is proved by the subjoinî.d list,
b'ut also by riglît, or rather, by law, as indeed Commander Jacques Viger
clearly demonstrated in luis mrueoiir, publislîod by the Historical Society cof
Monitreal."

The three documents wlîich, accordiug to M. Tanguay, prove that
elavery prevailed in Canada, are the Ordinance of Raidot, of April 1:3,
1709 ; the H{ocquart Ordinaîice of Septemuber 1, 1736, and the judgîîîent of

the Kiiug's C>uîicil of State, o? July 23, 1745. The first o? these docu-

nieuts orders Uîat, under the Kiug's good pleasure, ahl the Pauls and

flgos wbo bave been, or iuay subseqnently hoprhsesal eoî

111 thc ?ullest seuse ta those who- have acquired thit iu tue quahity o?

Slaves. By the seconid, that of Intendant Iloequart, ail emiaucipation of

slaves is declared îîull and voil wlîich bas not beeru registered before

flotaries, of whuich registration, moreover, a mîinute must be entered lu the
Ofhc 0 of the royal jurisdiction. The, royal judimout of 1745 declares tbat

flegroe8 cscaping ta tlue French Coloiiies., with whatover effects tbey mnay

have, shali belonug ta the nuiost Christian King. We have here, as Abbé

Tnguay points out, evidenco of three phases, or stages, of slavery. The

R)anldot Ordiîîaîce legalises what was prcviously au irregularity or abuse;

thiat Of Hocquart recoguises slavery as an order o? tlîings already estab-

lished, aud which cane ho proceeded against except by the observance o?

tIc taost soleinn ?orms, while the judgîncnt of 1745 is complomontary ta

it8 predecessors. Lt is worthy o? notice, in connection with the documents

to Which M. Tan(guay directs attention, that in thc Collection de Manuscrits

Publisheil by order of the Quîebec Legislature, vol. iii. page 21,I there occurs

Sletter. frota M. de Vaudreuil ta the Minister, dated Datober 14, 1716, lu
'Which, a? ter coînplaining of the oxtreîiie scarcity of labourers, the Goveruor-
Generai ui'ges the haone authorities ta imitate tho Dutel aud New England

Colonies by introducing negra slaves. Sncb a policy, M. de Vaudreuil

~aintains, would tond ta iucrease the prosperity o? New France, aud ta
eriiargo its commerce. Thc faruuîs could thon ho easily and profitably

ciltivatod aiud the mines could be worked ta advantage. This letter

certaiulY implies that if there weîre negro slaves in Canada, they were
Very ?ew. And, lu fact, Garnîeau liforîn's us that, when the request ivas

""ade in 1688 ta the Goverrumeut o? Louis XIV. for negroos ta be sent ta

~aida, tho reply was not favotirable. Lt wauld secm that, nowtsnd
11ig the refusa], or rather the withibolding o? cooperation on the part o? the

Millister, the peoplo of Camiada took the matter into their awmî hands and,

'lt Obtaining îîogroes, enslaved certain o? tIc Indian tribes, especially thc
P'anis, or Pawîîees. Lt was probably in view o? this proceeding on thc
Part o? the Canadians, tlîat Intendant Randot issued tIc Ordinance ol
1709l thus preventing breaches o? law by adapting the haw ta tlue people'i
lieeds aud wisbes. Abbé Ferlatid, lu luis (Cours d' Histoire, mentions ar

ili'cidet which slows that negro slaves occasionally made tboir way frorr
.&lbany) or Boston, ta Montreal, or Quebec. Taward the close o? the soin

ther o? 173, h writes, tlîree Englishmen, f urnisîed witli passports froff
tI Overnaient1 at Albatny, came ta Montreal ta demand tIc surrender o

a tugro slave who bad fied framn his master and souglit refuge lu Quebec

M. de Beauhiarnois replied that, if the man wished to return, lie would

not be detained ; but if not, the right of asylum would not be denied to

him. M. Ferland argues from this that slavery in Canada was of a

restricted nature. The whole question, lie thinks, is involved in a good

doal of doubt, but one point is plain, that the Canadians made slaves of

some of the wilder Inidian nations, such ns the Renards. In such cases,

the captives were carefully instructed by their masters and mistresses in

the truths of religion, and, wheni willing an i qualitied, were baptised.

Abbé Ferland also tells a trauie story of a niegress 'who belonged to a

Madame de Francheville. The unfortunito wvonan was accused of having(

causod a terrible conflagration which. dpvastated Montreal in 1734, and in

order to make lier confess the crimie, she was submnitted to the question,,

ordinary and extraordinary. "Neverthelkcas," adds M. Ferland, 'lit is

evident that there wera< but few slaves iii Canada, and that their servitude

was inucli less s"vere than that which prevailed in the British Colonies.>

The negress iii question was, it appears, a native of Portugal, and had been

purchased by M. (le Francheville iii New England.
M. Taguaygives a list of about one hundred and fifysaemi

and female, whose n<aines lie- found iii the regist'rs iu the course of his

investigations. A good mnany were stationed at Michilimackinac. One,
namied Jean François Rlegis, had been given to the mission there by the

Chevalier (le la Verendrye, in 1749, on bis retura fromn his exploration in

the far West. Somne of thein are tie children of married slaves. Only

a smnall number appeared to lie negroes-the majority being evidently

Indians. Oue, belonging to MaaeD'Auteuil, is set down as having

beeii bori iii 1699 and haviug died iii 1799. Several others died, and, it

is to be inferred, as slaves, after the Cossion.
In the 46th article of the capitulation of Queboc, signed by General

Amherst aud the Marquis of Vaudreuil, it îs stipulated that the negroes

and Panis of both sexes shiaîl remain, iii their quality of slaves, in pos-

session of the Frenîch and Canladianis, to whomi tiîey belong, who are to

have the liberty of retaining theîîî iii their service or of selling them-

in the former case being also authorised to bring thein up as Roman

Catholics.
Such are the miain facts rega,,rding the reign of slavery in Canada under

the old régime. Thiat the tranisfer to the Britishî Crown caused no sudden

change iii the condlition of those lîeld iii slavery is not only implied by the

article of capitulation just qui)ted, but is clearly demnonstrated by adver-

tiseuments iii the newspapers of thîe dillcrent Provinces. In his "TUoronto

of Old " the Rev. Di.. Scadding giî us several instances of sucb advertise-

ments in Upper Caniadiain papers, eveli af ter 1793. The Act thon passed

at Newark or INiagaira ' forbade tie fnarther introduction of slaves, and

ordered that ail slave children, born after the 9ti of Jnly in that year,
should bo free on attainilîg the age of tweuity-five." At that time, as Dr.

Scadding tells us, mnost 'geii tleen, froni the Adininistrator of the Gov'ern-

ment dowrîwaruls, po.ssessed slaves. A slave of Solicitor-General Gray,
nained John Baker, inanuniitted by bis master's wilI, beariug date August

27, 1803, survived utîtil January, 1871, whien lie diod at Cornwall, at the

alleged age of one hundrud aud five. In connection with the Grayjanilie
ià may be menitioiied that, in Miay, 1866, XLr. Douglas Brymner, Archivist

at Ottawa, publislîeî iu a communication to the MNontreal aazette, a letter

dated Kingston, Februîry, 1801, in wliich Major Gray, formerly of the

King's Royal Regiiuieit, gives N<1rs. Valeîitinie, then rcsiding at Joseph

Anderson's, CoritwalI, E sîerui District, anu account of an interview with

" lavine, mother of D)orini," îloubtless Il the faitliful, black womnan-scrvant,
Doriinda," of the will quotel by Dr. Soadding. At Quebec, also, a Bill

was iutrodiîced iîî 1793 to deal with slavery, but it did flot become law.

lu 1799 a petition was laid bofore the Assenibly by certain citizens of

M'ontreal coînplsîîîing of the lack of provision in the law for thc punish.

ment of disobedient slaves, and askiing for redress. lu the following year

another petition was preseuted, asking for tlîe passage of an Act affirming

the legal existence of siavery, under certain restrictions, and deflning

negroes and Panis iii servitude to be proporty. A conmnittce having taken

charge of those petitions, a ih ivas introduced to rogulate the condition

of slaves, to limit the terni of slavery, and prohibit the further importation

of slaves into the Province. Not tilI Jauuary, 1801, was thc Bill read a

first tiîne, tlîe second reading followed in a few days, and then the Bill

ivas discussed in Cominittee of the Whiole. Though it was brouglit up

again in 1803, it nover reached the final stage. Lt was not until 1833

that slavery was foririally abolished in Lower Canada. Practically, how.

ever, it bad ceased to be a recognised feature o? thc social life of the

Province long before that date. Tlie last slave sale witlîin its limnits took

place iii 1797, and it was afterwards annullcd througli defective titlc.

After the close of the eigliteenth century enlightened public opinion
proved stronger thian legislative enterprise or courage, and thc enact-

ment, which made slave-holding illegal, had been anticipated by a whole

.-eneration.
In the Maritime Provinces the early newspapers containied advertisc-

monts of slaves, fugitive and vondible. In 1800 the legality o? slavery

was tested in the Supreme Court o? New Brunswick, and the judges wcre

equally divided on the question. Before that date, however, events lad

taken place whici nmade the colonists more eagor to part witli than ta

retain the sons o? llam. lu 1791, Col. Morse, R.E., as we learu from the

Archives Report for 1885, made a return of the disbanded troops and

loyalists settling in Nova Scotia. Hie gave the coloured population as

Labout 3,000, The old British inhabitants lie estimated at 14,000, thîe

1Acadian French at 400, and the new-comers (negroos included) at 28,347.
-Under the category of servants lie reckons 1,232 persons. It is evident,
1therefore, that somne of the coloured people were in the enjoynient of free-

f dom. Before the close of the year, New Brunswick was constituted a

.separate province, and, from the test case just alluded to, it would seeni


