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[FicunuAw 26th, 1886.railway development and free railway competition in the North-West. portion of the working classes engaged by private employers, in industriePolitical objects are, in tlieir way, as weil entitied to consideration as com- in wbich risks of accidents were most frequent, and it did not extend tmercial objects, and the construction of a political raîlway, or a railway the workmen employed by the State. Now, however, it covers the meipartly political, is a perfectly legitimate use of public money if the unity employed hy the Government in the postal, telegraph, and railway serviceor the defence of the nation rcquires it. But tiien the political road must in the administration of the army and navy, and in the erection of buildlie paid for as what it is, and as we should pay for the construction of a ings for the purposes of Government.fortress or a man-of-war. To attempt to make it pay for itself by sacri- There are now two laws of the saie far-reaching character. First, th
ficirîg to it the commercial interests of the wholc region through which it Workmen's Accident Insurance Law; and, second, the Workmen's Illnesrun, i th fist lac isa garig iJustice to ail the inhabitants of that Insurance Law. The insurance under both is compulsory ; but in theca

region and, in the second place, is in reality the most expensive of ail modes of the insurance against illnes the workmen contribute a part of th<of paylng for the road. The Monopoly Clauses were from the first morally insuranefd;wienthcaeoteacdntnsrceawthunjustifiable and commercially inexpedient, even if tbey were legally withini cost of insurance is borne entirely by the employers, who have beeu
the competence of Parliament. The re-opening of the compact by the allwd ymaso hi alu corporations, to arrange the terms o0Company in applying for further aid seemed a fair opportunity of redeem- the assessment of the proportion to be borne hy each employer of the cots
ing the commercial freedom of the North-West; and the Minister of Rail- occasioned by accidents in lis trade. The State takes care that no oneways did let fail on that occasion words wbicb were taken to import a evades bis proper responsibiîity ; and3 the State, in Qermany, is Dlot ham-renunciation of disallowanco; but the promise, if it was held ont, lias not pered mucli by any fear of any particular " vote."been fulfiiled. Faitb must, of course, be kept with the Company, but it is For the first three months of disabiîity from accident the relief for the
equally necessary that in some way or otber the shackles of North-Western workman comes out of the funds of the insurance against sicirnes; afteragriculture and commerce should lie struck off. Witbout freedom of rail- thre months the funds of tbe accident insurance are drawn upon. The
way construction those fruitful plains might as wcll be sand or sea; with- acts in question extend to those whose wages do not exceed four marks per
out freedom of railway competition there can lie no security for fair day, and ail such persons are compeîîed to register their naines for insur-
freiglits: we miglit as well fetter the plougbînan, or cripple the plougli. ance. Village funds, communal funds, are established as part of the
Winnipeg groans under a monopoly wbîch, tbougl it rnay bc exercised in no general scheme. Employers contribtite seventy-five per cent. of the funds;
oppressive spirit, cannot fail to interfere with te fuilment of ber destiny tbe Government undertakes twentyfve per cent. ; and the workman is
as a great centre of distribution. On the su1bjet of freights ber Board of freed from personal contribution, wages, no doubt, regulating themselves
Trade is in full revoit. Already tbe time lias gone by when the North- accordingly. Under these shemes the village fund affords relief to the
West could bo treated as an outlying preperty of the Dominion, and sick workman and to women during and after confinement; burial money
managed not for its own benctfit but for the beneft of its distant owner. when death occurs ; treatment in bospital in place of, or partly in place of,
By the importation of party machînery and agents local interests have been money relief. One-third of the payment assessed on employers is to lie
overlaid and local sentiment bas been masked, but tlîi4 cannot last much paid on their own account; the other two-thirds are deducted fromn wages.Beor the iinc of tecraiih adeie ageesîtetie byr " evdwatd Malet, from whose report these particulars are taken, says:

Beforethe riing ofthe cutain te audince hs beenentertbeedoutsetReewith tgteatutsctpticismt snoticto, say o ridiculeulbyya
anotber piece of secret history, for which we are indebted to the Montreal getmjrt ntecuty ody hni a enscesuîVoste.ia Fen wihe reect s incredetel taemetat wth e ispeCnhoei launched into action, it is haile~d by the press of very different sections ofVote~~ libe h ujc fcitdni, lgtain il h ipne opinion with the greatest enthusiasm as one of the Most important socialof patronage at Ottawa. Most of us bave learrned pretty well to acquiesce achievements of the presenit age ; and sanguine predictions are confidientîyin the fact that the Dominion (4overrnment is a governiment of corruption. expressed tbat it will contribut mor tbnc yobritenimaueMen, places, provinces, interests, churcbes, organizations of every kind, perpetuate the fame and popularity of tbe Impeial Chancellor, and to coun-
are bouglit in different ways, soin( more coarselv, some more subtly, in teract tbe dangerosaiain ftesca eort mn h okn
order to form tbe basis of a systen whicli is administered, after its kind, classes. The German Emperor and Prince Bismarck have both publiclywith great abulity, and is ciosely bound up witli tbe personal ambition of expresscd a bope that tbey may lie spared to carry on still further the
its veteran chief. Corruption is nlot wholesome; it doos not becoîne more measures of social relief wbicb tbey have been chiefiy interested in inaugu-
wholesome as it becomes more inveterate: to say nothing of te debt wbicb rating; and tey look forward to a time when, in return for the sevre
it is rolling up, it must deprave tbe political ciaracter of the people, as, cismd ntewrigcassi h neet ft~dfneo bin fact, it is visibly doing, and in the end prove fatalto tbe Spiit, if net Empire, tbe Empire will lie in a position to secure to them net only tem-
to the form, of representative institutions. Nor can the arcbitect nd porary support in sickness or accident, but sore provision for the days
manager of a corrupt systen be hinself a Chuthamn, tbougb power, net when old age or infirmiy Itae rendered ilhei, ncapale of mai ntaining
lucre, may lie bis personal object, and hoe nay lie in a certain sense patri- thpmselves by their labour?' It is in this respect only that the measures
otic; That he sbould bave around hîm a swarn of low pelitical agents is are imperfect; but ne doubt in time this omission will lie supplied by se
an inevîtable and a very noxieus incident of bis position. But before stupendous legisiative and administrative experiment.sentence is passed on a particular mfan, we must asic whctber it is possible The question of Insurance is one that must inevitably force itself on
that a group of provinces united i)y no bond of cerilmoli intercst, scattered tbe attention of ail civilized and progressive Governments. In England,
across a continent, and divided in two by an niien nationaiity, sbould ho tbe United States, and Canada, the benefits of insurance are confined te
held togetber in any other way? The qluestion nust soon take a practicai those wbose incomes are sufficientîy large to pay a good premium, andform and lie breuglit to a finial deci.sion, since Sir John Macdlonald, tbough sufficiently seured to pa tr-lry u h okn lseincluding
the reports of bis healtb are good, lias kept bis seventieth birthday, and intacasnerypytrgury.Btheornglseg

in tht clss n ai al persons earnîng less tban $1,000 per annum, are
wben lie retires, bis party, tlîougli it may elect a successor, will find al most excluded from Life lusurance. For those who can afford the pay-
nobody to f111 bis place. What wiil cone, after bim is a problem whicb ment of premiums there i5 ne doulit that the burthen is largeiy increasedcan scarccly lie banisled from the tbougbts even of the most trustful of by the great expenses of maagement; and ne doubt a State systemn wo,,lhis fo]lowers, thougli it probabiy is never admnitted te bis own. ý
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FNvsURiÂNCE FOR THLE PEOPLE.

Tiins experiments of the German Empire in social science and political
advancement are wcll worth vcry carefîîl notice. Tbey surpass in daring
and in success those of most other nations, even those wlîich pnide tlîcm-
selves on being most progressive. One of the latest reports sent te theBritish Government by its agents abroad is that of Sir E. Malet te Lord
Salisbury, dated Oct. 1, 1885, and just issued, giving an account of thedetails of the Workmen's Accident lInsurance Law. This law came into
force on the date of the communication in accordance witb the enactment
of an Imperial decree. It includes in its operation the whole of the Ger-çq4 Empire. At flrst the scbeme was intended te cover only a limiteà

materially widen the conlstituency of the insured (that is of tbe sane andthe econeOmical), and afford a langer insuranoe for a less fpnemhieum. In, 187 9Sir Leonard Tilley brouglît forward seme proposition frteaotoo
at least tbe censidenation, of a scheme of State insurance, but owing to thepressure of othen business, and owing also, no doiebt, te want of tnuStwerthyinformation as te tbe success, or probable success, of the- schemie, hoe droppedit. Some ether Finance Minister in searcb of faine, and afixieus to dis-tinguislb himself, mnay briug it fonward once more with more practicalresuits. Napoleon, by bis own wish, gees clown to posterity partly liymeans of bis code of laws. Prince Bismarck wishes te go clown to pos-terity as the framer of these insurance codes. A chance exists, perhaps,for some Canadian statesman to go down to posterity as the author of ascheme for State insuranciý voluntary in character and valuable in itseffeçt on the country. MJG
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