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By a Protestant Theologian in Thi Sacred
Heart Review.
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The Massacre of St. Bartholo-
mew’s, like all the other French
massacres in that century, of
Catholics by Protestants and of
Protestants by Catholics, was
undoubtedly religious in its mo-
tive in the sense that the two
teligious parties hated cach oth-
er intensely, and that the tem-
per of the age and the nation
§ was so fierce, that every shight
brovocation on either side easily
turned into bloodshed. As Gui-
Zot remarks. the separation of
4 the intellectual sphere from the
political, which has bhecome 2
commonplace of our day, was
then only the dream of a few.
In oar day it has gone so far
that we are now instructed, by
teachers of high repute in Chris-
tian universities, that the state
Is not a moral personality at all,
that the varions social classes
owe each other nothing, and
that moral considerations urged
in public policy are a mere hol-
“low hypocrisy.  This is an en-

deavor to establish epicurean

atheism as the religion of the
8tate.

Matters have not gone so far
as this in ¥rance.  Yet atheism
is practically established in all
public atfairs. From the presid-
ent down to the postman, no
eivil functionary is expccted to
mention God, much less to wor-
ship Him in the form principally
used in the nation. This shows
that the separation of religious
belief from political action is
simply impossible in fact.  The
two things, 1t is true, are not so
inextricably intertwined as they
Wwere three hundred years ago.
Religious and political action
are not so immediately confused
as they were once. Temporal
and eternal interests are not
treated as incapable of any dis-
%inction. This is a cause of
thankfulness. Yet we see in
France a smouldering persecu-
¥on of Catholicism by atheisimn,
assisted to some extent by Pro-
testants and Jews, and should
the peasantry actuate their po-
litical power, we might possibly
have a smouldering persecution
of atheisin by Catholicism. Mr.
Bodley remarks that there is
strong reason to believe that if
the Catholics came into power,
they would show themselves de-
¢idedly more equitable to the
Bubelievers than the unbelievers
have been towards them, but
that if they were intolerant, the
intolerance of men who have an
‘®bject of faith and a high ideal
®f excellence is more endurable
zhtm. the intolerance which sim-

‘ply aims to bring in the reiga of
the world, the flesh and the de-
¥il. The great Protestant Ed-
wmond de Pressensé strongly
‘%@this truth.
. We see, then, that France is
far from having outlived the age
of persecution. There is no cer-
tainty that she will outlive it,
that she will ever attain to a
stable equilibrium of opposing
Principles. There is strong rea-
8on to fear that she may perish
In the attempt. After all, no
Way has yet been found to re-
concile God and Mamimon. The
renchmen of the sixteenth cen-
tury were fiercer than now, but

high-minded.
two contending parties was
fichting to enthrone mere nega-
tion. Nor can we be too proud
of greater mildness. 1 have
seen it estimated, and the estim-
ate appeared credible, that in our
day there has been in Irance,
especially at Paris, including
those shipped off to die in Cay-
enne, a butchery of 25,000 Com-
munards, despatched on any
evidence or none. In what
would that differ from a masscre
of 22,000 Huguenots, butchered
on any evidence or none ? It is
not so sure that posterity may
not yet abhor the year 1871 as
much as we abhor the year 1572.
Yet  how indifferently  has
Christendom taken this latter
massacre !

It is certain, however, that the
immediate motive of St. Bar-
tholomew’s was mnot religious.
Catherine de Medici probably
never had a religious motive in
her life. Her original purpose,
and aitempt, Was sitply to mur-
der Colignl, because he was tak-
ing her place in the mind of the
young King. It is true, his in-
fluence, if effective, would have
turned Charles from an alliance
with aggressive Catholicism to
an alliance with aggressive Pro-
testantism, and this was by no
means to his mother’s mind, be-
ing, as she was, mother-in-law
of Philip the Second, a native of
[taly dud a niece of two Popes.
Yet che oniy inviolable policy in
her mind was the policy of keep-
ing herself at the head, and this
the Admiral was crossing.
Therefore she resolved to gmet
him out of the way. But for
this she wounld probably not
have thought of it.

The Guises were sincere and
fervent Catholics, and the head
of the Catholic interest. Yet they
were a bold and frank race. But
for their inextinguishable resent-
ment over the great Duke Fran-
cis’ death, they would probably
only have thought of meeting
the Admiral’s influence by coun-
ter-infloence, or, as before, by
avowed warfare. However, be-
ing on whatever evidence, fully
convinced (and there are Pro-
testant writers who agree with
them, though Guizot does not),
that Coligni had plotted the
murder of the elder Guise, they
burned to act as the avengers of
blood. Finding that Catherine’s
personal interest and their per-
sonal vengeance concurred, they
formed the double plot, and car-
ried it out, having no design ex-
cept against Coligni himself. Of
this the King knew nothing.
The Guises, Catherine, and her
odious son Anjou (soon to be
Henry I11.) were the sole cons-
pirators.

As we Lknow, the attempt
failed. The Admiral was griev-
ously wounded, but seemed like-
ly to recover. The Huguenot
leaders were not dismayed. but
exasperated. They began to use
ominous spesch. They had no
thought of assailing the royal
house, not even the detestable
Anjou, but they began to breathe
vengeance agalnst the Guises,
and not improbably meant to
drive the queen-mother into
banishinent, as befell another
Medicean queen-mother half a
century later, on much less oc-
casion.

It is the fruit of evil deed,
That it must still engender evil.”

Since the conspirators had
failed to murder Coligni alone,
they' must now, they thought,
murder Coligni and his ‘chief
colleagues. There was as yet no

Neither of the:

called, but of an enlarged num-
ber of assassinations. The cons-
pirators were sliding down the
inevitable slope towards a gen-
eral butchery, bnt they had not
vet reached the bottom.

The final impulse was given
by the least guilty of the whole
company, by Charles the Ninth
himself. The conspirators could
not venture to despatch so many

leading men without his sanc-
tion. This his mother and bro-

ther undertook to secure. The
the unhappy vouth (he was not
yet. 23) revolted against the deed,
which, moreover, would sweep
away the great Admiral whom
he was already beginning to
view as a father, and who, he
hoped, would soon initiate him
into high emprise of glorious
war. But the diabolical resolute-
ness of his mother, and of his
brother, left the wretched boy,
weak in’ body and will, no re-
fuge. At last he burst out:
“Well, if it must be so, let it be
so. Only do not stop with the
chiefs. Xill them all, that there
may be none left to reproach
me.”  His mother and brother
did not care how many of the
common people perished be-
sides, and thus the single abor-
tive murder of a few day;s hefore
had now expanded into the ter-
rible massacre which Catherine
herself, an  honr earlier, had
hardly wmeditated.  The mind
of the Julses, however, was still
fixed on the Admiral. and it is
said that in their province not a
single Huguenot suffered death.
[ am not able to verify this
statement, but it seems wholly
consonant to the character of the
House of Lorraine.

The Parisians, then as intense
Catholics as two centuries later
they were intense Jacobins, and
as now a great part of them are
Jacobins of a yet more malig-
nant type, were ready for the
butchery. They had not forgot-
ten the burning monasteries, the
plundered and mutilated
churches, the violated tombs,
the three thousand monks and
priests slowly tortured to death
Like every party, they had for.
gotten their own past atrocities.
Only a tew months before this
their indignation had flamed up
afresh when they learned that
two hundred monks and priests
of a captured town had bheen
asked by Dutch DProtestants to
renounce their religion, and, re-
fusing, had been put to death in
lingering torments. Tney re-
membered that they had now
among them, unsuspicious, or
but beginning to suspect, those
tvery Calvinists whe, they be-
i lieved (apparently on good evi-
ydence) had invited the German
Lutherans to the sack of their
;Ci!y.
| As the English Jesuit says,
nothing can be alleged which
will excuse the massacre of St.
Bartholomew’s. Yet the various
considerations and facts which I
have adduced ssem to be quite
sufficient to explain it.

Crarres C. STARBUCK.
12 Meacham street, North Cam-
bridye, Mass. :

The Tablet, of May 5, an-
nounces that a marriage ‘“‘will
shortly take place” between Wil-
Tiam Lounis 8Scott, Local Master
at Ottawa of the Supreme Court
of Judicature for Ontario, eldest
son of the Hon. R. W. Scott,
Secretary of State for Canada,
and Alice May, second daughter

ilivan, Chief Justice of Prince
!Edward Island.

feelings and the conscience of

of the Hon. William Wilfrid Sul-

Written for Tug Ruview by an English
Banker.

The recrudescence of late,
both in India, and now in Eu-
rope, of that most awful of all
the scourges to which the hu-
man race is, or probably ever
has been, subject, the Plague, or
“Black Death,” is a matter which
should cause great concern, and,
in view of the unfortunate fact
that so far ‘medical science has
proved quite unable to arrest its
full progress if once it gains ser-
lous hold of a population, it
must surely be the duty of gov-
ernments, at whatever cost, to
appoint duly qualified medical
commissions to study the sub-
ject experimentally, with a view,
to devise a mode of treatment
which would enable the profes-
sion to cope successfully with
even the 1most virulent on-

slaughts of the dreaded pestil-
ence. )

For it an outbreak he not
speedily checked, the fell dis-
ease spreads like wild-fire
throughout a population. For:
instance, the last occasion of a
visitation in London, A.D. 1665,
no less than 97,306 victims were
carried off, or about one in five
of the entire population of the
Metropolis at that time; in a
week alone, according to Pepys,
10,000 having succumbed. Com-
paring the present population of
London, of more than five mil-

lion were said to have died in
90 days.  In China the number
of victims was estimated at five
millions.

Happily for mankind the
world has for more than two
centuries been spared any terri-
ble visitation of this deadly pes-
tilence, may this immunity be
continued; and may the great
civilizing  powers  carefully
watch tor, and, with the aid of
the most drastic measures, en-
deavor to stamp out any out-
break in any part of their domi-
nions.

But though the “Black Death”
is full of horror, yet the “Second
Death” is far more terrible, for
the ome 1s, for those who are
amongst the redeemed. only the
entrance to a glorious Life, re-
plete with ever-enhancing grati-
fication and pleasure; while the
other involves a neve-ending ex-
istence of gruesome remorse, and
unavailing self-condemnation.

CANADIAN PILGRIMAGE

TO PARAY-LE-MONIAL,
AND ROME.

LOURDEsS

On the 22nd of June, the
Feast of the Sacred Heart will
be celebrated at Paray-le-Mo- .
nial, which may be called the
birth place of the devotion, by
pilgrims of all the nations of the
world.

The Canadian pilgrimage.
which has received the warmest
approbation of our apostolic del-

lions, with the half million of!
that time, a plague of equal vir-|
ulence would carry offin a week |
a hundred thousand victims, or|
a ghastly aggregate of more than
a million human beings, slaught-
ered by the desolating hand of
the grim destrover.

‘What a charnel house the Me-
tropolis was during those melan-
choly weeks! On the door of
nearly every house the words
‘Lord have mercy on us,” marked
in chalk, together with a cross.
indicated that the pestilence
was, or had been, raging there-
in; while lying about in the
streets and on the doorsteps were
people writhing in their last
death-throes, soon to be collected
by the death carts which were
constantly traversing the streets.
And as the carters passed along
the thoroughtares, erying out 1n
cadaverous tones the dismal
dirge, “Bring out your dead,
bring out your dead,” the ghast-
ly pile was soon completed, to
be taken to the nearest plague
pit, and unceremoniously shot
into the common grave, as if all
s those human forms, all that was
left of loved and revered ones,
were but a cartload of road re-
fuse. Night and day this me-
lancholy cry continued to re-
sound, pit after pit being filled
up almost to the brim with the
ghastly loads.

Providential it surely was
that immediately after the sub-
sidence of the plague the great
fire of London constimed the in-
fected area and burnt to the
ground the houses in which, in
many cases, the last inmate hav-
ing succumbed, his home had
become his sepulchre.

‘the Black Death of which his-
tory has any record, appears to
have been the outbreak culmin-
ating A. D. 1845, the death-roll
of which, in Europe alone, was
estimated at twenty-four mil-

furiously, for'in one place, the

Theé most terrible visitation of |

lions; while in Asia it also raged |

great city of Bagdad, half a mil-

egate and the entire Canadian
episcopate, laves Montreal onm
June 2 by the Dominion liner
Vaucouver, and returns by the
same on Aug. 4. From DParay
the Pilgrims will go on to
Lourdes and Rome.

In Rome they will have audi-
enee of the Holy Tather and
will tulfill the conditions for
gaining the indulgence ol the
Jubilee.

Father I... Kavanach, N J,
is chaplain to the DBuwiish sec-
tion of the pilgrimuage,

Of course ample o portunities
will be atforded 10 visit aund en-
joy the principal points ot inter-
est abundantly occurring in an
itinerary which covers Liver-
pool, London, Paris, Marseilles,
Genoa, Florence, Rome, Venice,
and the St. Gothard through
Switzerland.

The business matters are in
the hands ot Mr. L. J. Rivet, an
experienced manager, who ac-
companies the piigrimage and
who may be applied to for infor-
mation at 418 Rachel street,
Montreal. The fare is $400,
which covers all travelling and
living expenses duriug the nine
weeks’ ‘absence. As the ocean
tickels are good for six months,
a protracted sojourn would ena-
ble onc to visit Ireland and Scot-
land. For fear of disappoint-
ment places ought co be sccured
as soon as possible.

GIVEN FREE.

Davidson’s fanmious granite

‘ware for' your hotnes, free with

a $2 purchase of any price Tea

or Coffee, Baking Powder, Pep-

er, Mustard, Ginger, Spice, etc.

egular grocery prices, 25, 30,
35 and 40 cents per pound. Send
in small trial mail order and se-
cure grand premiums and big
list of prizes. Agents wanted
everywhere. Salary and com-
missions. Stamp i%r reply and
catalogue. Great Pacific Tea Co.,
1464 St. Catheérine St., Montreal,
Que.



