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FATHER CHERRIER'S

REPLY T0 MR. TURK.

The Methodist Minister’s Statements Considered

and Fully

Discussed.

His Conceptions of Justice and Charity Criticized. His
Statistics Proved to be Faulty. Authorities Quoted
to Shew That His “ Arguments” Were Based

On False

Premises.

The Church of the Immaculate Concep-
tion was crowded to its utmost capacity on
Sunday last with a congregation made up
of leading citizens of all denominations
and of many nationalities, attracted by
the announcement that the Pastor, Rev,
Father Cherrier, wounld speak on the
school question, and that his discourse
would be the answer of the Catholics of
Manitoba to the sermon delivered by the
Rev. M. Turk at Grace Methodist Ghurch
the previous Sunday. We take much‘
pleasure in giving below a full report of
Father Cherrier’s remarks, and we can
with confidence assert that every unbiased
reader can come to but one conclusion,
viz: That considered as an answer to the
Methodist Divine it was complete.

Father Cherrier apoke from the text
“Fear God, Honor tbhe King,” 1st Peter,
xi chapter, 17 verse : Therefore all things
whatsoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye even so to them. Mat.
vii, verse 12, He sald: “These quds
were last Sunday chosen by a reverénd
Methodist preacher of our city af a fit-
ting toxt, it appears, to 2 long and ela-
berate sermon on the school gquestion,
that burning school question which just
now and so rightly occupies tne public
attention. In the mind of the reverend
gentleman *these words of Scripture
are so plain, they require no g‘xplana-
tion but only to be applied. They set
forth our duty to God, and earthly ralers,
and lay before us the Christian standard
of conduct between man and man. For
this reason,” added Mr. Turk, “I have
chosen them as a motlo, I desire to keep
them before me while I speak to guide
and control both thought and utterance.’
My intention to-day is to speak to you
also on theschool question, and although
1 feel that I cannot do better than follow
the reverend pastor of Grace church in
the choice of a text befitting the circum-
stance, I must confess I am at the out-
set quite confident I shall arrive at con-
clusions very different from his. Tak-
ing, however, wbat he calls “ a motto,”
for my guidance I will promise hm_l'tl.la.t
whilst feeling in duty bound to criticize
his utterances I shall do so without for-
getting to do unto him as I would have
liked Lim to do unto me. “ Fear God,
Honor the King,” that is fear the Lord
for “there is no power but from God:”
Rom., xiii, v. 1; “Honor the King,” for
he that resisteth the power resisteth the
ordinance of God, and they that resist

urchase to themselves damnation.”
bidem xiii, v. 2. 8o muchina nutshell
for the respect and humble submission
which we all owe to those constituted in
authority. But let us see how the pre-
cept is put into practice by our separated
brethren of the Methodist church in
Winnipeg. Isay in Winnipeg, because
the whole Methodist church in Canada
does not appear to be of the same mind
On this question. In Montreal, for in-
stance, the resolution, “Resolved that
the Roman Catholics of Maritoba have
a right 1 & geparate school system,”
having been discussed in the parlors of
St. James’ Metlodiat church on Saturday
ovening, the 23rq ingt. and the question
submitted to the audience decision was
given in favor of the affirmative. But
it was not o here, however, for Mr.
Turk informs Us that at 5 meeting of the
Methodist Minsterial gggociation of
Winnipeg a resolution wag passed and
wired to Ottawa protesting against inter-
ference with tbe school Aystem of Mani-
toba, * first, because by this law no in-
Jjustice is done to any citizen; gecond,
such interference would infringe upon

rovincial rights which are gacred.”
iet us pause bere a moment to consider
bow far the conviction of duty as em-
bodied in the resolution 18 consistent
with the fear of the I.ord and the honor
due to the King. It is all very well for
any section of the community to advo-
cate for themselves a system of so called
national schools, a fair definition of
which is yet to be found, a system of
8chools that will meet the wants of such
a8 compose that section of the commu-
nity, but, it is another thing to impose it
upon others, a minority whose conscience
Cannot acmit of it, and whose right 1t is
to refuse to submit to such a sysiem.

84 Mr. Turk for whom personally I
entertain a high esteem, had he and the
members of the Ministerial asscciation
prefixed to their grand resolution some
of she clauses of both the British North
America act and the Manitoha act, it
might by the contrast have caused them
to somewhat alter the wording of their
regolution, and perhaps even the sub-
stance of if.” Father Cherrier then
read sub-section 3 of section 93 of the
British North America act; also section
22 of the Manitoba act, 1870, and con-
tinued. “Inthe face of these important
clauses which it is as clear as daylight
are intended for the protection of mino-
rities, ‘vhether Protestant or Catholic, it
is hard to understand how Mr. Tark and
his co-members of the Methodist Minis-
terial association could have . been

brought to the conclugicns embodied in
eir resolation, and entertain at the

Bame time a true fear of God and proper
honor &K the king. They say that ° by

-

this law (the school act of 1890) no injus-
tice is done to any citizen,” and Mr.
Turk adds that our grievance is only a
technical one. When in the case of
Barrett vs, the city of Winnipeg, their
lordships of the privy council declared
the law of 1890 intra vires, although “it
was not doubted (in the estimation of
their lordships) that the object of the
1st sub-section of section 22 of the Mani-
toba act was to atford protection to
denominational schools ;7 although to
this day there is neither man or woman
who gives any attention to such matters,
who will not adm1t that in the minds of
those who framed the Manitoba act that
sub-section was meant to etablish for
all time to come a system of public de-
nominational schools in Manitoba, how-
ever, because their lordships had to con-

sider, according to their own words,

“not what may be supposed to have
been intended, but what has been said,”
(see Manitoba School Case, page 273),

their lordships pronounced a judgment

altogether adverse to the interests of the
Catholic minority. Did then the pastor

of Grace church and his fellow Protes-
tant clergymen find any fault with the
techinical difficulties of the law. No,
far from it, for T would not be surprised
to hear that he was of the nuraber who
exhorted the poor Catholics of Manitoba
to bumbly submit. We had no need,
however, of such exhortation, for the
Catholics are

LAW-ABIDING CITIZEXS,

and though the law might accidentally
enforce an outrageous iniquity upon
them, the Catholics accepted the con-
Sequence with mo other resistance
than the recourse which law itself
granted them for constitational re-
dress. Now the position is somewhat
altered by the last judgment of the
brivy councit and eo it comes to pass
that Mr, Tark will find fault with
the law and call our grievance only
a technical one; nay, the reverend gen-
tlem_an, in accord ‘with the members
of his ministerial asgoclation, wil]l have
it that “by the schodl act of 1890 no in-
justice is ‘done to any citizen.” I am
sorry that a minister of the Gospel
should 8o forget
taken from the Bible : “Fear God, honor
the King.” “No injustice is done to any
citizen,” hq 8ays, and yet what has the
Supreme tribunal of the realm pronounc-
ed on this very question ; what have the
representatives of Her Gracious Majesty
-=“honor the Kipg”—qdecreed regarding
this very point. Has the pastor of Grace
Chureh forgotten to read the passage of
toeir lordships judgment regarding the
grievances of the Catholic minority ? Let
usread it brethren, for your information,
and the information of such ag are dis-
posed not to ullow themselves to be
blinded by prejudice and religious big-
otry.  “The sole question,” said the
Lord Chancellor, “to be determined is
whether a right or privilege which the
Roman Catholic
enjoyed has bewn affected by the legis-
lation of 1890. Their Lordship’s are
unable to see how this question can re-
ceive any hut an affirmative answer.
Coutrast “the position of the Roman
Catholic prior and subsequent to the acts
from which they appeal. Before these
passed into law there existed denomin-
ational schools, of which the control and
management were in the hands of Ro-
man Catholics who could select the
books to be used and determine the
character of religious teaching. These
schools received their proportionate
share of the money contributed for school
purposes out of the general taxation of
the province, and the money raised for
these purposes by local assessments was,
80 far ag it fe]]
only towards the support ot Catholic
scuools. What is the position ot Roman
Catholics under the act of 1890. Schools
of their own denominatiowu, conducted
according to their views will receive no
aid from the state, Thiey must depend
entirely for their support tpon the con-
tributions of the Roman Catholic com-
Munity, while the taxes out of which
state aid is
vided for by tne statute fall alike on
Catholic  and Protestant, Moreover,

his own teaching as

minority previously

upon Catholics, applied

granted to the schools pro-

while the Catholic inhabitants remain
liable to local assessment, for school pur-
Puses, the proceeds of that assessment
are 110 longer destined to any extent for
the support of Catholic schools, but af-
fords the means of maintaining schools
which they regard as no more suitable
for the education of Catholic children
tban if they were distinetively Protest-
ant in their character.” guep being the
true state of the case, and I challenge
anyone to deny the facts related in their
Lordships’ judgment, how could an un-
biased mind hopestly entertain the idea
that by the school act of 1890 no injustice
is done to any citizen. Mr, Daiton Mec-
Carthy, bimself, at the hearing of the ap-
peal caze in Ottawa could not but ack
nowledge that we have a grievance, and
not merely a tecunical one, for in an-
swer to the Hon. Mr. Curran’s remark
“there is ‘a grievance,” Mr. McCarthy
said, “I am not going to say there is not
agrievance: I am precluded from that
by the judgment.” Would that our local
reachers of the Gospel of Feace could
ave the same . manliness in their ser-|
mons, which Mr, McCarthy “manifosted
before the council’ at

the Pastor of Grace church in his anxie-
ty to be just and fair to the poor Catho-{
lics of Manitoba will insist that the pro-
vinecial schools act was passed to remedy
“In many of
the geparate schools the French langua-
almost exclusively, the
standard of education in these schools
was low, the principal training being in
the Roman Catholic religion.” In answer
to this charge, which is but the repetition
of an old slander refuted a hundred
times, permit me to ask my reverend
friend whether : (a) it is a crime to teach
French to children born of French par-
ents 7 Let him apply the same princi-
ple to those of his own language I What
I' can venture to say, however, i8 that
for one child of English parentage that
knows a tew words of French, there ace
twenty or more children of French ex-
traction that know English almost per-
fectly. (b) With regard to the standard
of peneral education 1 would ask Mr.
Turk if he made his statement from per-
sonal information, or if he has drawn his
knowledge from outside sources. During
these evil days, when the enemies of
the chureh are prone to make charges
which they cannot substantiate, it is not
safe for a man whose motto is to do unto
others as he would Jike others to do unto
him, to trust too much to unproved as-

8ertions, even if they should serve a

And in order to convinc-

ed M. Turk, that, like many others he is

by much too hasty to pass judgment

regarding the inferiority of the Catholic

Schools of Manitoba, I shall take the li-

berty of calling his attention to the suc-

cess acnieved by these schools in the

Interrolonial exhibition held in England

Father Cherrier here read from

Arehbishop Tache’s two letters on the

School question, pages 6 and 7. Should

Mr. Turk be anxious to enier into the

Sphere of higher education I may p
haps be permitted to call his attention
to the laurels gained by the students of
the St. Boniface college year atter year
at the Manithba university examina-
tions. The university calendar being
with easy reach of all who may take an
interest in ¢he matter I shall not make
a special reference.
charge regarding the

must be granted, [ am afraid, that the
¥y does not go so far with
notwithsianding their
f God honor the King;”
Mr. D. McCarthy.
8 our grievance a tech-

sense of dut
some of the
protest of “Fear o
as it does ey
Rev. Mr. Turk cal}
nical one, and in

SPIRIT OF JUSTICE
he compares us to th
he says, “in e

ze was used

e Mennonites, who,
quity bave the same right
8chools, which they desire
tholics have.”
difficult for any enemy of all that is
Catholic to show greater narrowness of
mind than does this reverend gentle-
man in the present instance. For what
rights or privileges have tbe Menno-
nites ever acquired in this country with
regard to education? Waere they here
Manitoba act was pass-
ad they done anything particu-
lar to entitle them to the consideration
of the framers ot the law? Had their
ancestors ever been on a field of battle
to save Canada to England? Had they
ever sent any misgionary to evangelize
the poor Indians of our prairie land ?
Wken history shall transmit to the com-
ing generations the names of the pioneers
of this country, and their noble works,
shall there be'a page to the memory of
any Menuonite apostles and their work
of patriotism or of their eva..ngeh.cal
Mr. Turk should bear in mind
that when a contract is passed between
two parties affecting the future of such
parties, it does not confer the same
rights and privileges to a third party,
whoever he may be, that may choose in
after years to come and live side by side
There is here a question of
acquired rights and privileses, which
must be respected by all incomers as
long as the law which guarantees thoge
rights and privileges holds good. If Mr,
Turk does not approve of the rights and
privileges enjoyed by the Catholics of
Manitoba let him first obtain the can-
celling of the Manitoba act as advised
the other day by Rev. Mr. Grant at the
banquet of the Orange order in this city,
and tuen he may be free to compare the
position of Catholics with that of the
Mennonites, who are settled down in
Manitoba, or any other sect which may
choose to come and plant its tent in this
country. But until then, the Catholics,
whether in the minority or not will con-
tinue to lay a claim to what it is nergther
in the power of the pastor of Grace
Churea nor even of any local legislature
to take away from them. The reverend

at the time the account of want of better knowledge,

in the lands of her ennemies. But the
Rev. M. Turk will insist, and, therefore,

gnitaries have expressed themselves ag
not opposed to Catholic schools, and so.
it T mistake. not, has the Pope himself,”
Well, let us see what the views of the
church are with regard to education. In
order to avoid being too long, I shall on-
ly quote from the third council of Balti-
more, some of the decrees which bear

Bl s, eve the most strongly upon the question :
u .

Moreover, as the

STANDARD OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION
-

is not limited to Manitoba but extended
to Quebec, and in general to Catholic
countries, I may perhaps make mention
of the results obtained recently by the
atholic Quebec at the Columbian Exhi-
dition in Chicago, where the juduzes were
1) nearly, if not all, Protestants; and then
Shall I remark also that when Italy or
Spamn are charged with illiteracy very
ttle indeed is said of the standard of
fine arts in those countries, particalarly
the former, which is to tlis ‘day con-
8idered as the land o
In painting, statuary, sculpture and so
but let me point in particular to
lic Belgium as a specimen of the
attainment of the Catholic schools as
compared with the national or statg
Father Cherrier here quote

rom a report taken from an official moment. In this theard in a matter of such
organ “Le Moniteur’ of Belgium and |1
continued : What more

many of our Roman Catholic fellow

grievance to go
If many could
only, I would grant to him that there
exists in our midst one he might quote,
and Iet him not be scandalized at it for
there always were men of that stamp
throughout the centuries since the for- F
mation of the Church of Christ. The first

was found amongst the twelve chosen
apostles of the Lord, and the bad seed
has kept on spreading from generation
But if Mr. Turk rea}ly
means that there are many Catholics
sharing his views I would challenge him
to give the names of only halt a dozen of
practical Catholics in Winnipeg, t. ¢,
who do not only go to church on Sunday
but who receive communion at least at
Easter, a8 a proof of his assertion, and I
may then surrender, but till then I shall
hold his assertion as a merely gratuitous
one and, consequently, of no value what-
With regard to his figures con-
cerning the illideracy of Catholics in
Manitoba, as he has had already to alter
his statement I shall wait a little longer

to generation,

8 8 usefui t
. I pray, could be
to convince any fair minded critic
at what is charged against the stancard | s
of Catholic education exists more in the
imagination of our detractors than it
does in reality. For further information,

lest he might have some new revised
list to offer in the near future, for if he
has his information from the source I sus-
pect he is not through yet with his cor-
8o much for the justice of the
case, let us say something row of

THE LAW OF CHARITY

by which the pastor of Grace Church
wanted to be guided, but which I am
sorry to say he seems to have forgotten
the very outset of
How my reverend
the golden rule

shall see by the reasons he briags for-
ward to justify bis protest against inter-
ference with the school system of Mani-
toba as now established Ly law: First,
he says, “because by this law no injus-
tice is done to any citizen;” we have
already disposed of this reason; second,
“because such interference would in-
fringe upon provincial rights, which are
To understand the amount of
charity in this let us take the following
illustration. Mr. Turk I will suppose,
has been -deprived without any notice
or shadow or reagon, hut only to.serve
the ends of his despoiler, of a piece of
property which he had pe
Joyed for twenty years back, Naturally
he is greatly incensed over the out-
rageous piece of iniquity and ss a con-
sequence brings the matter hefore some
of the local judges for redress. These,
unfortunately, through some technical
defect of the law pass a judgment ad-
verse to the reverend gentieman’s in-
But he not content with this
first judgment appeals to the supreme
court were ultimately a decision is ren-
Now it remains for
the executive of Winnipeg to do justice
to Mr. Turk, but as the order is issued
for the redress, there comes an associa-
tion, call it by what name you will,
No, this should not be
done, because such interference would
n local rights, which are
t do you think would be
the sentimenis of my reverend friend?
Do yon suppose he would have great
admiration for the charity of an associa-
tion which would exercise its influence
to prevent justice being done? And let
not Mr, Turk say the cases are not alike,
for where the law of the land provides
for an appeal from an ioferior to a
superior court, in like mapner the con-
Btitution clearly provides for similar ap-
peal froth a local to a central power in
matters of eddcation, whereever. a right
tant or Roman
minority has been

ion it is true,

the Catholic conscience.

ious sects being kept out-
e of the Catholic chureh,
nd grand institation” as he
once styled it before me, is not due to
this that they have retained certain
points of doctrine which they hold
common with us, but to the fact that
they have rejected some of the truths
taught in the Roman echurch, he may
perbaps be brought to concede that
whereas the Protestants may
a certain system of vague rel
ciples it is impossible for Cat
in like manner.
Turk mao be satis
are not Godless nor distine
lic, but let him know th
like him to Godless sc
ppose any system of schools
ere nothing but a teaching of no dis-
tinctive character is admitted, In other
words we cannot any more agree with
Mr. Turk upon any system of religious
ing that is not our own i
to exchange

As a Protestant Mr.
fied wi‘h schools that
tively Catho-
at if we object
bools we also

dered in his favor.

pulpitﬁt ‘;‘Vithlhim' .
: : respect for his religious
which says: Protestant clergymen in
goverument to grant
purely secular schools,
uantum of religion gc-
tant denorinations’
g a charitable aasgig-
Lolic fellow-ci
been avolded
mars the peace and
fferent sections of the
‘Conscience,”

them instead of
schools with a q
ceptable to all P
thought of extendin
tance to their Cat
much might have
trouble which now
harmony of the di
‘people of Manitoba.
my dear friend, 18 Ao
fore he would agree
could not conscienti
ren to the nationa}
stitute & grievance,”

: "Protestants and. Cat; scoord;

‘i & devout Catholic.| the nambe: of child ehoo] 5
ously sond his ehild- | N B e kool s
Is it would von-

but he rejects the’ gran

Ottawa. .. But it : 4 ?:‘lfﬁﬁ

rinciple first on the ground that “one

oman Catholic citizen of Winnipeg is a
trustee of national schools and has two
daughbters teaching, and yet declares he
is in full communion with the Roman
(atholic church.” To this I answer that

lthough 1 am not appointed judge over
that Roman Catholic citizen of Winni-
peg, with whom I am in no-wise concern-
ed, I am perfectly free to state here that
it is not the fact of any individual decla-
ring that he is in full communion with
the RomanCatholic church that will make
me believe him to be such if I have good
reasons to be convinced that it is not.

At all times the church has had children | g

protesting of their faithfulness to her
teaching, whilts in reality, and unknow-
ingly, perhaps, with sonze of them, on

they were made
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those interested to peruse a valuable (
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