
THE CANADIAN SPECTATOZ.

and to make use of its faculiies during tlie liat liaif century or so, and everey
day it is developiîsg suds, fresil pawr s and ninig sncb nev discoveries th'it it
seems but a chiid-worild as yeî, andi nost of iis, T fancy, void like ta lin-er
awhiie ta see wbat it ivili Le 1i1,c w hcu it has grown to be the big main-%i-orld of
the great future.

Every day sonsetbiug îs liappenssug ta open our eves ivider, and ta cause
us to lift our bauds in rcnenCd vjude We have got over steain and eic
trîcity, tisose giisnt forces of tihe new irtb, svhicis have clsanged the face, of tlic
world witiîin tLe nsemory of tise living. It is alreadv diffleuit ta realize the
condition of things wvleii d<id not play tîseir ljos famniliar p)art. We have
ever accepted quict!3y and as a niatter of course tise wonder of the spectruns-
that most exqnisite of sciestific triunmpls, wisich, by the simple means of a
triangular piece cf glÉ,ýs-ciiibles n13 to deternme the composition of the sun
and thse plisrets, and ta detect the preseuce of poison in the stonacli of a dead
man Alre'ady) ive are off and au ay on new tricks, and busy ini the realisation
of novel ideas. Foremost aioisgst tbese inay Le noted the inventioni for seeing
by telegraph. It i.s fot enougb tbat sve have coîsquered the lightniîsg , and
made il l!ay tise pnri of \-fercinry, ini carrying our îsessages froni one side of
the world to the other. Vile have aiready diviued tIsat it is capable of more
thaîî tîsis. We cati rsake it inter tlic messages aloud in tise voices of tîsose wvio
send tbeim ! ut saîssctiing more remraiued ta lic acconsplished, aîsd science
bas becîs equal to tlice effort. la redad to her y telegrapîs were aliîst
incredible achievemeuts. Buit toe ! Tisat is tlie crowniug tritispîs. ht
annihilates space msure effectuaiiy than auy thiug yet attemjsted. Tlo stand at
tise end of a ivire and look on tlise faces of those ai tIse other ensd of il, tîsougi
hiaif tic wvorid divide themn frorn us, is a feai surpassiiîg auything that tIse
imagination of tise past ever corsjured ul). 'l'ie mosi tîsat the atlors of the
1Arabian Nights'" dreaused of stas tHe coxsveyance of a person bodily tlsrouigl

the air, as sw'ien tise Prinsce sat on tise crichianted carîset which bore him over
land and sea leagues away. Tise riearest to the idea was the encbanted unir-
ror, ii svbiclî were bchield scenes and persans in far-off climes ; but tîsen it mwas
understood, even by those svho looked into tise isirror, tîsat the object pre-
sented was unreal, and înereiy conjured up by inagical art dealing wiîi tise
4shows of tlsiugs. WVlen Faust belield Marguerite as slie sat spinning ai lier

wheel, it ivas a piece of diablerie i erforused hsy Mepisistopîseles, aîsd 15o more real
than is tise vision of HeIlen of Troy, vhso lias beeus dead thousausds of years.
But science gives as the iicneau of* seing anti canversîîsg iilhical penýis,
whatever tise distance by whijei ne niiy be separated frarri theus, and so muaches
the limits of tise conceivably oief.

Lt is a very pretty question wlsetiier %ve have conquered tise Lnlk of tlie
myteries of Nature available for tise tise of' manî, or wheîlier lie oîsly stand as
yet on tise thresisoid of a vast scieistific future. l,ike nany other quîestionss, it
is the mare fasciîîatig frosu the inîpossibility of any ansîver Leing fortlscomiîîg.
This much, lsowevcr, insy l>e Sstiis(l %vith certaintv, whetlier or not iiev
initial farces ivili be discavecred, tiiere eaui Le na doîibt that those vhso cause
later iat tIse world, and have experieuce of it iii its more nmature state, ivili
have tise benefit of nesv canibirations of knowrs fotces, whîicls wiii Lelp) greatly
ta smooth tie plis af lue, ansd facihitate the lutercaurse Letween individuals
and nations. Scienice is tise goul laîrv <of tise îvorld, aîsd nîay yct have mauy
a blessing in stare for tîsose îvho svoo lier îvitls beconîing ardaur. Certain it is
that wc have isat exisausted ail] tise possibilities af svhat she lias already giveis
us, and every year rusîs yield sauseilsin , fresh eiuber in tise way of discovery
or invention.

It svould secin. tao, tîsat tlic world itself is destined ta present a new
aspect ta those svha caine after Lis. Onîe of our hatest manias is for cutting and
Lacking tIhe wvorld about so as ta fit it ta serve aur purpose more neariy and
compactly. 'l'ie sitccess of tihe experimnset of the Isilîmus of Suez, Ly the
severing af whiclî a short ctit ta ludia ivas obtained, Las been sufficiently
encouragiug ta set us ihiiuking about tlie possibihity of getting from one sea ta
another withont ronisdiisg a cape. Already twa scîsemes are on foot in con-
nection with tise Istbnus of Pansama, whîicîs lies so inviîingly in the midst
of the American continent, and seelsîs only ta need a slice with a knife to
enable ius ta rcach tue further ocean sviîii a feiw Lours. This sort of thing
îîsed to Le heft ta Nature, xviio certaiuiy lias nmade some striking alterations in
the worid's surface in lier time, but Nature is slow in lier operations. She
wants thousands of years ta effecit a desirable improvement, tLe benlefits of
wbich we desire ta realize. ont of lsand. Moderns impatience cannot xvait for
her, especialiy as it bas no gîîaraîstee that she w'iil effect whsat we want jîsi in
the way we want it if ive allais lier ev'er s0 much time. She lias Lefore now
done many thîngs wviicis iere, ta say tise least of it, iîîcoîvenient, in tise way
af submerging ishaîîds, siliiig-uip rivers, and Lreakiîsg dowis bulxvarks essential
ta the -preservation, of propelrty, iii whicis respectable, ivell-to-do people lsad
vested interests. Tise resuits af leaving tîsese matters ta Nature are ofteîs very
qîsestionable ; but itL is ual at ail certain thsat wlsen mîan takes sucls operations
in hand hie will do niuch, better. Tishis is strik.iug-ly illîîstrated Ly tise stiggested
Panama cutting. There are isany îiîings ta Le considered in suds an under-

* taking, and one point whsics I tlîink Las not received consideration. The
theory bas Leen broached that shouid aîsopening Le made through the narrow
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ligature which. unites thec North and South Ansericas, tise Giif Strearr will in
ail probability avail itself of this new olpeuingn,, and tiake a fresh direction.
The' resuit of tins it is scarceiy possible to foreteil. I)eprivecl of this source
of heat and fertilization, the Briiisli hsies migbit iai)se into te condition of
other counitries occupying the sanie latitude, and the wondcrfui climiate, which
is their glory, would be gone.

These illustrations ivili serve to show th it there is very mu&sl wvhich
should make a reasonable mari accept flie position t1hat hoe iý; îcaily Ftnnew,%ýhat
in advance of his time ratier than beliind it. The giory of" tlic norld, so far
from having departed, is perhapîs flot yet realized, while on the otiier liand,
science may bring, about chianges iufluitely curions and iiînpoitatif and in
respect of svhîch every one mnust desire to be in tine position of lins1 'ho
chronicied the adventures of John Gilpin, and who e':pressed ihle w isl as to his
future exploits, " vhen le next doth ride abroad, nmý.v 1 bc there to sec." The
future of the worid svili neyer be i eaiized by this generation, and it is idie
to specul;îte on the forms whichi it ,vill assume iiiftic years thîit are' to corne.
In ail proi)ability, much ivili be done to relieve humian labour and to arnelorate
the condition of humanity generaiiy ; Lut, on thec other haisd, (f this we inay
rest assured-humanity svill remnafn the saine in ail its essential respîcts. It
svill be animated by the same hopes, stirred by the sanie paîssions, sbetto
the sanie ailusents, and pîîrsue in the main the saine patlî froîsi tie cradie to
the grave. Science iill shed around the nman of the future rnanv blessirigs;
Lut, like tise ni of the past, lie will have to acccpt lis fate as lie finds it, and
to work out tlie great probiem for himseif. Tl'ie changes wrolight %vili lie
chicfly ou the face of things ; but it xvould Le pleasant to know what forins
those changes will assume, and for us, "tse airs of ail tise ages," to Le assured
that, even tlsough wc do flot linger to participate in the gond tiigwe shall
be able ta know svhat is consprised in our possible licritage.

THE FRENCH PROTESTANT PEOPLE IN MONTREAL.

PARTY SPIRIT.

We isow make some general remaks upon the work of evaiige*iito! là
stigmatizing the sectarian spirit whiclî is beiug continualiy maîîifestcd t1lerein.
For instansce, a sealous wvorker for himseif but not for tise saviour, who
evidently disagrees svith wlsat St. Paul says on this point in lus first epistie to
the Corinthians, is constantly ta Le Seeli in the homes of menubers of
denominations différent from his own. Another, who believes in tise advance-
ment of tIse interests of the churcs rather than of Chsrist, is as unscrupulous in
the nseans lie ernploys to add to tise clsnrch. Tl'ie great svant in tise adininis-
tration as welI as in the evangelization departnsents of tîsis work is tîsat of*
men svho while loyal to thecir deisomination, put Chsrist first and cleinuuiîsîtion
last. These mets arc very fesv and far betxveen. 'J'le spirit of parly every-
where prevails. lu very niany cases, self is put first, sect next, and the
Saviour last. Thsis is a sad statenient to make, Lut it is made thus frankly
that a change may Le Lrought about as soon as possible. Our Saviour prayed
that bis fQllowers might Le one, in order that the worid might believe that His
Lad sent H-im. Let us Le îsrofoundly convinced that our fellow <'otntrynsen,
so largely citizens of the great Catholic world, wili not Lelieve on tise Christ of
the gospel until we flot only present this prayer of our Saviouir, but honesily
work to bring about an answer to It.

MORAL CONDITION OF MEMBERS OF THE FRENCII lITURcttES.

In this connection we mnay say that wve have met witls cases of couverts
from the Church of Rome of most indifferent moral character, and on the other
hand we have come across nsany whose moral life wouid do credit to any
evangelical congregation. We have fotud men and woinen haly iii life and
active in spreading the doctrines of their new faitîs amoiig tise followers of thieir
old one. We miglst speak, for instance, of tise very efficient labours of a
French Canadian lady, not a member of any one of tise churches referred to,
but speciahly intcrested in one of tliem. A couvert of Fatiier Csiîsiquy, she
joined an English congregation with which lier husband is cnnected, and lias
since tlsat time, ivithout fee or reward, devoted herseif witls Apostolic fervour
and zeai ta the moral and material advancement of lier feilow countrynsen and
countrywonîen. Or 1 iight refer to that good meclsaîic who ha,,, iii spite
of persecuition, patiently persevered ini lus profession aîsd piac'îh e of Prîo-
testantisni, svho as an office-Learer of one of tIse churches to whlicîs reference
lias b-een made, lias visited regularly its meisibers, and bis, widi ' , ucii
acceptance to those wvion ihe lias visited, read and prayed svitl tîseis. 1I inighit
also speak of anotîser case of a convert to Protestantiss, well read 'iii religous
and general literature, with a very good knowledge, ecclesiastical, conmnercial
and political of lus cotintrymen, who rensains faitlifuil to tise teisets of bis new
faith and promises to Le useful therein. Mauy otîser cases present themselves,
but these three suffice as specimens ta show tiîit tIse Protestant movemeut of
a few years past has been successful in working a change for the better in the
hearts and lives of many men and women.


