
THIE SUNTBIEAM.
<waRrTT2-N Fou 'r TH ' BEI.

'I'91. LJAND OF 111E GOLDEN
ST11AND.

G;r6,E Y telil of tt sii thaft aileite hsea.
Tilsite sighted a dis! att shore,~Wtero te mntontaili's lite was of vrodrotts

bine,
And file tvitt<s sweet perfunies bore;

Attd a citv Eitottd ini a tttigltty oend~
WVilti towers and (lottes sublime.,

'Ti'as fite lotng sottgimt Lantd of tite.(oldlen Strand,
A latnd of te okicntiLie.

Soni a pilot rowed fromi tite sliànitig shore
Tlitt slmip in port Lo place,

But te captitii latugîmiet, atîdi a butmper quafi'cd,
As ime sneered in fle p)ilot>s face:

"Tiiik'tst Lhut 1,' said lie,. ivito sailicd te sen
«"fit itour.î of petit and Ccesr.,

"Canîtot steer mtty wuîy, Lhro' yotî playfui spray,
" To in attelorage nafe and ! mîcar?"

Reinctant IlIle pilot lefI te .4imip,
And Clite capLitin laughled, btol ho!

Atcd Lurncd liter prow towuîrds te suit Chat ilow
O'er te cily lilir samîk Iow.

FOIt littie thotigit. h%, lie tîe'er rnïgitit sec
Thant brîgit suit set agalît,

YeL lie scont, alack! wisimed te -pilot baclcz,
Amtd repenLed Itis vainitutgs. vatin!

Ton laLe! toc latte! tior itei-à nor sal
WVotld te sbu'lderittg ship ottî3'

Hearts ciîilled with l'ear, for' grüin and ttcar
A yawtting wltiripool k4y.

li vain minu vaitn! to stugeor strait
Mid te witttLeîs' ittdIy jýfidEngulplted ere long. ih te v'ortex strong,

ime mid wtve n'ci, ber roileut.

AndU sicli w;is ite fimrfuti dooin VLtey tell
0f Choese îtt'n ii te d:îys of old ;

Swift deatit Lliey ilied, at Chit bout e' pride,
Iti Cheir arrogane over-boid..

0it Li fois greit sea, tiot s0 slim Id ive
Disdain nicet heip) amtd entr,

For outr goal, so %rraitd, is the Elcavenly Li%îtd,.
And flitc pîlotVs ilttîte is ', Rr1veor"

"UIIIIUSTIIIAS IN O 1'

ItttTt'EN FOR TuF SCINXaEAMý.

1-f1i?..TtMAS le cotting! 'fie lit-îvcrs are
Cia, te leaves btave flei;coli breezes

ýtre Ihlowi.tng, and Lite grotutd is wltite witlî
isnow. I. kulow Chtat YOLI Iovoý Lite sttow,

decar Stîoireaiis, amni te ielîh saud te
Catmtditît Ciristt:t ut ,ontue . tty %vitlî tue

10 Ilte latntd or sunbijeuuts, wliere titere is utn
"Itl)v" no wiul,'r: (o bcauttiftt ILuiy) atnd denr
Route. Eveýrytimg Chat is grnird itd rorciotis
is tere Lo rejoice Cltc Citribtinn, and epca]
te Cat-hot lîettr.t. Anud Cltriî,Ltais tiiere, uts

uveyw'ter Chiat tue Cutliic Citlmeit it118 set
bier Ihle&sed, atotlterly stelms, is Lime fcast Of te
chljdreut.

lit yoltr oivit cliuirc.lte.s, îvhat, do yort sec ? A
groLto tad te m.attger anîd the Inîfatnt Jesus1
ivititin iL. A sîveet :î.îd t-ottitlimmg p)ictlte !-but
coule vitît tîte andt we wili kîteol Lo0geter, not.-
belore a picLure, but Leoe te re;tl Miiger
iL.;elf, itn witich <tur Lord %vaus lid hy hIary', Hie
Virgimi MIoîler, LCmat irst Cttîistnuis iigit, long
ago.

Now, it is Christuttas Eve int Ronte. Woid
you tittk se! Tite skcy is, biglît. aud clear, aîtd
oit, so bitle-witltut onte trice of cloud. Trite
suttshilte is îttréainîngi it citlodxing over 1il te
city, Iront Si.. Pîtî:Dt'Itd ,St.. OItofrio to
te Pittefo ,îttd Pel;tiiie imils-Lte ivarn, clier-

imîg sluitehinle. Evs'ryomte is hîappy. A mulîti-
tue of people, RXomans antd stramtgPrs, pis
along tiîe strvets. LetItir, foiiowv. WVe are itt
te Via St. Sistilla, -.tt1d lt te distantce, str.iurtit

before uis, riscs anl imninse editice with domes
ît.td towers: it iis Ltme clîurch of .Santt Maria

Mtiore-St. Mary t.or--for it is te greates.
chi e!rci Routte, dedicawtd to te Motiter of
God. Ait imntse Limrolîg is wimtUiug iLs way
towmmrds iL. ltheroamre yeti ng and o1l, Romitts
and foreigîters; ei-ery foreigner must be lucre.
lThe Roman lives imi Romte, but te stramiger
may itever Lrend il~s streets agaiti. Especialiy
rentarkabie are htîtf, youttig s&.jtîjitarists in Cheir
vsrious costuntes. Titis grouip ilt bine is fite
Greek College; thaL one uni scariet, is Germuan.
Titese it violet are front tie Rotti iSeýniuairy;
t hose imt viole ait.d black are Scotcht. Sonte
bave red chîctures attd titey are P>roputgtîttdlists;orne have cinctax.es of bibick ammd jinrplc, and

they are Beigians; each college is te ogizd.
So o11 Ive go, past Clic lèotain where B, rnini's
Triton blonT, the spnrkling waters highi in the
air from a massive horn; past teé churcit or
Sit Ciarlo, whiclt is exncLi, te size of one ol'
the piliars or St. Peter's, and down into the
pinzza, across whiech l4 Siinta Maria, Mageiore,
called.also St. Mary of the Snows and St. Mary
of the Mianger.

Thtis citurch is very old. IL dates froni te
eariy part of' tho fourth century. A boiy mani,
the patrician John, and bis spouse, bad a vision
one night in which they were toli to buili a
ch urch on the spot of Ronie found covered withI
su<îw in Lte mormttng. Whei te sua rose on
tho 501 of Arignt-the seation of the most in-
Lanise an(i continued hient-h is part of the
Esquiline ivas as deep-hidden in snow ns are the
siopes of Mount Royal in January. Parle
Liberius had rcceived' a similar nmessage froas
beaven. Surrounded by bis ciergy andI the
peoplie of Romie, wbo liait assemnil on the spot
of te miracle, the Hloly .Pontiifr imiseif traced
in te snow the site of si cimrel calledl St. Mary
or the Sîtows, and in the yeftr 352 lie consecritted
iL. Etch year, on te 5Liî of August, this
miracle is commemnorated, and durîng Clie ceoe*
nionies shower after shower o! white rose leaves
and other beatîtilul white blossomis iq thrown
from the domes until te pavement is covered.

Wer cross Lile piazza and are ait the foot of te
flighit of stone stops that encircle te entrance.
Little children flock arottnd, Ivith brown races
jin(i black curly hiair,-ittle boys iii eoats of
blue and vests of red ; littie girls in frocks
of red and bhte, attd shafwls about their shoul-
(lors, eacit otte wearinga the sandals of te
crocciari pensant, each oite clamouring for a few
pennies fromi te "gentie straniger," Signora,
Signora, Quaiche cosa per amore del l3arbino-
"Soinething for te sitke of the Infanit." WVe

sal isty them, and droppi ng a penny ini tite hand
of te old womati at the door, wve enter one of
the grtîndest churcîtes iii Christendoni. W~e
cannot stay f0 examine it; we înttst repatir Lo
the satcristy, whititer ail are litirrying. At Iast
Our tirn conurs; wye are in antd rnoviing towvards
ant altt-r biazig with candles. Flere, in iLs richl
reliqutinry, is te M4anger of Bethulehem! Ah!
truly, truiy, tbis is Christmas Eve. WhVt. mat-
ters it tîtat we are far from horne !-wve forget
flint ive are alone on titis Christinis Eve: we
ltastett to kuceel in reverence before te Crib in
wiîich lit), the infant foi-ni of Our Sitviotir, Oi
God. We kneei as the sitepherds kneit, as Lte
angeis lknelt., as St. Joseph. t-s Mary knelt: Ive
pray frotu te depths of ont- heart, stiîd oui- cyca
fill wtvh tears.

It is te truc Manger. You may easily uinder-
qtnmîd how sacred to te early Christians of
Judea, were RI] te places and things sattctiiied
by te touch or te presence of Ont Loid. As
soenti as time Gospel sprend to otiter couintries.
the îtew CitrisLians ivoul visit P'alestinte attd
pay reveremtce to te Holy Placeig. Tite Emprcss
St. H-eeiîm, muother of Constantinti the Great, vi-
.4itcd Bethlehtetm and itad the mnitger ei,;closcd
iii silver and te grotto covered witt te rîcitest
niftrbie. Whoum te Moitammetans i nvaded
Palestinte, te mantrer was carried into te
W~est, in te year 642. Pope Theodore piatci
it in Lime chureit of St. Mary of tce Snowâ,-
hettce iLs otber tiLle of St. Maitry of te Manger,-
amtd tienr iL te body of' St. Jerotme, tha, lie Wio
it lire imad guarded it, tttighit stili repose by its
side indteatlt. The reliquairy, orecase, is te gift
of a princesq. Ili fieiy chiselled silver are re-
presented Onr Lord in te mnrger of Betitie-
Item, Uic shelîherds keeling arouttd Ilirn, amtd
t lie ivise nieti whio bave corne to adore te Kintg
f te Jews. Aitove LCtese bats-relie.s is te crys-

Li case enel,,oiitg te wood ufCLite mnger. The
live i)ieces titt formed te manger hatve heen
separatcd attd are iting one above the other:
Litey cani hie see distinctiy, througî te clear
crystal. The larger pieces are about two-and-a-
liait feet in Iengtli and Cotir or five incites ini
I>teadth. Tte wvood is dlark and biatckenel tby
ime-but ail the jewels of te worid woil< flot

equal iLs worth 1After te arms of Mary, iL
ias Cite tirst resting place of our dear Lord upon

eiirtit. It ivas te irst titrone of te King of
kiutgs, and iL 8aw the firat homage p aid Lo Rim.
The angels of iteaven stood around i t-ilnd stnce
ten iîow many citristians, iîow many saints

bave kneit by iL during 19 centuries ? Aboul
it to.day kneels a vast assemblage ; people from
ail quartiers of te globe ; oid atd young; men,
womeni, citildren t nitts and Chteir pu pils; priests
attd seituarissof every nation, or everv reli-
gionsodru r itere; ail the world owes itonor
muid v1enraon L0to iL, for te Sitviour of te world
Iay in it, a babe, littie, htunmble, poor as te
i)corest babe oit eartît.

Tite n-atîger is expose(] but onte ut Clite ytt.
IL is kcopt ini ut elpt of flic eluttrch, autt ont
Chîristmnas Eve is bt'oumgit itito Clite sacristy,
where we sec iL. 'iithl flitc grutt cîtîtreli k,
iitqi niinted. \Tespers tite begu n. îl Czii nal.
itresides. The org;itîs lirai onut triutîtpltu toutes;
Lite gloriottA i'oices of te clmoim's f.inlotis sittgers
begimi te Psalmmts. A gre:tt ltutsit rails tîpon flite
cm'oîded Busilicat is a lieavemmly votce itegttts tii
hymîtî Jesit, Rcdeampfor- oîînitu»îm, RJsî,le-
(iettier of ntutmîkiimt : " muid îîutmili la so sîveet
as te stanzai M1et)tento rerimi, Coidilior. A pro-
cession thon formt ittd te srtireie is etirried
hack to ils oîvn citapel. Omi Citcistinas normig
il is again brouglit t<rthiitiud pluiced om qcie Itigli
aitar. Pottiical bMas foiiows with Lte ntost
splettitI music andi itttposiltg cerelnotlies. IL
remamîs in Chtat place tunti! «tLer Vespers o!
Ciînistmlas Daty, whien Lte foutr yotiigest Ctionts
of te cliurch, îtrecele< by ai te cergy, itd
foiîolved by te Cardinal, ciirry it hack to titi,
citapel. Th'îttemttds upuit Ltiosands are erowded
imîto the clîtircit-a demtse iitttss fitIs Lite aiisie
downm witich te processiont wvil advamice. The
siteristans antd chtoir boys carrying Curetmes couic
first ; a passage is umade ; stili cadei one strives
te Patchi a Iastglinîpse of lte tîmtnger aî itswses,
anmd te cîtildreut tue LotiîLo lookz ciosely and sec
time mantger of Clie B;tniîimto, te Syvet Ituiamt.
siolyI passes te l)rocesoil int ite citttiîc.
Tîtere writimîgs are dravmt tp, stittiutg Chtat te
relie ivas take ottt antd îttt Iî;ck iii Lime îiiescmce
of te clergy attd giviutg thme dletuuils of te cere-
miony. IL is dieui emicioset antd remnîît utîsetn
aîtd umîtoncied for a ycar, ummtii mîext Chrîistmtas
Eve.

WVe Lurn toL go, ont: iearts rejoiced ummd on-
soled. Btut Itefore we icave, lotok n) Lowutrds te
ceiimg. L is gildeti. WVeil, tat golîl is te tirst
gold brotiglit froin Ainericat Lo Europe. Yoti are
celebrttting te foturtît ceiteitttry of Amttericel's
disrovery. Do miot foiget LIme ceiimg otf Sauîta
lulamia Mitggiore. Tite fiit otfeîiiigso tifAnuea's
richte were detlicated te Golf. 1iNoit but tue
catholic Cimurch cati poit t 8uch fimets. Site
does flot seek riches, possesioms, power-mtio
site souglit andtt seeks te giory of GuU. Ammmriea
la C'1t iol ic ini ils omiginu, amnd soui iitist lie su int
every respect. T1'le Clituri wiii conîtinue Lo de-
vote to God liem every stop otîw:înt it te Lattd
of te WXest, as site gave Lo 1-uni te tirst goid
that cautte fronti iLs getterous bo-oin.

Omme mot<ntentt mtore. E citer witlt tîte imîto titis
umtagmiiticemmt cttapel, Lite Brgtes cuti tîc- (Io you
see Chaut rat lier lititi paintting alxetuî Ie alt;tr ?
It is Lime pîortrait of lice BlesaccI \Tar-gii, îîaînitcd
by St. hîtke. IL wats piaced boere wvit te
chitucît %vts bitilt. At its feL Clite Popes, 8;1itîts
Syntmniacus, Gregory, Adtrieni, iLeu,l'ati
p-issed utigîmîs mn) prmtyer. imuîr:ienim.ce
ltuZe been vrouiglit boe trugit iL. Lat tts
kîteel anti îri.y. A md niv ive leuie Stuitt. Mifria
MaIggiorc ; te migh t is coîilmug ont, tii si), de:î .
Suittl)taits, good bye.-Leo.

A DE AH L[f'IY'iiES i i1fR

cz-lERE was aL littie datîigîtter onmce, iose
[cet îvurp.-oit, s0 smmaii !

Titat %%,ienmîCtie Clîistîîtisi. Eve caitle toud tit lîy
votuiti't (d0 tt ti.

At least sito siil tey %voulidm't (Io, antd so site
tried aîtottem's,

t\ud folditîg lier wvee stoccîmg tnp,4sie.slyiy Loolz
ier mtîtitr's,

li pin Lis b>ig otte livre," site sati,-lie) sut
befote flie tire,

S1t6 iever ktem te tuiînî rare tiiiit caille tiîflou
Lte roof!

Sie nover lmeuîmd Lime ptttter o! a sinîgle reiîîdecr
imoof;

Site nover kmtt'w liou, soîîueout catt tdioo
his sîtreid gttrlprlse

AI te w-ce foot andi stocing-so difreret inu
siz-e!

Site omtiy knew wmem mhtormiig dawvted, Chatt ie

«4IL's w'aseafelitt Hoed antd ntcriily sie raise<i
lier pretty iutd;

Tien wiid vilth gice, sIte Qaw wviat dea- oid
Santa Clatis bitl done,

And ni to toit te joyfuil ttews,, to cacit anti
every olie:

"Maînma! P.tpat! Please conle attd looki a
loveiy doil, antd ttil!"

And " Sec how fumîl te siocking is! Hi ue woutid
liteve beeu ton limati!

1 horrowed titis for Santa Cl:tus. 1L ismt't faim
you ktîow,

To itiake hiia wait foreve- for a iittie girl 10
grow."

Il

il

b. ý__ .


