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FOREIGN TRADE OF FRANCE.

A portly volume of 1,128 pages is the
latest issue of L’Annuaire de {a Marine de
COommerce Francaise for 1888, Besides being
& compendium of marine legislation and of
the commercial marine of the French
Republic, it contains minute descriptions
of seaports and colonies of Franoce and
statistics of the commerce of the country.
From a tabulated statement of imports and
exports for 1886, we find that the countries
with which France does her largest trade
are the first eight in the following. The
figures represent millions of franes:

Imports. Exports.
Great Britain............ . 6164 1?(;)44‘6
Belgium .. ... . oo 4977 512-6
Gen_nany ............ . 3507
Spain ............. ceu. 279-8
Ttaly .o.ooovue... .. 262-6
Switzerland ..., . 00" . . 2875
United States......... .. .. 8148 4914
Argentine Republic ........ 2298 162-1;
Bn.tish India ............ .. 2185 14-9
Chmg. .................... 1781 17-8
Bm:?ll .............. ceres. 902 870
Mexico..................0" 58 39-3
8t. Pierre and Miquelon.... 87:6 b4
Australia............. ciees 192 136
Canada and Newfoundland . . 67 41

The total value of the year’s importa-
tions is given at 6,116 millions of francs,
say $1,025,000,000; and of the experts
4,246 million francs, or say $850,000,000.
The aggregate of inward and outward
commerce is thus 9,362 millions of francs,
or about $1,875,000,000. Tt will be observed
that a large trade, nearly $77,000,000 in
that year, is done by France with the
Argentine Republic and with Mexico and
the other South American countries. It is
worth while, indeed, to make a separate
tabulation of this trade with the Southern
Continent of America in the year 1886 in
millions of francs :

Imports. Exports.

Argentine Republic. ..., ... 2298 1521
Brazil .......,, ... 90-2 67-0°
Uruguuy ............... +.. 3810 228
Columbia, or New Granada 2140 862
Peru...................... 20-9 90
Chili....... ... .000." i1 191
Venezuela ................ 19-4 4-2
Ecuador and Bolivia. ... .. 32 29
French Guiana .......... " 03 64

429-9 3195

Here we have an aggregate trade of more
than $150,000,000 done by France with
South America in the year under notice,
which ig only $28,000,000, less than the
aggregate trade of Great Britain with that
continent in 1883, and fitty per wvent.
more than was done by the United States
with these countries in 1881, It will be
8een how small is the commerce of Canade
with France, in spite of the efforts made,
in the proviace of Quebec especially, to
cultivate a larger trade with that country.
Ofu' own fiscal retarns for the yeat ending
with June, 1886, make the exports of

of the French Republic for the calendar
year 1886 make the imports of France say
$1,350,000, and har Bxports to us $820,000.
The difference in the figures is perhaps to
be accounted for by the different period
covered.

We find it stated in Kuhlow's Journal of
20th June last that the share of Germany
in the trade with the Argentine Repubilic
in 1887 amounted to 10,019,985 dollars for

the import and 9,370,392 dollars for the
export trade. In imporés, Germany took
the third place, behind England and France
and before Belgium and the United States;
in exports, she came fourth, being behind
England, France, and Belgiom.

—In the British House of Commons on
Friday last the Chancellor of the Ex.
chéquer meved a resolution, which was
‘oarnied, $hat consolidated and redwced 8
Per cents be redeemable at any time after
the expiration of a year from the date at
which the resolution is made public, by
payments of not less than £500,000 at once.
He said that the balance of ‘consols unre-
‘deemed was £40,000,000 and of reduced 8
iper cents outstanding £60,000,000,and pro-
iposed o give notice on 6th July that he

{'would redeem both. He would propose

next session an Act prescribing the manner
in which the resolution should be carried
vut. The resources then at the disposal of
‘the Government wounld dombtless enable
him %o carry the resolution into effect in a
manner ot céstly nor inconvenient to the
‘Btate. Im reply to congratulations and en-
quiries, Mr. Geschen said that Parliament
might resorve the powet to pay off the
‘debt, not in one sum at the expiration of
the time specified, but at such times and in
such instalments after the expiration of that
time as the Act may provide. He would
consider the suggestion of Mr. Childers re-
garding an allowance to the Bank of Eng.
land; also his suggestion that the sum due
the bank, £11,000,000, ought to be reduced.

ASSESSMENT INSURANCE CHART.

About a year ago we noticed the publica.-
tion, for the third year, of a valuable
assessment life insarance chart. It came
from tive office of the Leavenworth & Burr
Publishing Co., of Detroit. We are glad
to welcome, this year, the fourth annual
appearance of the chart, giving results for
four years respecting most of the 885 co.
operative life societies mentioned in its
Dages. Much information is given about
each society, but opposite the names of
some there are more blanks than figures ;
and the managers of some of them evi-
dently do rot care 40 have their receipts
and outgoes published, their membership
and death experience made kmown to
neighboring societies. The chartis much
larger than last year, but still afforded at
25 cents per copy. It should be in the
hauds of every ome interested in life in-
surance on any plan. No one can study
the results brought ont from year to year
without being convinced, sooner or later,
of the temporary lease of life held by
any society working upen the assessment
plsn; and consequently of the danger of
trusting to that plan for any considerable
portion of one’s insurance. Even if a man
wete in a doren of such sosieties, he does
not know that he will not becoms unin-
surable within a few years, and all of them
fail trom excessive death losses just before
he is himself called away, and therefore
all his heavy payments to them be 80 much
taken away from what the family should
have. Not s month passes in which from
& dozea to a humdred of those  Mutual

Aids,” “ Home Benefits,” “Equitable Re-
serves,” * Citizens’ Reliefs,” &ec., &c., do
not close their operations for lack ef fands,
leaving hundreds or thousands of widows
and orphans to mourn the fate that caused
thesociety to fail at just that unfortunate
time.

Last year we gave a list of forty-eight
societies ~whose figures were oom-
plete for three years; it was taken
from the chart above mentioned. All of
them showed an increasing death cost, and
many of them a decreasing membership.
We should be glad to have presented the
same list this year, but are only able to
find the 1887 figures for 29 of them, the
other 19 hawing either failed during the
year, or refused to furnish their figares for
pubklication. ‘

In giving the figures. of the remaining
29, it is needful to state that to the figures
given in the chart as the qost, per $1,000,
we have in all cases added $4.00 as repre-
senting ahout the average expense of
transacting the business :—

Costing
Name and dste Mem- per
of Origin, Year.  bers. 81,:{1&
Masonio Relief, }3245 iﬁg ’I'B 88
Alba;lg,oN. Y., 1886 1,005 30 00
70. 1887 963 23 00
Mut. Benefit Ass'n., }% Z‘.}g ig g
Albany, N. Y., 1886 660 20 40
1873. 1887 646 2100
Catholic Benevolent i% é’gﬁ 1? ?'?
Legion, Brooklyn, 1886 8:971 14 00
1881. 1887 18,073 18 42
Chosen Friends, }gg: g::z?lg . ﬁ g(
Indianapolis, {3g50 9’27 H 7
1879. 1887 32,925 14 ;8
Life Association, igg; i'&'?ﬁ 13 ]
Cincinnati, O., 1886 1,680 16 00
1876. 1877 1807 1 gg
1884 b7
Dry Goods Mautual {0, 614 780
Benefit, N. Y., 1886 611 22 00
1876. 1887 613 ]_g 40
Equit.ReserveF'nd, }ggé gfg 16 '1,00
New York, N. Y., 000 1,472 18 20
1880. 1887 1,728 9: 38
o (1884 1,004
Family Fund Soc'y, i885 2533 10 50
New York, N.Y., {1508 9’30 15 0B
1884. 1887 1,296 32 g:
1884 3,402 1
Expressmen’s Mut. 1885  3.316 21 00
Ben., Elmira, N.Y.,{ 105 g'pgy 20 3
1869. 1887 3,113 28 i“
German MasonicM, {gg; ggg ‘123 £
Relief Ase'n,, N.Y., {050 245 27 90
1878. 188¢ 243 28 gg
.. (1884 153 12
Gold and Stock Life | ) oo 196 15 50
Ase'n, New York, {;gqe 176 23 08
1878. 1887 418 10 60
Home Prov. Safety i% 1’233(8; g: &?
Fund, New York, {1gsg 1484 25 50
1880. 1887 1,149 %6 10
Kuights of Pythiss, (1008 17430 1738
Washington, D.C., {1506  16'278 s ©
1877. 1887 17,083 l;
Masonio Mut. Bene. (154 5860 11 8
GrandR&gaids.MiOh 1886  b5.288 14 20
1878. 1887 6,824 1 g
Mas. Mut. Benefis, }2.?; é'Z;’g 18 ¢4
Mattoon, Ill, {1596 5854 15 00
1874. 1887 5,100 lg is
Maut. Reserve Fund, %% §i’jgg 8 10
New York, N.Y., 1886  87.958 18 00
1881, 1887 42’626 3 [

New EnglandMutn. {% 4"5 17 8
sl Aid, Boston, {jag¢  g'108 19 00
1878, 1887 1,910 - 20 00




