
D0OMINION MIEDICAL MOINTlLY

qujarantinecd iii their homes, lodg'iuos, or apartiflelits, the saine

11s the sick and other peoplei ire ({llar-ititlnd for (ip)tberia, smial-

Pox, scarlet fever, etc. A placard should be placcd o11 t]iù door,
ai-d quarantine shotild last for one or two wecks.

Aqarantie law woffld havc a beneficial effect uipon C1asss
Three, Four, an Five Fo~*i'r pc1rso1s of iss Six, a qrtiaraiitilo

Of four to. six weeks, upon their first ofi'cncc, woffld sober up mnost
individuals, particularly if the law was stringent iii the matter

of suPplving liquor, or the breakzing of quiarantine. For thosc a
fine or jail wotild act as a deterrent.

iJ), the time a new generation had been borii and rearcd, the
educational advantage of snicl a qtuarantine plan would be
appreciable.

As no plan for dcaling withi the liqulor traflic lias, as yt

received wide and general application, the' laws being diversified,
cluarantine of thue drunks ofl'ers a solution of the problem nev'Cr

.Yet advoeated, and one which, should comnicnd itself not onllY
to total abstainiers, but to uîoderate drinkers as well. The latter

'lass, very often a 1 redomiflating class in cvcrY co]fllflhullity, hiold
the key to the situation, and should at least meet the out-aiid-oflt
teniperance people haîf way. If the medical officer of bealth were

given POWer also to qularantine a hotel, saloon, or liquor shop for a
Pcriod of two weeks or a month, upon satisfactory proof of selling
to mien already drunk, it would teacli bartenders and proprietorS
to more readily recognize the pre-alcoholie stage of drunkeflness.

In the past two decades, tlue value of the inedical oflicer of
health to any community lias advanced by leaps anid bouids.

Smnallpox and tlue other communicable diseases, as well as typboid
fever and tuberculosis, have gradually corne under luis adminis-
trative jiirisdiction. Compulsory notification of disease bias been

gradually requircd. Now the social diseases are being tentatively

included. Why not; tlue great social evii which lias beld the
boards for many generations as first and most important?~ There
is nothing being -done to prevent; insanitY althouigb alcobol iS

claimed to cause at least fifteen per cent.' of all insane. Hlere

is the' 0pIortunfity to prevent many from. coing insane! In this
direction lies the opportunity of preventin, drunkards. The very

fact that a man was going to be quarantined for bcing druink and

isolated from bis friends and bis bouse placarded for a period

Of timne, would act as a strong deterring force in lessefling

drunkenness.
The medical officer of bealtb defends us from bad foods, bad

wvater, bad milkc, why not fromn the bad alcoholic beverages 2 Is


