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A LECTURE ON CHRISTIAN FREE SCHOO.
BY THE RIGKT REVEREND BIKUOP OF ROCHESTER.

) (Coneluded.)

cdicnt in reply to say:
dy of Roman Catholics in the
State be exempted from their share of the general
tax for the eupport of Public Free Schools, und the
money raised upon the residue of the tayable pro-
perty of she State be paid over fo teachers _t!mPIOYL
by their yespective churches, whose duty it shudl be,
to tincorporate into their system of deily instruction
the peculiar tencts of their religions fuith”
We have listened to the utterances of dist3ngl§15h—
ed men in the leading Protestant denominations,
and if we take up the satisics of educationsl es-
tablishments in the country, we shall find that all
the denominations of christiuns are putting {o_rth
great exertions to found and endow Universitics,
‘Colleges, Seminaries and Acudcmms—-_mstlmno_ns
for the higher studies of the wcalthicr classes,
Catholfes lso found and cstablish Colleges and
Acadvmics for the rich members of their church, bug
their principles sre as good and as applicable for the
poor os for the rich, Here i where we find the
difference Lutween them and the various Protestant
denominations. .

Whilst the latter have written wisely, lctu’_m_'dly
and beautifully on the absolute neceseity of religious
instruction in scliools and colleges where the young
are to be cducnted, ther make the application of
their principle only in Lebalfl of their rich comirnn-
nicants, Catholics, on the contrary, have put forth
their strength in behaif of their poor children. These
nced religion and all its helps in the church, and at
the fire-side, but still more in the schogl whick is the
ehldds clurch,

Thore are at the present {ime not fur from one
hundred thousund Catholic children in the Christian
Irec Schools of this State of New York, and there
are over four thousand children in the Catholic
schools of Rochester. These children are the chil-
dren of the people ; among them are children whose
fathers' bones lie bleaching on the battle ficlds of the
Iate war. Among them are many whose mothers'
little earnings can ill bospared from the family’s
support.

If to-day we have one hundred thousand children
in our schools, ten years hence that number in all
probability will be deubled. For the past thirty
years, siitce the first serious discussion of the right
of religion to be in the schools, when we had very
tew Catholic schools in the State, we lave Leen too
busy providing ehurch nccommodation for ous ever
increasing members to give that earncst athention to
aur schools which they meiit,

In the years to come we shall be more ovcupied
with school building and with the education of our
children than with the erecting of churches, although
this work will not be permitted to stand still.

A plan or system of schools which excludes one |
bundred thousand children of the very classes in
whose behalf I'ree Schools are supposed to be main-
tained, cannot Le sald to be a success.  Schools that
are earrivd on upot a basis so thoroughly defective
85 those in this city of Rochester, which areable to
guther within their walls no more than 5,500 chil-
dren in duily average attendanoce, whilst o portion
of its citizens, who are unwilling to separate religion
from eduvation, can show an average daily attend-
ance of 4,000 in specinl schools of their own, can
scarcely e called Commeon Schools for all.

It is, we know well, the system which the ma-
jority of our fellow.citizens have adopted, but we
hkave yet to learn that majoritics, even if all-power-
ful, are infallible, or shat miporities have no rights,
or thut & system that falls back in its ultimate de-
fence when logic, sound sense and fair-play have
stormed all its positionn, on the mere power of
numbers, is o systein that can, or that deserves tu be
permanvut, :

Much is ssid about sectarignism, secturiun schools
engd sectarian instifutions. Indeed, you have only fo
mentjon the name to disturb the equanimity of many

of our worthy fellow citizens, It is singular how
little attention they have given thesubject, and how,
completely blinded by the prejudices and feclinga of
their cacly cducation, they lose sight of rcason,
sound logic and fair play.

Two authorities will suffice to show what s truly |
meant by scctarian,

My first autbority is Joun C. Spencer, Secretary of
State and Superintendent of Schools, who in his re-
port to the Legisluature of New York in 1840, said:

“7To this plan ebjections have been made, that it
would enable different religious denominations to
establish schiools of a seetarian churacter, and that
thercby religious disscnsions would be argravatod,
if not generated, It is believed to have beenshown
tliat there must be some degreo of religious instruc-
tion, and that there can be none without partuking
more or lces of & seclarian character ; and that even

#chools judged it exp
«shall the great bo

LS. | known a8 Protestant Christianity. It ‘is simply
-+ i n pupercilious pomnposity of which Protesthnts ought

{to be oshamed. It may please the bigotry it ex-
presses, but a sensible man must either pity or
! despisg it. In the name of justice wo protest against

Po quiet the kev. Mr. Young und the Presliyteriant  this summary mode of disposing of the school ques-
«congregation of Warsaw, the superintendent of [ ion in respect to nny class ot American citizeus.

|

11t is simply an insule”

© We are frequently told by our non-Catholic friends
{ that really we have no just cause of eouplaint; that
i if the State takes our taxes, it gives us in exchange
[ schools for our children to which we can send thew,
if we please; that if we do not cheose to patronize
these Pnblie Free Schools, we have no one to blame
but ourselves.

Phis argument is readily accepted Ly those whom
it kuits. It does not answer us, In the first place,
if we ure not to go back to the days of pagan Sparta
and resign all control of our children te the State,
it will not be denied that parents have the natural
right and duty to provide for their children the best
cducation they can. Not many will question this
i right and duty; it is generally acted on by all
parents who have the meansto pay taxes and at the
same time provide educution, other than State eduea-
tion, for their children in seminnries, colieges and
priviade estallishments, in harmony with the reli-
gious views and wishies of their patrons; it is acted
!on Iy otliers, not 8o able to bear double taxation;
| but who are willing to make great sacrifices to fulfil
noonscientious duty. There are others who are not
able to provide for their own children the kind of
education which they wonld wish to give their olf-
spring, because the State intervencs, and by taking
a portion of their small resources, and by vstablish-
ing with & lavish expenditure of the public funds,
rival and computing schools, has rendered weN nigh
impossible the fulilment of & bounden parental duty,
; and to this extent, is guilty of a gross wrong to many
' of its citizens.

i Thure are citizens then who complain with truth
‘and reason on their side that the legisiation of the
i State operates unfrirly and wrongfully, depriving
{ them of equal rights.  They might provide for their
i children the kind of cdueation thuy deem sittable,
! and they, nnd not the State, arc the julges of what
that educativn ought to be, if the State did pot tax
them for the education of other peoples’ children, or,
if the -State did not put religion under a ban and
interdict and muke laws discriminating in favor of
cducation without religious instruction, and against
the offorts of its poorer citizens who prefer education
with all the helps, intfluence and sacred spirit which
religion alone can give.

The men who are advocuting the establishment of
Collegus and Universities fur the truining of Baptists,
Episcopnlians, Preshyterians and Methodists, surcly
will not discountenance the humbler efforts of their
poor fellow citizens who seck for their children in
the simple week-day scliool, that religious knowledge
joined to seenlar learning, which alone gives hope
of forming the character to morality and virtue.

What is good and uscful in the College, is good
and uscfal in the school ; what is right for the rich,
is right for the poor. No rich man loves his child
with more fondoess, nor secks its future advantage
for this world and the next with more sincerity than
does the plain mechanic, or humble laborer in his
simpir cottage.

The fallaey of unsound argunment is in time
detected by the people, and the play upon words,
under cover of which many are deceived, ceases to
avail,

Hence, whilst for a Jong time sectariandsm meant

T only Catholicism, and could be uscd as a battle cry

to rally the unthinking or melicious bigotry of the
crowd, now that it is coming to mean any aspect of
religious teaching, or the plainreading of the Bible,
without note or commeut, scnsible men will begin fo
ask, ¥ Where is this gofng te end 77

I have never yet hcard an honest argument to
disprove or invalidate the views of John C. Spencer
or Rev. Dr. Spear on this question of sectarinnism,
And I have no liesitation in asgerting that the rec-
tariunism prevailing in the public schools of this
State is as objectionable to a large olass of citizens
as nny other form of sectarinnism that could be in-
troduced.

Tt is the sectarianisin of no-roligion, of infidelity ;
it is the secturianism of $hoese who have no form of
religious belief, or are indifirent to all formns; it is
a sectarinnism  that being in & majority plays the
tyrant with fearful injustice. Listen to itd cry which
it paases for an argument: “If we give these reli-
gious people what they want, if we help sectarian
schools, in their sense of sectariauism, what is to
become of us?”

It was the sectarianism of no-religion which broke
down the rcligiona denomioational schools in New
York city, and all over the State in the first years of
this ceutury. And it is the religious people of the
diflerent Protestant denominations who with one
breath Llow hot and cold, kuowing that education
without religious instruction is harmful, and yet
trembling lest such a true doctrine might help the

the Public School Society has not been able,and
cannot expect to be ably, to avoid the imputation. |
The objection ilself proceeds on a sectarian principle, |
and assumes the power to contrel that which |
is meither right por practicable o subject to |
any domination,  JReligious docirines of vital interest |
well be dnculealed, not an fheological exvreises, bulin-
cidentally, in the course of lilerary and sefentific ins(ruc-
tions ; and who will undertake to prohibit such in-
struction.”

“Ib is believed to Le an crror to supposc that the
absence of all religious instruction, if it were prac-
ticable, is # mode of aveiding scctarinnism, Ow ths
contrary, i would be in itzelf sectariun ; because i irould
be consonant to the views of a particulur class, and op-
posed to the upinions of other eluxses. Those who rejuct
creeds and resist all eflorls to infuse them inio the
minds of the young before they have arrived ata
maturity of judgment which may enable them to
forre their own opinious, weuld be gratified by s
system which so fully accomplishes their purposes,
But there are those who hold contrary -opizions;
and who imist on guarding the young against the
influence of their own passions and the contagion
of vice, by implunting in their minds and hearts
those clements of faith which are held by thig clnss
to be the indispensable foundations of moral princi-
ples.  This description of persons regard neutrality
and indiffercnce us the most insidious forms of hes-
tility. " It is not the business of the undersigned to
-express any opinion on the merits of those views—
His only purpose is to show the mistake of those who
suppose they may avoid seclarianism by aveiding all
religtous sustruction.” i

Anotber who has discussed this question of seq- |
tarianisia with force and great plainness of specch,
is the Ltev. Dr. Spear, of ‘Brooklyn, in the columns
of the Independent, thus:—

¢ It is quite true that the Bible, as {he foundation
of religious belicf, is not sectarian as between those
who adopt it; but it is true that King Jamces' vor-
sion of the Holy Scriptures is scetavian as to the
-Catholic, a5 the Douay is to the Protcstant, or as the

Baptist version would be to all Protestants hut
Baptists. It is equally true that the New Testa-
ment is sectarian as to the Jew, and the whole
Bible is cqually eo as to those who reject its author-
ity in eny versien. * <+ * There is no scnee or
candor in & mere play on words here. It is mot
.dceent in a Protestant ceclostastic, wlo hns no more
riglkts than the humblest Jew, virtually to suy to
the lutter: f You are nothing but a good-for-nothing
Jew; you Jews have no claim to be regarded as s

religious sect, or included in the law of State impar- |

tinlity us between sects which Protestants monepolize
for their special benenfit, Away with your Jewish
consciences.  You pay your tax-bills and send your
<hildren to the Public Schools and we will attend to
their Christien education’ It is not decent to say

Cathglics,

Here are two resolutions passed by a Convention
of Methodist Ministers held ot Syracuse, this very
weele;

“ Resolved, T'hat we as a convention insist upon
the moral element jn the instruction afforded in our
common school wystem, and espacially the teaching
of the moral kystem of Bible Christianity, whicl: is
the foundation of aur civil lavw,

“ Resolved, That the tiuie has come when the
conatitution of the State of New York should be so
smended as to prohibit peremptorily the appropria-
tion by State 6r municipal autherity of public funds
for the support of scetarian schoold, and we hereby
solemnly and urgently petition the next Legislnture
to inangurate the setion by which this amendment
may Le secured.”

To understand what these gentlemen of the
Methodist Church mean by the meral element and
the deacking of the morul system of Bible Christivnily,
we must listen to the explanntions givun by thuse
smgc reverend gentlemen. Rev, Mr. Jones of Ilien,
said :

% Our right to sustain and control them [the public
schoolk] wag fouud in their Cluistian origin,” He
argned that moral culture must come from drill, and
this must Le given in childhood and in school.
After u passing denunciation of political corruption,
he sail the teacher should not bave to deal with the
intellect nlone. The State, in assuming to act in
loco parentis could mot refuse to take care of the
spivitual education of the children. Teachers must
not be allowed to substitute the demoralizing doubt-
ings of irreverent speenlation for the grand saving
truths of divine juspiration, whose essentinls long
ngo beeome and by the Llessing of God shall con-
tinue to be the unwritten creed of this great
Anierican people.”

Dr, Peck is alrendy on record. e wants none of
your milk and water christianity—your liberal reli-
gion that means nothing; he wants the veligion
that will bring men to Christ—the religion that will
suit the Methodists.

At the samce Convention in Syracuse, Rev. Mr.
Taylor ventured to say that Methodists did not wish
to teach religion in the Common Schools, but upon
being taken to task for the utterance of such nhere-
sy, and it was called a hercsy by two of his brother
ministems, he quickly explained and joined hunds
with Bev., Mr. Flack, who suald that if the terrible
heresy presented by Mr. Taylor should prevail he
would not hold his place a day as principal of o
place of learning,

There i8 great confusion of ideas in these resolu-
tions and spcecher of the Methodist ministers, They
call for a constitutionzl amendment to prohibit the
giving of meney to scctarian schools, and ab the
same time and in the same ULreath insigt that the
publicsohoolr shall teach religion, Bible ohristianity,

this to any elase of citizens who dissent frem what is

etz To clear up the difficulty, to get at what is in

their minds, substitute Cutholic for sectarian and you
will let in & ray of light, if not of honest minded-
ness. v

And so in this whole controversy, from its origin
to this day, whenever you hear & religionist of any
kind speaking of scctarinnism, when you reach what
is in his mind, you discover that it is the spectre of
Catholicism tlat frightens him, .

After what you have heard from me this evening,
many may be anxious to know what do these Catho-
lics reatly mean, and what is it they want—what ure
their views upon this great question of education,
In the first place, we arein favor of education for
the people. We are in favor of ihe most general
system of education that can be devised.  'We fuvor
a system that will bring in all the children of the
State. But we do not favora system thatgives them
o defective, injurious, peisonous education. Henee,
sinco under the present system formed by the State
we cunnot take our stand npon the platform with
our fellow citizens, we retire to one of our own.
We build school houses and establish schools. I
thinl that here in this city of Rochester we need
not fear comparison with the public school houscs
of the eity. Here arve the twao school houses of St.
i Jos« pI’s, the Inrgest school houses in the city; the
' sthool house at the Cathedral on Frank streck; the

very Inrge and brantiful school heuse of St. Peter's

4 vongregntion ; and the not so large but more beau-
tiful school house of the Immaculate Conception.
We build school houses, large, spacious, roomy, well
ventilated, well provided with all the appliances for
imparting instruction. We supply tenchers and
books. And I would not fear, aithough in ihese
schoals religion holds the first place like a beautiful
roddess presiding over all—I would not fear to
bring out the children of all these schools and place
them side by side with the childan of any other
schools in the city for examination in those secnlar
branches which we are told are so valuable.. We
know their value. And while these branches are
studied in onr schools, we wish to bring in the
beautifnl hand-maid of religion to help the child
and impiove its mind, to mould its young heart,and
to draw the mind and heart to God. OQur schools
furnish the children all the other schools do, and,
furnishing this education, doing the very thing fur
wilich the State collects taxes and supports reliools,
we ask, and rightly and justly we ask, why it is that
the money must all go in one direction and none of
it come where so mauny of tha: children are to be
found reeviving thi education the State means they
shall have, and recciving at the same time that in-
terdicted thing cailed religion? DBut whilst we
claim these rights for ourselves we are equally
stroniz in our convictions that the same rights belong
to others. That whilst we bring religion into onr
schools and mean always to have religion thege, we
say fo our non-Catholic fellow-citizens, bring into
your schools whatever of religion you have—bring
in prayer and religious singing, and Bible reading.
These means of good you holed as sacred and pre-
clous; we would much prefer good Protestants of
any kind to infidels and denisrs ot all Revelation ;
we thank God for any and all truth wherever we
find it. If but the beginning et truth to-day, we
pray God that this small beginning of truth may
grow inta the fullness of nll truth.
I do not propese fo tell my fellow citizens of the
State this cvening how they are to meet this sub-
jeet. Little by little, next year, ten years hence if
you please, the question will be settled upon a frir
anel just basis, without any more ot those disnstirous
compromiscs which in the past have made the sub-
jeet so difficult,  Amoop those who have their chil-
dren in our schools are foreigners from all the coun-
tries in Eanvope—Germans, nnd Swiss, and Frene,
nnd Irish. These people come here to a land of
liberty, and we tell them what a glorious country it
is; and we can never exaggerute e praising the
beauty, glory and advantages of “this noble country
of ours. We tell them of all ibs snany blessings
ready for every puor down trodden Enropean wlo
comes to our shores, But when these forcighers
come they Wiing with them their conscviences—they
bring with them the religion in which they were
born and educated, nnd that religion they prize more
than the advantuges the country offers, that religion
they prize beyond ail earthly gain. Shall we tell
them that when they come to this country their own
rcligion tliey rony look after us they please in their
own churches, but their children the state will take
care of, and the state will sce that ne religious in-
struction is given them ?  Suine of them come from
Prussia, where the stete most eautionsly guards the
relivious interests of all. 'There ar¢ schools for
Catholics and o those schools religion is attended
to with the greatest care wnder the supervision of
the parish Priest, There are Protestant schiools and
the children are carefully instructed nud trained in
their religious dutics by the ministers of the parishes
to which they belong.  There the Jews have equal
advantages. In Depublican Switzerlund we have
the sune wise, just and equitnble arrangement. -In
Great Dritain these sclhiools for all kinds are
favored and encouraged by the government.  In Irc-
land it hus happened that years ago, in those carlier
dayswhen the poor people weretrying toemerge from
& slavery of hundreds of years, they gladly nocepted
any boon of cducation the gevernment pave them,
and the gavernment gave them one very mach like
the one we have in this country—seculur education
without religion—religion before and aft'r scliool
kours, but no God in the school, And this very
year, almost this very menth, although ull through
the Jand there were none but Catholics, the teachers
and children Catholies, because Grod had Leen  told
to stand at the door of the school house, the Bishops
of Treland have passed condemnation upon these
schools, and they insist that the schools shall be
schoula in which shall Le found the cross upon
which their Havior died—schools In which the
excrcises may be opened in the mame of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghost, in which the children
nay go upou their knces and adore the great and
good Gud that made them,
I ain not here this evening o find special fault
with the common schools on any oilier score than
the single one of banishing religion fromn them, If
T were to do so T might take wp the statement of
Prof. Apgazwis. Not manuy papers care to publish
it. It is too terrible a thing to state,
But people say, “if you Catholics have schools,
and onr taxes go there, we shall be supporting
Popery” T would like to know who pay the taxes.
I always thought when the tex-gatherer came wronnd
he did not stop long to examine whethier the dolars
were Catholic or Protestant.  Thut objection I think
nmounts to bat very little, If the taxes do help us
in onr Catholic scliools perhups it will be the Ca-
thelic money that comes there.
Now what is the meaning of my speaking here
this evening ? | T come here as un American citizen,
speaking to American people. I lave no other
country. I come before the American people loving
the cuuntry as denrly a8 any one clse can, No one
ever traveled through Europe whe held lis head
higher and with more pride, or who more frequently
#poke out in praise of this country than 1 did when
there a year ago.  After my God and my religion,
my country is the dearest object of my life. T feel
to-night i my heart the Lot and disgrace that ik
upon the country by the wrong and unjust system
of public schools thut is now upheld in the land
simply and solcty by the power of the majority, I
do not wish to sny n single unkind, hard ov thrcat-
ening word. I come this eveuing to ask a fair dis-
cussion—to ask my fellow citizens to look at this
great question without prejudice, without bigotry,
having dispelled those unfortunate clouds that have
been in their minds for 8o many years past.’ If.no
discussion can hio permitted—if from first to last we
.can hear but the words, “we will it, we bave mude
the law and the law thall stand, and the might of
the majority shall prevail in spite of justice and of

hence the issue will not be with the gentlemen from

try—the issue will e with the children of these
pren fromn European countrics.
dren we are educating in our schools—inte whose
minds end hearts there will be planted deeply the
true American fueling and principle that whilst they
ought always to be good and law abiding citizens

their souls the thonght and the feeling that they
should nout submit to injustice or wrong onec day
longer thau is absolutely necessary. It will be en
unfortupate condition of things if this great and
vital question of the cducation of the people finds
no solution throigh renson, common justice and fair
play; but must abide -as it is until the majority is
found on the side of justice and right, And when-
ever that majority—when the youth of {o-day, come
to be the men of ten years hence, you will find that
Amecrienn, und Irish, and German Catholics, on this
question, in this maitter, will stand as one man in
defence of their rights, in cluiming them, in asking
for them, and, by those means which the constitu.
tion nnd the Inws of the State place in their hands,
in obtaining them, But how mucl better for as all
to comne together, brotliers as we are, in this mighty
und glorious country which the geed Lord has
given us,and discuss these matters—talk them over,
net permitting prejudice and bigotry te stand in our
way ; for if they do stand in the way, they will
stand in the way of the glory and stability ol this
country whose futurc God only knows, It ix the
duty of all vcitizens to labor with a good heart, a
clear mind, an carnest sonl, to do all they ean in
building up and strengthening, and making still
more glorious, this great American people,
———
ROMERULE—XIYV.
THE USION  LBERATES—( (ontinned, .

Asg it became evident that o vita) struggle between
the adhereats of the English Government, on one
side, and the real vey rosentatives of the Trish people,
on the other, was now imminent, every engine of
power was sct in motion to intluence persons of
position and suthority in favour of the Union, and
to neutralise the odverse sentiments of the great
masy of the people, who had evervwhere joinzed in
denouneing the odious meusure,  'Whilst Castlereagh
and his abominable erew were employed in bribing,
corrupting, and intimidating those who were open
to such influences, Lord Cornwallis, the Viceroy,
appealed personally and by letter to all whose
support he deemed it prudent to solicit. It s not
much to be wondered at that such applications pre-
vailed in overcoming the repugnance of many who
would otherwise have opposed the project ; but there
wera still sonie men of independent minds, wio
could not be whecdled, or seduced, or bought over
to the side of an unscrupulous administration.—
Amongst others, the aged Lord Rokeby, in reply to
the Lord-Lieutenant, wrote a powcerful letter, a5 a
Briton and Euglishmar,” in direct opposition to the
proposed measure, And when the question was
again introduced in the British House of Peers, Earl
Fitzwilliam said he ¥ deemed the agitation of it wu-
seasonable, It would tend to infinme dissension,
and impeir the strengtls and vigour of theempire.— ¢
The House had the expericnce of uges, that the
dangers appiehended frotn a separate legislature
had notarisen. 1t was then to be considered whether
this were the proper time for an Uunion. On the
part of Great Britain he would say, Do you wish to
introduce into the Britisl: Parlisment the rebeilion
of Ircland 7 Do you wish to introduce the repre-
sentatives of Ireland—representatives ¢lected by the
free clectors of Ircland?  Oh, no, no; but by British
bayonets” In this debate also that great and good
man, that noble, wise, and honest statesman exposed
the duplicity of the Government with regard to the
question of Catholic Emanvipation which led to Dhis
untimely, and fer Irelund, most unfortunate recsll.
He then stated upon his honour that, “though he
had agreed to assume the (Government of Ireland
on the understanding that he was not to bring for-
ward the question of Emancipation on the part of
the Government, he had entered his protest against
resisting it, should it be brought forward from any
other quarter, and that he had made most distinet
declarations that, in case of its being so hrought
forward, it should reccive his full suppourt. With
these declarationg he had nssumed the Government
of Irclend.”  Buch an admission was teo inconvenient
to the English Minister to be allowed to pass, and
aecordingly Lord Grenville professed to have #*no
recollection of the circumstances,” and coolly nsked
for the production of papers on the subject, knowing
well that the protest, although made in his own
presence, was a verbal one; but ang excuse was
deented good enougl, ab thut time, w serve the
purpose of o Minister in careying out Liis Iiish pelicy.
Lord Rawdon (13wl of Moira) declared that “no
one would more heartily concnr in the proposed
measure than himself, if it should mect the approba-
tion of the grenter part of the Jrish community ; but,
as ithad excited genernl disgust and vigorous oppesi-
tion, he was cenvinced of the danger of prosecuting
the scheme,  Bvew if the Irish Parlinment should
L disposed to adopt it, the disinclination of the
prople onght tohave been deemed nosufficient ground
for relinquishing it 5 etherwise we might nourigh in |
delusive security a sceret fire, which might ultimately
consume the vitals of the cmpire” FLord Darnley
nlso gave his voice for suspending the scheme, and
Lord HolHand. #though he did not consider the
adjustment of 1782 asa bar to a new agreement,
disappruved the proposal of an Union at atime when
it excited strong disgust in that kingdom”
The Minister's proposition, howuever, was carried
and subsequently a conference was held between
the two Houses of Parliament in England, when it
was proposed by the Lords that o joint Address to
tlie Throne shsuld Lie presented by bLoth., A fresh
discussion of the Union however took place on 22l
of April in the Commons, when Ditt moved that
they should join in the Address voted by the Peers;
but thix was altimately carried, after some strenuous,
bt frmitless apposition on the part of Sir Francis
Burdett, Lord William Russell, General Fitzpatrick,
and others,  The address; wlich was presented in
due form to the king, included the following
parngraply, wlich reads like o cruel mockery, n bitter,
heartless sutire in the face of the system of Imperial
legislation ndopted Ly Englend towards lreland fer
seventy yeers afterwards: “We entertrin a firm
persnusion that . complete and entire Union be
tween (reat Britain and Ireland, founded on cqual
and liberal prineiples; on the similacity of laws, con-
stitntion, and government, and on a sense of mutual
interusts and affections, by promoting the security,
wealth, nnd commerce of tho respective kingdoms,
and by allaying the distractions which have un-
bappily prevailed in Ireland, mustafford fresh means
of opposing at all times an efleetual resistance to the
destructive projects of our foreign and domestic
cuemicr, and must tend to confirn: and angment the
stability, power, and resources of the empire.” .
Thus was Ireland sacrificed to gratify the nation-
al nmbition and jeslonsy of Englishmen, who
fluttered themselves that they were advancing  their
own  selfish interests, while talking grandly of
seeuring the glory and grentness of “the c¢mpire,”
and therefore paid little hoed to the angry feelings
of wounded pride, which were sure Lo Lo engendered
in the hearts of Irishwen, and which have become
more and move cmbittered every succeeding yeart,
a5 it Tias become more and more cvident that the
Liopes then held out, in vegavd to Ircland, were fal-
lacious, aud the promise illusory.,

In the discussion on the Regency Bill, which was
-introduced on 11th April, 1799, by the Right Hon.

James Fitzgerald (late Prime Sergennt) for the pur-
pose of fixing the regency in the same individual in

"tr'ut‘l;,"’ then I would say that ten or twenty years

Treland and Germany, although their right to stand
here is as geod as the right of any man in the coun-

They are the chil- ;

they ought also to clerish with all the pewerof

Ireland as in England, Foster, the Spenker oo
Irish House of Commc’ms, miuf:d tho \Svl;f.;\ll;er of the
of the Union: once more in an unansweral) fl“csuon
#The pretences,” he aaid; for legis[ntivl;: s{}uc."h-
were ill aupported. The risk of a dieagreem on
the subject of peace or war, or regurd to ';nt .on
treatics, would not justify the adoption of 4 m[f.m s
50 uncenstitutionnl. The ease of regency P
the only apparent foundation of alurm s byt fflﬂ.om.c d
now under consideration would reeniove all 4 ‘; }Bm
sion on that head.”  Tlere are some who slﬁ? e
uze of the same arguments, as he combated, 4 Tuake
granting Home Rule to Ircland; and thu,x;l-g.';“u“
opinions of such a constitutional authority stili e
welyht, +The arguments adduced for wn Uy :‘"ny.
the two legislatures were,” he said, v equally ul “I'm
able to the Union of the two Houses of either 1*-?,1!}' )
ment, These might disagree, and ought by ;‘r s
of rensoning, to be formed into one assembly,” \{"]mt"
would then be our Constitution? It woulg \-'ui”
to Moanarchicul or Republican despotirnm '.llffld
balancing principle composed the chicf c'xcélle, fe
of our Constitution ; and why might not (he 1lc'L-
Jegislatures, guorded by oue liead, perform natj “‘;
and imperial tunctions in a better and more l-m,’“".

ous manner that o combived Pardiument” Iff(‘l'
unswerable argunent, pawetful reasoning, apqg i]]n.
most lueid exposition of ummtitutiunnT luw .”lf
government, sustained by o lofty spitit of tye ‘)- LL
riotism, could save o country, the lumninons q.ul .'lh
which Foster delivered on this oceasion wunfn} :r
have been in vain. After asserting, in the stmn--:.tf‘
manner, the incompeteney of Purliament to surru;;d“.
i their legislative powers he made o stirvine ap ‘ﬂ]

to Trishmen of all creeds and classes, f[e \{::;l
“ Your country is in dauger; a desperate ntt;-lm(.{
" s on foot to seduce you to surrender the independey,
| of your Parliament. You are all natives of lh(n.'
| same island ; interested in its trade, its property i(i
'I freedom, and in all the blessings of n g;(.riuug’am'l
; happy Constitution ; bounden by every tie of dyy
i to yourselves, Your country, umd your posterity to
preserve it, join all bands and learts together l;riu-(»
tiwe vessel into port, forget all family uliﬁ'ercmzes ;.ﬁ
lecal or partial jealowsion, and wave Ireland :..-m,c
your country, ‘P'ell the bold Minister who ,“'antq-
to take away your Constitution that he shal) Tot
have it, that you will not be his dupe ; that you love
Tiritain as a brother: but you will be hig .Lromu;

not his dependant ; and that you will not degd,
Yourselves from an independent kingdom ingg an
abjeet colony.”  Would to Heaven that these tlable
words might sink deep into the herts uf Trishige,
foday ;and that every creed, overy perty, every
socinl rank and distinction in the lapd ml:;.;ht luy
aside all political difftrgnces, and offur up the mutyg)
s.u-rii;lce of patriotism on the altar of their o,
eountry,

The I.HH, which at first scemed o meet iwApproval,
was ultimatcly postponed, und finally lost for e
seasion. 1t was aboutthis time, nx Plowden obsery s
that began <“the very ringu'ar system of membey
shifting their scats in Parliament uvcording to thejr
various feelings and sentiments, and in some -
stances according to the mest unaccountable modes
of squaring their Loners and consciences on this
critical and important moasuve, It wonld be uk
false and stupid to deny that the whole powers of
Government, patronage, intflusnce, and omolumen;
were now devoted to proselytising for the [nion”
Aud an angry debate took place abhout the same
time in the Irish House on the question of issting
a writ to enable a supporter of Government to take
the place of & member who had retived,  Mr, Arthur
Moore (nfterwards Judge of Commeon Pleas) obsery.
ed that he ¢ did not conceive how ministers could
justify snclr a partinl and unfaic exercise of {he
prewogative ol the crown, unless they were determin-
bd openly and broadly {u confess and declure (tha
which every day's events rendered uselers for thew
Tonger to cuuceal) that they were resolved to cany
the measure of Union by any and by cvery means.
and to use all the engines aed iotnences of power,
anid the insidieus practises of framd und wufair deal-
ing to bring about its completion. Sir, therc is no
man who is an attentive observer of public vreur-
rences, and who keeps an eye ou the conduct of
the administration, who must not have sven, and
scen with affliction, that the measures which bave
been taken, and were new in daily and unremituing
practice, to effectiate the Union, were such as o
honest man could justify, and which, while they
stamped the authors of them withindelille disgrace,
must render the incorporation of the legislaturcs of
thu two conntries, if carried, impermanent, and the
discontents and calamities of that nution cternal.”

On this yecasion I'lunket also spoke with trench-
ant force and bitteruess. ¢ The question,” he said
% had been brought into that house accompanied
by the execration of the people of Ircland, but at
the rame time with the proud boast and childish
hope, un the part of the noble Lord (Castlereagh),
that it would be cavried by W trinmphant mujority,
It was dismissed and defeated by the instinet, and
the reason, and the virtue, and the talents, and the
prosperity of the country,”  “ At first the noble lord
professed that no man should be allowed te vavaw
unless he gave satisfactory assurance that his seat
was not to be sold. M stated it as a fact, and dosi-
ed torbe contradicted If it were not so, that the notle
lord had tolally abandoncd that principle, which
lie pdmitted was o fair and honourabde cne. He
stated it as a fact that, since he made that profession,
hie hind allowed seats to be vacated, where he knew
that money was to be given by the successor, and
that he had refused permission to vacate, where he
knew that no money wis to be given. He stated il
as a fact, that it was publicly avowed by Govern-
ment that voting or not voting for the Union was
the sole rule by which the permission to vaute
should be regulated,  Would any man after that Le
sn senseless os to Lelieve that Government wighed
for the fair sense of the Parliament or of the people?
Would they deny that they had purchased the news-
papers to admit pullieations only on one side?
would they deny that they had instructed sherifls
to prevent the semse of the counties heing collected
by the convening of ceunty mectings? Were they
ready now to have thie counties of Treland convened,
and to abide the test of their declaration on the
fuestion? 1t was notoriens that the power of Gov
crnment had been strained in every corner of the
kingdom to prevent the senseof the people from
Leing declared.  He was informed that their coi#
saries had actunlly descended so low as to threaten
u publican in the city of Cork that his license h‘llulll.d
be withdrawn if he ventured fo reccive into his
house a number of gentlemen who nftcrwnrds_ﬂﬂlxvd
their names to an address, thanking the Parlinment
for” having vejected the Unton ”

But the ministers succeeded in puiting an end 10
further debato by forcing an adjournment ; and little
more was done in Parliament for the rcma'indur of
that session, In the interim, the myrmidons of
Governmnent were notidle.  Irelund was dishonou )
by the introduction of the foulest system of briber) :
und no expense was spared in the gicked cfforts to
stifle the natural voice of the country. Many of the
membors rold their sents, by refiring in favour ©
the nominces of the administration ; and when the
Inst Parliament of Irclnnd opencd, on 154h 'TM.);W"'
1800, severnl of the former anti-Unionists were L:?n'
spicuous by their ubsence—Castlcrengl hnxl:li
gained, by purchases and chianges in the repreacd "
gion, not leks than forty-three votes from the oplloﬁi’
tion. Bui there reappeared on e scene, on'! a
memorable occusion, one whose nume aione Was %
magic talisman te conjure up the spirit of patr:(_ztls;nm,
whose glowing eloquence was once moro to stir i
soul of Ircland to its depths, and make the hes .
of her enemicr quake with fear ; one who bad, "'f;m
teen years before, mainly contributed to TaIfc o
country out of the slough of subjection, and “’h;":l "
came to shed, by his genius and his virtues, & 'inl'tl
over ker full; who watehed, as he pothetically ¢
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