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English Haunted Houses.,

Apart frem any useful purpose they may
be made toserve or from any moral they may
convey, the iocal eustoms, prejudices, and
traditions of Knglish rmiral folk constitute a
delightful study, and there is scarcely &
parish that does pot furnish abundaut mater
ial.  About a couple of miles notth of Strat-
ford is * Dead Man’s Hole.” Some half
century since a murder wascommitied here,
the victim being found carly in the morning
with his head lying in a holz, w}nc!l has
ever since defied all efforts to fill it up.
Cover the cavity atnight, and the next
morning will find it empty aud bare-—a silent
immutable witneas of the murderer’s guilt.
Gio to Clopton House, half a mile from Strat-
fard, and there you may behold the blood-
stained corridor where, as tradition hath it,
a fonl deed was perpetrated in the ¢ good
old days.” The sanguinary streak may be
traced on the wainseoting, marking the
course aleng which

THE TNIHAPPY VICTIM

was dragged, und like the stain on the hands
of Lady Macheth it continues to defy ull the
perfumes of Arabia supplemented by the
latest patent soap. Ot cowrse Clopton is
haunted, and natives are not wanting
who are willing to entertain the credulous
stranger—over & mug of ale—-to weird stor-
ics of ghosts scen and heard atdivers times.
The house boasts a couple of portraits, both
of goodlooking girls, and to each fair maid a
bloodcurdling  romance is attached. ‘The
end of one was that she drowned herself in
awell at theback of the premises in conse-
auence of disappointment in **an affair of the
heart :” while the other was buried alive
by mistake, and was subsequently fonnd to
bave turned over in her coitin, A former
proprietor of the place was a Roman Catho-
Tie, and the room then used as an oratory
contains some quaint inscriptions cut in
black-letter on the panelling. One inscrip-
tion comprises the following pions exhorta.
tion :—-
Whether you rise yearlyc or goe to bed lnte,
ltemember Christ Jesus, who died for your
sake,
It is this chamber that the murdered victin
and the two damsels are said to haunt, as
though the memory of its former pious pur-
pose aforded some consolation to their rest-
Jess spirits. A guest who slept in tho same
room some years ago declaved that the
noises he heard thronghout the night were
of an *“infernal description,” and he hoped
his nocturnal expericnce might never be
repeated. In the days of the wily Guy
Fawkes Warwickshire witnessed eome stir-
ring scencs, and many

CURIOUS TALES ARE Tulb

of the ‘‘racing and chasing’ that ensned
when the historic plot, and not the powler,
was prematurely exploded. The county of
Wilts is particularly rich in old associutions
—some fabulous and fantastic, others his.
toric, Within a radius of ten miles of Salia-
hury suflicient matter in the shape of tradi.
tion and sugerstition cauld be collocted to
(ill & respectable book. There is a certain
desolate spot where the hard, white dusty
road, little hetter than a cattle track, winds
like n serpent across a portion of the famous
plain and pasees between two disused pits.
The sides are not guarded in any way, and
to walk over the raised turf on eithor side
of the rond means falling a considerable

depth. At a certain season of the year—
and  of ecourse after idnight, when
the wmoon is up—the weary travel
ler passing this uncanny spot s

sturtled to descry a hare, which rises appac.
ently from the earth on one side of the road,
and limps slowly and painfully across to the
otherside. Evena weary pedestrian, joy-
fully anticipating n  savoury meal, way le
tempted to follow puss: but woo betide him
in such event. Barely elnding its pursuer's
grasp, the little animal climbs laboriously
over theslight embaunkuicat, followed hy the
ecager stranger, whose mangleld remains are
found at zhe hottom of the quarry ov the fol.
lowing day. At another place, not many
miles distant, the midnight wwayfarer has
been staggered by the sighvofa he <k anety
ball rolling down a steep hill. 1hrentemng to
crush him. 1f an active man,heeseapestothe
roadside or through the hedge; :f not,he puss-
es through it, or rather it envelopeshim fora
momeant, like the dust cloud of the deaert,
and es on. Hereabouts, too, may be met
in tho small hours the noiseless coach and
pair dashing along the dowas at breakneck
ced, with not the faintest sound save the
sharp crack of thespectral postillion’s whip,
which is declared to be distinctly audible.

™E GHOSTLY OCCUPANTS

ai this vehicle have been on the way to
Grotna Green for the last contury or 8o, and

have not arrived yet. It is said that an
infuriated kinsmnan overtook the unfortunate
pair about this spot and wedded the bride-
groom-clect to King Death, thereby driving
the disconsolate young lady to suicide.
These arc but a few stories taken at random
from many which are religiously believed by
the dwollers in ““outlandish” parts in spite
of the advancing tide of education. Nor is
it alone in remote localities that such
superstitutions are fostered.  The centres of
wealth and culture, of life and activity, are
not proof against them. On Coombe Down,
near Bath, where many a sanguinary duel
was fought in the days of Beau Nash, and
where the notorious * Fighting Fitzgerald"
is said to have *“winged” more than one
appounent, spectres of various sorts and sizes
have been seen, from the fierce Sir Lucius
O I'rigger type downwards, and the vicinity
of the ** Brass Knocker” has an especially
cvil reputation. Only o few years ago the
village of Batheaston was all agog for weeks
concerning a ghost that was nightly observ.
ed flitting about the churchyard. It became
known as the *¢Bathcaston Ghost,” and
many blood-curling stories wcre related
of it, tlll some seeptical tellow brought it
down with an old blunderbuss and found it
to be a healthy specimen ot the harmless
though perhaps unnecessery owl, and even
then 118 reputation survived in the shape of
sugar representations, which were sold in
the Bath sweclineat shops to wondering
youngsters. At Cheltenham the visitor may
still bohold ¢ Maud's Elm.” « gigantic
hollow tree on the road to the little village
of Swindon. A rcasonable picnic party
could encamp in the hollow trunk, and
many & bonfire have the local youngsters
built there. According to local tradition, a
girl, a baby, and a donﬁcy are
BURIED BENEATH THIS TREE.

The baby ard the young woman were re-
lated, but record is silent with respect to
the geutle ass. A mile orso away on the
Tewkesbury road is the “ Cross Hands”
public-house. This spot was the scene ofa
tragedy in days gone by, aud so many im-
pressablc market women were frightened to
death by the nightly appearance of the
vietim's spectre that the journey to Tewkes-
bury from Chelienham or wice vcrsn was by
inany made through the village « { Swindon,
a much longerroute. The spectre was only
laid by the united efforts of seven clergymen
of the Church of Fngland from se ren differ-
ent pavishes, who atlended en massz onc
night for that special purpose. Adjoining
to *he Cheltenham Hign Street, nearly op-
posite the Flecce Hotel, where the autheress
of **John Halifax, ¢'entleman,” passed her
first night in the town, stands the old parish
church of St Mary, an ancient structure,
now cclipsed in point of wutility by the

new and commoadious church of St
Matthew close by. The favorite song.
ster of our grandmothers, Thomas

Haynes Bayley, lies in St. Mary's Church-
yard, and not many yards from his grave
whivh is distinguishable by the butterfly
carved on the stone, there is a door leading
into the church. It is a small, rusty look.
ing door, and, according o popular helief,
has never heen opened. ‘To what part of
the edifice it leads uo one appears to know,
for it defies all efforts to open it. ‘The sup-
crstition is that in the *“ No 'opery ™ days
the Catholics of Cheltenbam fared very
badly, and on one occasion, when the mob
were amusing themselves by stoning a prieat,
the reverend gentleman sought refuge in the
churchyard, and, bein% pursued thither, he
rushed to this tiny door, which, though
lacked and barred, at once yiclded to his
touch, and he passed through, slamming it
after him. A portion of hia vestment was
caugbt in the closed door, and there it has
remained to this day. The priest himself
was never more heard of. —Manchestcr
Guardian. .
—_——
The right arm is always a little Jarger
than the left, but the left faot is almioat al-
ways larger than the right, presumably he-
sause, while nearly every man uscs hie right
arw to lift & weight or strike a blow, he al-
most invariably kicks with his left foot,
while: the lounger stands on his left leg and
lets nis right fall easily, because he has
learne | by experience that this is the best
attitnde Die can assame Lo prevent lassitude
anel futigue.  This eonstant bearing of the
weight on the left foot maukes it wider than
the right, and it often huppens that a mian
who tries on a shoe on the right foot and
gets u close fit has to discard the shoes al-
together because he can not endure the pain
caused by the tightness of the left. If when
riding ona stroet car you will take the
trouble to notice, you will sce that in laced
shoes the gap is much smaller onthe right
foot than on the left, while with hutton shoos
the buttons have to be set back ten times
on the loft shoe to once on the right.

London Police Btatistics

An impressive view of the niagnitude of
the British metmﬁulis i8 presented in the
annual report of the Commissioner of police,
which has just been published, covering the
operations of that Departnent for tho ycar
1890. The authorizcci strength of the force
was as follows: 31 superintendents, 858 in-
spectors, 1,534 sergeants and 12,841 con.
stables, total 15,264 ; Leing an increase of
onc superintendent, 11 inspectors, 82 ser-
geants and 445 constables since 1889. Of
these 4 superintendents, 54 inspectors, 197
sergeants, and 1,423 constables were em-
ployed on special dutics for various (iovern-
ment departments, ircluding special pro.
tection postsat public offices and buildings,
dockyards and military stations, and iy
,mblic companics and private individuals.
The number of police available for sorvice
in the metropolis, exclusive of these especi-
ally employed and whose services were
paid for, was 27 superintendents, 804 in-
speclors, 1,337 sergeants and 11,432 con.
stables, total 13,600. An averago of one-
fourteenth of the force, except specinlduties,
sick, ete. (862) is daily on leave in accord-
ance with the regulation granting one
day's leave of absence to cucﬁ man ever
fortnight. Casualities caused by men sicl
and on detached sick leave averaged 549
daily. The Metropolitan Police District ex-
tends over a radivs of fifteen miles from
Charing Cross, exclusive of the city of Lon-
don, and embraces an area of 688, 31 square
miles, extending from Coluey Henth, Hert.
fordshire, on the north, to Mogadore, ‘Tod-
worth Heath, in the south, and from Lark
Hall, Essex, in the cast, to Staines Moor,
Middlesex, in the west. The totalamount
of police rate levied on the parishes for the
year ended March 31, 189], produced
33,693, 015, and the local taxation account
contributed $2, 953,405 to the polico fund
during the year.

The criminal retucns for 1890 disclosea
wost satislactory record for the year. The
felonies relating to property number 17,491
or 2,053 fewer thanin 1889 were a marked
improvement on those for the preceding
year. Therc were fewer offences of this
kind committed in the metropolis during
1890 than in any year sinco 1875 But in
1575 the felonics of this class wore, relative.
ly to the population, in the ratio of 4.182
per thousand, whercas iast year the pro-
portion per thousand was only 3.002, or less
than half the number considered normal
twenty years ago. 1t thue appears that there
was greater security for persons and property
in the metropolis during 1890 then inany
previous year included in the statistical
returns. It should be remembered that in
relation to pulice work, the diffienlties of
dealing with crime, as cach decade addsa
million to the population of the metropolis,
arc augmented in a ratio far greater than
that of the arithmetical increase. The
facilities for the commission of crime, and
the chances of immnnity relied on by pro-
fessional criminals, are very much greater in
a population bordering ou 6,000,000 than
they were in 1875, when the population ot
London was only about 4,000,000. In ten
of the sixteen murder cases rocorded in
which apprehensions were offected by
the  Metropolitan  Police, convictions
were obtoined againet the perpetrators of
tho crimes. In soven of these the prisoners
were senlenced to death, and in the other
three the accused were found to be insane,
and wereordered to be confined during Her
Majesty’s pleasure. Six murder cases remain
to be accounted for. In ono of these the
author of the crime was removed to a luna-
tic asylum without being brought to trisl.
In another the murderer committed suicide.
In a third the accused was acquitted of the
capital charge on the medical evidence
adduced as to the cause of death. In the
Chiswick case of January 1 it wasultimately
established that the death was wholly un-
c ted with homicidal viol And in
the case of the talian Pompco, who was
murdered by another Ttalinn on February 13,
the accused escaped to Italy, and the evi-
dence of his guilt was remitted to the Italian
Government in the usual way. The only
capital crime unaccounted for. therefore. is
that of the girl Amelia Jeffs, who was mur-
dered at West Ham on Junuary 31, and
there the evidence against the anuthor of the
crime was deemed insufficient to justify his
arrest. In respect to this case it is only
right to add popular euapicion did grave
injustice to an innocent person,

—

It is said that nearly 40,000 men «esert
the German Army every year.

" Was your clopement n  success?’
¢ Hardly.” ¢ What wemt. wrong? ™ * Her
father telegraphed us not to veturn and all
would be forgotten.”

Daniel and Bzekiol.

Thie following extracts from the letters of
Daniel Webster and his brother Ezekiel will
indicate how the young men had tostruggle
with poverty through their college days.
The reader will romember that the home
farm was mortgaged to an Daniel’s expenses
through college, and when it was proposed
togive Ezekiclsimiliar advantages the father
and mother had a council, * The farm is
already mortgaged, said the old gentioman
**and if we sond Ereklel to college it will
take all wo have, but the buys think they
can take care of us.”

1t did not take the strong-hearted, eaga-
cious woman long to dacide the matter. *“We
can trust the boys,” she said.

80 the matter was settled.  Daniel went
back to Hanover, while Ezokiel went,bundle
in hand, to Dr. Wood’sand began the study
of Latin, his expenses being but a dollar a
week.

In November, 1882, Daniel was atl homne
in Salisbury, while Ezekie! was struggling
with poverty at Hsuover. Funds getting
low in the Webster homestead, Daniel writes
under date of November 4 :

*“Now, Zeke, you wilt not read half a sen
tence—no, not one syllable —before you have
thoroughly searched this sheet for scrip,
but my word for it, you'll find noscrip hero
We held a sanhedrim this morning on the
subject of cash. Could nob hit upon any
way to get you any. Just before we went
away to hang ourselves through disappoint-
ment it came into our hends thut next week
wmight do.

**The truth is, the father had an execu-
tion against Hubburd of North Chester for
about 3100, The money was collacting and
just ready Lo drop into the hands of the
creditors  when Hubbard suddenly died.
This, you sce, stavs the execution till the
long process of admibietering is leted

1 have now by me 2 i

p X
cents in lawful
federal currency. Next week I shall send
them, if they be all.”

*“Wo are all here just in the old way,
always behind and lacking. Boys digging
potatoes with irozen fingers and girls wash-
ing without wood.”

** Kzekiel writes to Daniel at about Lhe
sume time, the twoletters probably eroseing
oach other :

“ These cold, frosty moruings very sensib-
ly inform me that [ want a warm greatcoat.
I wish, Daniecl, it might be convenient to
send me cloth for one, otherwise I shall be
necessitated to purchase one hera. I do not
care what color it ja—anything that will
keep the frost out.  Some kind of shaggy
cloth, 1 think, would be cheapest. Dencon
Pettingill has written offering me $18 a
month to keep school. I belicve I shall take
it.
““ Money, an, money ! As | was walkin
down to the office alter a letter I happenes
tohave | cent, whizh is the only money I have
had since the second day after | came on.
Itis a fuct, Dan, that [ was culled on for a
dollar where 1 owed it, and borrowed 1, and
have borrowed it four times since to pay-
those 1 borrowed of.”
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England’s Healthiest Viilage:

‘There is o village in Bedfordshite, about
three miles from Duunstable, called Whip. -
snade, which can hoast of being the health-
iestspot in England. Tn IS68, 1880, 1887,
and 1888 there was not asinglodeath. ‘I'he
population of the village at the lastcensun
wasa little over 200. During the last twenty-
four yeara only three deaths have been
registered between the ages of ono year and
twenty-nine yeara—one beinga cage hrought
down from London. The average age of all
the inhabitants of this extremely healthy
village over onc year old, who have died
during the last thirty yeara is,fifty-six years.
Two other very healthy places are Walmer
in Kent, with a death-rate of 97 per 1,000,
and Beeston, o village in Nottinghamshire,
with a death-rate of 10°8 per 1,000 inhabi-
tants. One of the healthicst, small towns
in Loglandis Fast Grinstead, in Sussex, wel [-
known for the purity of its air, and having
an excellent system of drainage. Fora
considerable time the death-rate averaged
about 9 per 1,000, and latterly has been as
low as 84 per 1,000 of the population.
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* Strange,” said Mrs, Jones, asshe locked
up the house, ‘‘how old fushions come in
again.’

“What 18 it now?' ssked Mr. Joues,
vawning.

* \¥hy Mr. Simmons passed just now, and
1 guess he thought it wasyon he was talking
to, for ho called out that he was going down
street to got. n night-cap.”

And Mr. Jonas didn’t enlighten her, but
hie wished, o, he wished, he had goue
shopping with Simmons.



