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NOTICE

As many people, either thoughtlessly or carelessly, take 'gapers {rom the
Post Office regularly for some time, and then notify the publishers that they
do not wish to take them, thus subjecting the publishers to considerable loss,
inasmuch as the papers are sent regularly to the addresses in good faith on
the supposition tEat those removing them from the Post Office wish toreceive
them regularly, it is right that we should state what is the LAW in the
matter. .

1. Any person who regularly removes from the Post Office a periodical
publication addressed to him, by so doing makes himself in law a subseriber
to the paper, and is responsible to the publisher for its price until such time
as all arrears are paid.

2, Refusing to take the paper from the Post Office, or requesting the Post-
master to return it, or notifying the publishers to discontinue sending it, does
not stop the liability of the person who has been regularly receiving it, but
this liability continues until all arrears are paid. K
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Avtist and Editor - . - .
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THE “LovaLty”
GaG.—The great Con-
servative parly ought 1o
form a black flag pro-
cession in acknowledg-
ment of their abject
poverty of ideas in the
present campaign. The
depth of their destitu-
tion must be great in-
' deed when they can find

. . nothing more sane and
sensible than the ‘Old Flag” argument. We call it argument
through excess of courtesy. It is not argument, however, but a nan-
seous mixture of cant and impudence. And this is literally their one
““issue,” an issue upon which they expect to win a general election
in a country which claims to possess a high degree of intelligence.

- Let us examine it a moment, since it is of so'great importancein the

campaign. What does the “Old Flag’’ mean? at not more
than half the people of Canada are loyal, either to their own country
or the British Crown. Where is the proof? Why, here—this two
and a half million-odad of our citizens favor reciprocal trade relations
with the United. States, and Reciprocity means Annexation. Vet,
the London Z¥mes and every British statesman of any eminence,
think Reciprocity would be an excellent thing for us to get if we can,
and Sir Charles Tupper .(who' may be numbered in this category,
quhaps, since he does most of his statesmaning in the Old Country)

as only lately expressed himself publicly in_the following words : —
¢ Mr, Blaine may feel that.a broad reciprocity measure between the
Unhited States and Canada would dispose of aﬁ difficulties. T think
somyself. I would like to see the trade relations between Canada

and the United Statesplaced oni the broadest and most friendly basis .
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. the only thing that can save us from ultimate political union with the

. have more than our. share of these anachronisms in

possible, and I know that such a state of affairs would meet (he
approval of the home government.” Words of similar import could
be quoted from the lips of Sir John Macdonald and other Conserya.
tive leaders, who are now wildest in their swinging of the “Ql4
Flag.” Itisall arrant cant. They know as well as anybody else
that Reciprocity not only does not mean anaexation, but that it j;

States. But the impudence of the cry is even worse than its hypoc-
risy. Whoare these people who dare to brand a clear half of their
fellow citizens as traitors# Are they the purest; the wisest and the
best men in our midst, or are they the aiithors and abettors of
nearly all the scandals our- public life has known within recent years?
This cry, silly and brassy as it is, is cdlculated to serve a purpose,
however. It is meant to get votes ; and it is. considered better for
that purpose than the ‘‘great N.I.” would be. It is worthyof
remark just here that even the Manufacturers’ Association is * roar-
ing as gently as a sucking dove ”” about the N. P, thistime. ““Annex-
ation * and *¢ Direct Taxation ” are the burden of all the campaigm
literature these worthy patriots have issued. And even the Ewpir
has nothingto say about -tall chimneys,” home market and high
wages. TE sstuﬂy wouldn’t go down as it used to. Schoolmaster
Experience has been abroad since last general election, and he has
taught the people some stubborn truths. So the ¢ Old Flag” isall
that is left, and when our farmers cry out in: their dire straits, the
banner or the Empire (British Empire, we mean ; it is a mistake to
suppose that the banner belongs 1o the Government organ) is stuffed
into their mouths, They, with all the other members of the long-
suffering consuming classes, are practically told that unless they wili
vote lo‘imvc their pockets picked for another five years they will be
disloyal knaves. Some of them will be fools enough to succumb to
the threat, perhaps; but for the credit of our countr{ we hope there
will be enough left to resent the insult on the 5th of March witha
force that will teach its authors better manuers.

A BoGey TO FRIGHTEN SIMPLETONS. — Lest the Old TFlyg
should not do the business, the anti-reciprocity party try to frighten
the people by predicting Direct Taxation as the inevitable result of
Free Trade with the States. Mr. Laurier, Sir Richard Cartwright
and other Grit leaders content themselves with the reply that any
shrinkage of revenue can be made up by economy and retrenchment,
They have not the boldness to face this pumpkin-headed bogey and
tell the Feoplev&la.inly that Direct Taxation is not a bad thing, buta
good thing. e presume they know this to be the case, and, if so,
there is no excuse for their halting and irresolute attitude. By their
timidity they strengthen a miserable superstition in the Eublic mind.
Perhaps they consider this good politics, We can tell them it is the

sort of politics that has kept the Reform party in the cold shades of
Opposition most of its life.- The people don't care for coachmen
who are afraid of their horses.

OYALTY is the cry on
which Sir John hopes
to win. The nonsen
sical ravings of the
Tory leaders and or
gans just now in de
nunciationof “traitors’
‘and “treason ” are cal
-culated to make us rub
-our eyes and wonder
whether we are really
living near the clos
of the nineteenth cen
tury or in the Middle
Ages. All that sott

" of melodramatic rant
is out of date—as an-

= tiquated as the burw
ing of witches or touching for the king s cvil. No doubt
there are plenty of people in Canada so peculiarly const-
tuted that they sigh for a return of the “good old
times ¥ when a king was a king in earnest and could, on
the whim of the moment, order traitors to be hanged,
drawn and quartered by the dozen any morning befor¢

breakfast. . It is unfortunate for Canada that -we seem 10



