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speak:the words that, bis naturl sympathies
dicta e as he ilisjone Wo the story. of those who
need his moral sud- spiritual belp; if he would
simply commence by having. a fellow-feeling
with them, giving thom, ln worde of kindnaes,
the benefit of bis own experience of life, he
tould-soon find ont what God would have him
do.

And so it is with those even who take a more
prominont stand.. If you listen to those who
4drea temperance meetings, or Bible classes,

or the little gatherings that comes to mission
rooms in the city, or cottage lectures in the
country, yo. will find that the mon whose
words carry the most influence to the hearts
about thom are not the eloquent speakers or
the ready debaters, but the inen who have
arisen above the tbought of self, and who, in
their yearning to assist others, utter simply and
naturslly the message of comfort or he[pfulness
which their own hearts bids them speak to
other-souls.

Strange it is that the two forces of which
the Church stands most in need to.day are com-
mon sympathy and common sense, and the lay-
helper who posseses both these qualities, who
combines mn himself deep spiritualities and
practical sense, a cool brain and warm beart,
is the worker who is most needed in every par-
ish of the land.

Lastly, if we are to be laborers together with
God, we should ceaselessly remember that the
work we are doing is God's work, not ours;
and that if God bas given us our own peculiar
gift, He bas also assigned a corresponding gift
to each one of those brethren who are laboring
at our aide. The work is to grow not in our
way, but in God's way, and it can only thus ho
blessed when all the workers are of one mind
and one heart, endeavoring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. Paul plants,
Apolles waters, butit is God who giveth the in-
cresse

Oftentimes, when a man becomes intensely in
earnest lu any matter, in proportion to his
earnestness will be hie feeling that his own
plan ia the best plan, bis own way, the only
way. This is human nature, but we muet learn
to discipline our huma» nature. How man'y
Church workers there are who begin with the
most enthusiastie zeal, but who socn drop out
of the ranks, just because their own solfish
plana are rejected; how few there are who re-
tain their earnestness and persevero even when
their cherished schemes are declared ta ho eim-
practicable.

The Church is God's household, and there
muet be discipline in God's household as
well as in overy human home. St. Paul himself
learned this leson. And when he wrote to bis
converts of the dispensation of the Grace of
God which was given to him, the very words
that ho uses and which we translate as difpen-
sation or stewardehip is oekonomia, the law of
the household.

One of the very first lessons that we ail have
to learn, in doing Church work, ia, while we
keep our earnestness, ta surrender with an un-
conditionai surrender our solf-will to God's
Will, as it is expressed by those whom God bas
placed over us in Hie work, or by the majority
0f Our fellow-workers. Whother lhab decision
be right or wrong it isfor us, God's will ; and if
we pray as earnestly and nnceasingly about our
work, as every Church worker muet do who
bopesto succeed, thon we may ho sure that
God gives us this lesson to learn and this cross
W bear to train us for a more important work
by and by.

Remember our success is to Le guaged not so
much by what we.do as by what we are, and the
man who hie the met of the Spirit of Qod - in
hie heart i always the man who can do.the
most for God instheworid.

What matters it if the work that God gives
us be small or great~so long as its Ris work,
andwe do it in thé ,Name: ef-te Lord Jeans?
It muatbe.great. if our motive Le :great. It,

-muet have its purposes its meaning, its bis -
tory, if God assigne it to us, for-

"Each single struge hath ite far vibration
Worktng reslts that work results again;Falture and deat, are no annihilation ;
Ou tars absorbed wll uaire sore future rain.

True it ta WB May ual lve Iu story,
But we may ho vavea wltbit a Étde;

HelP thehuman flond to er the g tory.
" Thate hali shine wheu w have tolled and died.

Thorefore, tbonfewri r hlp or heed us,
Lot uic workt bon hpaat,"o ea rL a nd b and:

For vo knawv the future ages need us,W e knut yetp aur tie to ite Its stand.

"<Let us tot an. 1e watt we eave behInd us,
Tbougb Incompletc, <,ade baudiiyeema,

And use some way ; and the news witI fund us
in Heaven above ta sweeten endrese calm"

HENRY Y. S ETTERLEE,
-in the Churchman,

EARL NELBON ON TiB ATHANASIAN
CREED.

The Christian World-a paper with a large,
circulation among members of the difronUnL
Christian bodies, and one which thereby might
do great things fer the cause of Christian unity
-gave out la a leader on " Reverence in Theo-
logy " au utterly mistaken view of the purport
and origin of this Creed.

lIt is with great pain and no littie reluctance
that I give the following extracts, bat IL is
necessary in the cause of Christian unity that
such statement should be answered.

The words I refer te are these :-" The
Athanasiau Creed, at the end of a revolting at-
tempt to discuass the mnystery of the Trinity (as
though it were a subtle point of law, concludes
by declaring that everybody who fails to taire
precisoly this view of that myster-y shall with-
out doubt perish everlastingly."

" The irreverence of such a creed appears Le
us to be ven a more formidable objectio to it
than its self-contracting absurdities. By vain.
metaphysies it first belittles the Infinite and
thon snatches at the divine thunder ta blast
everyone who willi not construct a deity after
the same fashion."

The Creed i a collection of the decisions of
Eournenical Councils of the undivided Church

against vai ioue hei etical attempts to define and
explain the grest mysteries of the faith; and if
the writer of these sad words wilt carefully
consult tue history of the Chut-eh and of these
Çcumenical Councils bie will find that by these
rulings the Church attempted to dofine nothing.
Her great duty was, and ever will Le, t band
down undefiled the Two great truths entrusted
to her teaching :-(1) The mystery of the doc-
trine of the Trinity in Unity, and (2) the mys-
tery of the Incarnation of the Son of God.

As in the present day, so of old, f-rn the firet
ages of the Christian Church, it was those w/og
separated from The Church who added to her
credenda-seoking ta define theindefmuable, and
exalting their metaphysicalattempta to explain
what had been revealed into essential verities.
In the same way now each fresh schism adds to
the credenda, and would make the latest àddi-
tion of its own particular Shibboleth of greater
importance than the eternal verities them-
selves.

So far fromu irreverrently attempting to de-
fine the mysteries confided te ber keeping, the
Church bas ever sought to guard the sacrod de-
posit against the false definitions which the
arch-bereties put forth from time te time to de-
strov the unity of the.Church,

These falsedefinitions have been one and all
considered and exposed as theyarose, and these
denials of what is false have cleared the way to
what je true, sobat the work .of tie hereties
lias beei. overruled to build np and make
stt-ongert te defeuces 6ftbe faith.
,Wheu these different terme et herosy first

arose .they, did, not apfear ta be of ajuch,great
importance, but a tie w views wre more

fully expanded it ws shown that the logi;1i
deductiona from them led te a distinet denial ef
some essential verity, and those who firet fol-
lowed the new definitions as a speculative idea
ended in an open denial of the faith. Thon the
Church in ber Councils, which we believe were
overruled by the Holy Ghost, gave her; doci-
siens against the corrupt views; and these de-
cisions were fmually accepted by ail the men-
bers of the Church. Thus the Creed which re-
cords these varions decisions in nearly every
verse condemne some distinct heresy; and con-
tains not a new definition, but thedenialof some
false definition; and thus becoes a sign-post
to warn unstable souls againet the taise defini-
tion which would load thom unwarily, as in
former times it Lad led othors, to the denial of
universally accepted (or Catholie) truth.

A great deal of nonsense is talked about the
damnatory clauses of this Creced. They point
out that these varions herosies, donounced one
by one, will load mon who have once accepted
the faith, away from the essential doctrines of
the Christian revelation, and therefore place
thom outside the covenanted blessings. Those
who have broken away from Christian unity,
either by making essential an ertoneous defini-
tion of the faith or by giving undue promin-
once to one aide of an eternal truth, have always
made their particular view a necessity of salva-
vation, aid, though not u the same words,
have practically added an anathema against
those who reject their special view, believing
that none but themelves, and those who think
with them, can be saved.

The Cîurch does no such thing. She gives no
new definition, but assures us that the only cou-
enanted way of salvation lies in a belief lu the
one God in Trinity, as revealed to us in the
Baptismal formula, and in the great doctrine of
the Incarnation of the Son of God. For in these
Christianity and all the blessinge of the Christ-
ian Covenant do Most assuredly rest.

The Bible and the Church have equally
nothing to fear from opan discusion4,. hies
torical researeh; and this remark is particularly
true as te the Athanasian Creed, which some
years back was vigoroualy attacked both in
Convocation and by outsiders. At that time I
had the honor et prosiding at a groat gather-
ing in St. Jamn's Hall in defence of the Creed,
and the attack was roUled back and silenced for
a time mainly by two great facts which were
bronght to the front during those discussions.

First, there was the testitnony of active mis-
eionaries, fresh frorn the conflict with heathen-
dom in India and the East, that they have found
this Creed most useful in dealing with the meta-
physical objections of those Eastern people-
showing them th.t those very speculations
which they were inclined to induige in had al
beon advanced by great mon of the early ages
of the Churcb, and bad been carofally worked
out and answered by the Chnrch long ago.

And the second great fact was an hiatorical
one-that the more froquent repetition of this
Creed, (which had beon looked upon as a de-
vice of the Puseyites), Lad been specially or-
dered by Archbishop Crammer for the purpose
of counteracting the revival of old heresies
which at that time we-e throatening, under
new names, to overwhelm our national Christ-
ianity.

It le much to be hoped that all those who
really care fer Christian unity (among whom
I would willingly accept the writer of this ar-
ticle in the Christian World) wil be more care-
ful t master the true facts of history bofore
they bring accusations against the undivided
Church, or indeed against any of those bodies
who, though divided, claim to ho ossential
parte of the Body of Christ. Snch aobueations
cannot tnd to peace. Many heartburnings
and much uunintentional irreverence would te
surely saved by a more careful and considersté
bandiing of such subjects.

Trafalgar, Sali.bury,
Nason.


