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it, so sacred to every Moslem, and to which no
Christian is allowed admiltance. To ilre cast,
js a view of the Dead Seca and sandy plains of
Jericho, with the mouatains of Moab in the reas ;
to the south, the quiet and small village of Beth-
jehem, with its convent; and to the north, the
hill of Bethesda, which was formerly within the
city wells.  With feelings of gratitude, I prais-
ed God that through his infinite mercy 1 had
been permitted to look upon scenes like these,
and here to realize the truth of prophecy—¢ Ve-
tily { say unto you, that one stone shall not he
1a2ft standing u?on another. Zion shall be plough-
ed as afield.” Still the site of the ancient city
remains ; and although prophecy has been' lite-
rally fulfilled, there still remain fragments of the
ancicnt wall, which carry us back many eentu-
ries. Calvary and other localilies may give rise
to much discussion, but the everlasting hills 2nd
valleys must remain to all eternity. It was
enouzh that we were standing upon the true
Olivet, and looking down upon the garden of
Gethisemane and va?ley of Jehosaphat, whitened
with the bones of the dead, to testify its reality.
On descending half way down the mount, we
were shown a small chapsl or mosque, said to
designate the spot where our Master wept over
the fallen city. ¢« Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem!
thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them
that arc sent unto thee ; how often would I have
zathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye
would not. Behold your house is lefi desolate ;
for I say unto you that ye shall not see me hence-
forth, until ye shall say, Blessed is he that com-
cth in the name of the Lord.”” Wenow enter-
ed the small enclosure at the foot of the mount,
in which are eight large and very old olive trees.
< What, could ye not watch with me one honr?
‘Watch and pray, that ye enter not 1nte tempta-
tion ; the spirit is willing, hut the flesh is weak.”
We ascended, after crossing the valley, and en-
tered the city by St. Stephen’s Gate. Passing by
the pool of Bethesda, near the perch of the tem-
ple which is called Beautiful, we returned to
our dwelling by the Dolorosa.
Howaca.

—

TIE NORWAY PEASANT.

«glad enough to rest awhile, and io partake of some
delicious milk, alarge depot of which our guide
<liscovered, high up in the hills. It was s moun-
tain dairy, and consisted of a low log hut. We
deposited a few shillings in a howl in payment for
what we had taken; but, as we were leaving Lie
place, the old woman ho had the care of the
cows which graze onthis high ground during:the
-summer months, came up to us. She was full of
gratitade forthe small pittance which we had left
for her, and said we were welcome at any time
to as much milk as we pleased. This kind of hut
i3 called a seter. One of our party, a few days
since, whilst taking a solitary rambie in the midst
of the wildest mountains in this neighbourheod,
suddenly came upon a similar seler, the guardian
of which was a lovely girl of sixteen, with fine full
black eyes, a beautiful countenance, and one of
the finest forms in nature; she tended the cattle
with no other companions than alittle boy of eight
years old and a dog; and here the livelong day
and night, unconscious alike of her beauty, or the
dauger to which it might expose her, did this art-
less nnprotected child of nature pass the suminer
months. But, indeed, such is the virtue and sim-
plicity of character in these remete, uosophisfica-
‘ted regions, that no instance has ever occurred of
violence being offered to one of these lonely shep-
herdesses, [t may be that the custom of thus
leaving their daughters and sisters to the care of
an all-watching Providence has tended to foster a
feeling of honour in the men of Norway, and in-
duced them to respect all unprotected females.
But they are not unprotected; the invincible
sirength and charm of medesty are their safe-
iggzlt' .—Milford’s Norwayand her Laplanders in

Waten Ronsine up Hirr. Dr.'Smithin a re-
cent lecture on Geology at New York, meuntioned
a curious circumstance connecled with the Mis-
sissippi river.: It rans from north to south and
its mouth i¢ actually four iles higher than ils
source—a result due to the centrifugal motion of
the earth. Thirteen miles is the difference be-
tween the equaldrial and the polar radius; and

the river in flowing 2,000 miles has to rise onc
third of the distance—it being the height of the
equator abovo the pole. Ifthis centrifugal force
then were not continued, the rivers wonld flow
back and the occan would overflow the Jand.

NATURAL HISTORY.

CAPTURE OF AN ALLIGATOR.
CONCLUDED.

A low spot, which separated the river from the
lake, a little abave the nets, was unguarded, and
we feared that he would succeed in escaping over
it. It was here necessary to stand firmiy against
him; and in several attempts which he made to
cross ity we turned him back with spears, bamboos,
or whatever came first to hand.  He once seemed
determined to force Nis way, and foaming with
rage, rushed with open jaws, and gnashing his
teeth, with a sound too ominous to be dispised,
appeared 1o have his full energies arouscd, when
his career was stopped by a large bamboo thrust
violently into his mouth, which he ground to
pieces, and the fingers of the holder were so par-
alyzed, that for some minutes he was incapahlz of
resuming his gun.  The natives had now become
so excited as (o forzet all prudence,and 1he women
and children of the little hamlet had come down
lo the shore to share in the genaral enthusiasm.
They crowded to the opening, and were so un-
mindful of their danger, that'it vas necessary to
drive them back with somne violence. Ilad the
moaster known his own strength, and dared to
‘have used ity he would have gone over that spot
with a force which no human power could have
withstood, and would have erushed or carried with
him into the lake aboutthe whole population of
the place. ’

It is not slrange that parsonal safety was for-
gotten in the cxc'lterncm. of the scenc. The tre-
mendous brute, galled with wounds, and repeated
defeat, tore his way through the foaming water,
slancing froin side toside,in the vain. aitempt to
avoid Ins foes, than raipidly ploughing up the
stream, he grounded on the shallows, and turned
back frantic and bewildered at his circumscribed
position. At length maddened with suffering, and

{desperate from confinued persecution, he rush-

|ed furionsly to the mouth of the stream, burst
WE had a very laborions walk to-day, and were

through two of the nets, and [ threw down my
gun in despair, for it louked as though his way
at last was dlear to the wide lake. Bat the third
net stopped him, and his teeth and legs got en-
tangled in it, This gave us a chance ol closer
warfare with the lances,such as are used against
the wild buftalo. We had sent for this weapon at
the commencement of the attack, and found more
effectual than guns. Eotering a canoc, we plung-
ed lance after lance into the alligator,as he was
strugzling under the water, till a wood seemed
growing from him, which moved violently above,
wliile his body was concealed below. Jlisendea-
vours to extricate himself lashed the water iato
foam, mingled with blood 3 and there seemed no
end to his vitality,or decrease 1o his resistance, till
a lance slruck him directly through the middie of
the back, which an Indian, with a heavy piecc of
wood, hammered into him, as he could cateh an
opportunity. M{ companion en the other side,
now {ried to haul him to the shore, by the nets,
‘to which he had fasteued himself, bnt had not suf-
ficient assistance with him. As1 had more force
with me, we managed, with the aid of the women
and children, to drag his head and part of his body
on to the little beach, where the river joined the
lake, and giving him the ¢ coup de grece,” left
him to grasp out the remnant of his Tife on the
sand. 1 regret to say, that the measurement of
the len{,\h of this animal was imperfect. It
was night when the struggle ended, and ounex-
amination of him was made by torchlight.,: I
measured the circumfercnce, as did also my ¢ym-
anien, and it was over eleven {eet immediatoly
chind the fore-leg. It was thirteen fect at the
belly, which was:distended by the immeoderate
meal made on the horse. As he was only partl
out of the water, I stood with a line at his head,
giving the other {o the Indian, with direclions to
take it to the extremity of the tail. The length
so measured was (wenty-two feet, but at the timp
I doubted the good faith of my assistant, from,the
reluctance he manifestcd to enter the water, and
the fears he expressed that tho mate of the alliza-
tor might be in the vicinity.. Erom the diameter of
the animal, and the representation of these who

examined him afterwards, we believed the length

to have heen about thirty feet. As we intended
topreszrve the entire skeleton, with the skin, we
were less pirticular than we otherwise should
have heen. On opaninz him, we found, with
other parts of the horse, threa legs entire, torn off
at the haunch aud shoulder, wiich he had swal-
lowed whole, besides a larze quantity of stones,
some of them of several pounds weight.

The night, which had bncome very dark and
slormy, prevented us from being minute in our
fnvestigation ; and leaving direclions to preserve
the bones and skin, we took the head with us and
relurned home.  This precantion was induced by
the anxiaty of tho natives 1o secure the teeth ; and
I alterwards found that they atriibute to them
miraculous powers in the cure or prevention of
diseases.

The head weizhed near three hiandred pounds ;
and so well was it covered with flesh and muscle,
that we found balls quite flatlencd which had been
discharged into the mouth, and at tas back of the
head, at only the distance of a few feet, and yet
the bones had not asingle mark to show that they
had hzen touched.

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE.

CHRIST PRE-EXISTENT, OR BEFORE THE
WORLD WAS.,

Ix makinz Christ our theme, we know not where to
begin or where to.end.  Should we begin at the man-
ger in Bethichem, a voice would issuc [rom the throne
of the most excetlent Majesty, saying, * Before Abra-
ham was I AM.> Or if we go back 1o the days of that
Patriarch, and identify Christ with the Angel of the
Covenant, we are still admonished that, “ In the be-
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”’

Before, therefore, we can properly delineate Christ
in the scveral aspects and offices in which he is set
forth in‘the Book of Revelation, it becomes us, as »
suitable preliminary, to contemplate him as he wes
in the beginning, or before the foundation of the
world.

The inquiry naturally ariscs, did (Christ).the Se-
cond Person in the Trinity exist before hie entered up-
on the mediatorial work ; and what rank did he then
hold ¢ Or were there no persons or distinctions in
the Godhead till the tof the work of
Redemption 7 :

We have abundant proof that Christ is from eter-
nity, as well astn eternity, ¢ Before Abraham was
1 AM.” He hesitates not here to apprapriate to him-
sclf this peculiar name of Jehovah, I mf-m verb of
existence. He that is, and was, and is to come—the
Alpha and Omega—the first and the last—God Trom
cternity. In his interccssory prayer, Christ prays,
¢ Glori(y thou mc with the glory I had with thee be-
fore the world was.”” 11e wasgin the beginning ; he
was with God ; he was God.  Of this Prov. 8th chap-
ter furnishes @ more dctailed account : ‘T was set
up from cverlasting, {rom the beginning, or ever the
world was. Defore the mountains were settled, be-
fore the hilis was 1 brought forth.  When he pre-
pared the heavens—when he gave to the sea his de—
erce—when ‘he appointed the foundations of the earth,
then I was by him as one brought up with him 5 and
1 was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him—
and my delights were with the sons of men.””  8peak-
ing af the condescension and love of Christ, the A~
pestle Paul says: “ Ye know the grace of our Lord:
Jesus, that though %z was »ich, yet for your sakes te
became posr”—in allusion to the glory he hed with
the Father before the world was.  Christ was the
brightaess of the Father’s glory and the express image .
of bis person. - |

In the light of these declarationa let us stop and-
coniemplaic Christ. Before the incarnation—before
the foundations of the carth arere laid, Christ waas
God, was king, ‘was sovcroign of the universe. Ue
was coeternal with the Father, and shared with him
all the honors and prerogatives of the cternal throne.
Contemplate him here—cothroncd in the centre of the
universe.  Moons revolve nhout planots, planets a-
bout suns, and suns with their countless systems re—
volve about the grand central power which holds them,
in their orbs.  Call this power what you will—it ig
the Umnipotent arm——it is the governor of the materl-
al universe. Itis the God of mind, too, who gives
law to intelligent creatures, and takes cognizance of
them as moval agents. It is tho Divinitly, the Su-.

reme God, But here is Christ, the mighty Gad, the
Father of an cverlasting age. He is raised pbove all
principalitics and powers—cnthroned ip the midst of
dominions, atiended by angels, honored by grchangels.
A crcatures do him revercnce.  The “morning
stars?’ sing before him, and tho sons of God shout for
joy. Hois rich as ail lhe universe can make him.
Al honor is his ; all power, all glory,.all folicity,

But.what would you think o see auch personago—
one so honored, so rich, so happy, descend from his
eternal throre,and lay aside the sceptre and the crown,

and yield up the glory he had with tho Father—what



