On Youth and z!ge. | e

. moﬁ no progrefﬁon at all, wh:ch makes
" us percewe the gumcc of Cicero's obfer-
vation, that to be ignorant of what paffed
in the world is' te remain in childhood.
Savagesin general may be looked upon as
“children during cthe whole of their lives,
on account of the very feanty fhare of
knowledge they potlefs.
well that the Efquimeux who were in Lon-
don fome years ago appeared to me in that
lights The father and mother feemed to
have their wonder and rifibility cxcited by
the -fam<' petey trifling obje@s which
touched-the fancy of Dickizuma their child,
Nor did he, who was {aid to be a reverend
pric(t upon the coafl of Labrador, convince
mc that e was much wifer. The child
was more playful than the grown people.
But | impute that’to corporeal levity, as
1did their fedatenefs to corporeal” tran-
quility ; in (hort, there was much about

the fame diverfity between them as be-

tween a kitten and an-old cat. Capum
Cook, the celebrated circumpavigator,
“whofe plain, candid, and judicious re-

marks 1 value very hnghly, gave me, in’a’
, converfation which'l had with him at Sir -
John Pringle’s rablc, the fame account of i

the -untutored nations in the Southern
hemifphere. He toid me, that we were
not to (uppofe them witty, becaufe they
laughed a great deal ;
amifed with very fmall matters; and he
alfo told me, that they werequite volatile
" and inattentive, and wouid atk a variety

of quellions in rapid fucceffion, without
Such.

"~ waiting till they received anfwers.
titilations of inquifitivenefs, which could
" ceafe without being appeafed by gratifica-
tions, indicate a mean.(l'are of mind, the
reverfe of that noble, ardent, perfevering
curiofity;. which-is ever found in a vigor-
cus; well cultivated underftanding, Nor

i» the continuation of childhpod by reafon -

of ignorance pesuliar to favage life. For
we find it in greater and leffer deégrees in
" individuals of focieties the moft caltivated.

¢ Sauntering Jack and idle Joan," whom -

) Pr,or, by.a choice calle@ion of frivolous

" circumilances, repref-'nts as havmg ¢lived

in a, Kind or as «it were,” are charaéters

not at all"fo rare as gne ‘may fuppofe,v

without m'\.ung an a:tenuvc clofe enqui-
ry.
-No min perhaps has ever had a more
- lively perceptioit of the varieties of human

life than Hurace, whofe 2dmirable facul-

, Cation, and by the acquaintance with eve-
- Iy thing waorth knowing,. whicH he enjoy.

ved’ with the mdﬁ fortunate fréeedom.: I

~ taKe it for granted that none ofmy

© will difpute the authenticity of Horace’s

,'iuﬂou), Ahat be ac’tually lived, in the court :

{ remember very

for that_they .were
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of Auguﬂus, though inan age whers'
there is fuch an affectation of feepticifm, I
cannot be quite fure but there may he
fome followers of father Harduin,. the je-
fuit, who very ingenioufly wrote a differ- .
1atign to prove that the books which we -
cill the claffics, never exifted ‘in ancient

Rome, but wire compoled by Monks in

a modern period of time. Harduin's
piece of claffical infidelity may, | think,
be efteemed as a very fair, ridiculous imi.
tation of that kind of difbeliei, which ob-
je@s to the credibility of diftant and ex-
traordinary fa&s, though vouched by.fuch
evidence as we could reafonably expeét to- -
have.” As an able member of the holy or-
der to which he had devored - himfelf, he
had frequent opportunmes to combat irre-. .
ligious doubu, and it may be fuppofed
that his curious differtation was meant o’
begravely ironical. But ] have gone after
Harduin till 1 have loft fighkt of Horace;

“whoft defcnpnons of youth and age came

into my mind with the fine livelinefs' of
recolle@®ion which attcads the paffages of
that poct which we have got by heart. Ha
in a juft and ftriking manner contrafls the
fervour and complacent gaiety of -youth
with the coldnefs and fredul rigidity of

- age. " But Horace, though a very goad
phnlofopher upon many occafions, has not

given any precepes to the ydung and the.
old how to corret their feveral faulrs,
and contribyte to thejr mutual bappmeh.
Youth, however inferior to age in expe-
rience and wifdom, has no doubt the ad.
vantage in mere animal lifej and for this
reafon many very fondly give it thie pre-
ference, fomewhat upon the principle of
the common proverb, that ‘a living dog -
is better than a dead lion." Bur furely
we arc formed to enjoy a kind of happi-
nefs fuperior to that of mere animal lifey
and the pleafures of the fenfes.  Intellec
tuai felicity affords a much higher dchgh
to thofe who, are capable .of relithing it
Of this I.am fure from what [ have fele
myfelf, and T’ (hould not fay-fo, had | oot
alfo felt very exquifitely the pleaturcs of
fenfe.” 1 have heard that ,a late very oid.

_general officer in the Britith fervice, wiea

fomebody was talking.to him of. his high
military prefc:mems faid, that he weuld
be content to be the lowel enlign in ;the.
army, oncondition of being only Gxtecn
years old. . Such a faying, if ivexprefied.

, -the General's real meaning, only thowed "
ties werg highly. improved by the beft edu-

that his h;\ppmefa was al{ogether feafual,

“and lhat in the courfe of a long life he’ had
" mnade no advance’in the rcbn:men; andeZ

levanon of hjs -mature. ; How: different
from his animal’ enthuﬁafm is the geae.

Tous, ‘though extravagant, wilh whichithe '

exc.cllenc Fenelon puts into the ‘moath of -
Tclcmachus !



