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CHAPTER XVII,

TUIRD QUEBHTION —WHAT WAS 1113 MOTIVE ?

« Thias Ix & great sacrifice mada 1o me, oh my:

wife's part. Jenlous of every woman, under
forty, who comes near me, she s of course
jealous of Helebn, and shio controls herself, and
trusta me! . )

v J A bound to show my gratitude for this,
and 1will show {1 From this day forth, 1 vow
1o ltve more affeconately with my wife. 1
tenderly cmnbraced her this very morning, aod
1 bape, poor soul, she did not discover the offort
1t 1L oost me”

There, the remdings from the Dary cfimaoe to
an ewd,

The moat uplessant pages In
Report of the Trial were, o me,
which contained the extracts from
band's IMary. There wern
and there, which not only
which alinwet ahook Euslace’s posltion in wmy
eattmation, I think [ would have given every-
thing 1 posscsned to bave had the power of an-
nibtlating certain Hoes tn that Dinry,  As for
his pamxtonate expressions of love for Mra
Beauly, every ane of them  went through me
ke n sting ! He bad whispered words quite us
wurm fnt my enrd, (o the guyy of his  court-
ship, 1 had no rensan ey doubt that ha truly
and dearly loved tae, But the question was
— Hisd bre, Soastomn sty sl deurly, loved Mres.
Beautly, before me ¢ Had she or ¥ won the first
of his heart? Ho hnd declaresd 1o me,
and over agnty, that he il only fancled himsel?
o be in love, befare theday when we met, |
had belleved bl then, I deterinined (o beliove
him stidl, T did belfeve i, But © hated Mes,
Beauly }

As for the painful tmpression preduced o
Court by the rvadings fooan the betiers and the
Diary, 1t seemed to boe farpewsible Lo inerease
1. Neveriheless, {1 wax percoptibly inereased,

the whole
the pages
my hus-
expressions, here
pwined me, but

over |

|

P over and over again, (referring o
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The story far tha prosecntion was now a story
told,  The staunchest friends of the prisoner in
eourt were comn pellad Lo acknowledyge that the
evidenee, thas fur, polnted clearly and oconcla-
Bively ugnivst bim. He seemed o foel this
himself., When he withdrew at the olose of the
thlrd day of the trinl, he wns 80 depressed and
exhuusted that be was obliged to lean on the
arm of the governor of the jull, :

CHAPTER XIX.

THE EVIDENCE FOR THE DEFERCE.

The fealing of interest excited by the trial
was prodiglously Increased on the fourth day.
The withesies for the defence were now 1o be
bhoard ; and tirit and foremost among them ap.
peared the prisoner's mother. She looked at
her son as she Hfted her veil to (wke the oath,
e bumt into tears. At that moment, the
gympathy felt for the mother was generally ex-
tended to the unhappy son,

Sxamined by the Liean of Facnlty, Mrs, Ma-
caltan the clder gave her answeors with remark-
able digoity and seif-control.

Questioned a8 L0 certaln private couvemation
which had pasased between her late dangbter-
in-law and herself, she declarod that Mrs. Eus-
tacn Macajlan was morbldly sepsitive on the
sublect of her personal appearance. She was
davotedly attached Lo Ler husbaud; the great
anxiety of her life was to make herself as at-
tractive (0 him as possible.

her com plexion-——were subjects L0 her of the
birterest 1ogrot. - The witness biad hoaod her say
her com-
plextons that there was 1o risk she would not
run, nud no pain she would not suflir, tolmprove
1it. © Meu,” she has said, ¢ are all caught by
oulward appearances; my husband might love
me betier (£ I had a better evlour.”

teing asked next if the passages from her

S son's diary were 10 be depwended on as evidetce,

<
i

. libel on hits character,” she sadd.

1

1a othier words, it was retdered mare unfavour-

ahle g4l towards the prisencr, Ly the ealdencs |

of Lhe pext, and est, witness cadled oo the ot
of the prosegutin,

Willlam Enazie, uuder-gardener at Gleninel,
waAR nworn, amd deposed ws fullows

sk e swealicth of UOctober, al eloven
o'cleet 16 the forenessi, §owas punt 0 work in

i

—that §s to sfuy, If they fatriy represented the
pecu jailties i his clinracter, aml hixirue sentie
ments towards bis wide--Mra Mucallan denfed
ftin the plaloest and the slrongest terius,
“The extracts from my son's lsary are i
¢ And not the
less @ Hbel because they hrappsen to be written by
himself,  Speakite: from 4 mother's experlunce
of Gita, I know thed he must have written the
pesasges producid o moments of npeontrolla-
biv depressiun amd despats, No Just person

) Judges hastily of 1o man by the msh words which

may escape him in his moody sl miserable
woments,  Is my s5u 10 be so judized, bécause

fho hsppots o have written his raxh words, in-

the shrubbery, on the sde next to the ganden
calied the Datet Ginrden, Taers was o sutners |

Bentse by the Listelh Guarden, haviog ook
sot townrds the shruhbery,  The diy was wan-
derfully Gne and wari (o the Gine of year.
GPusadng toomy work, U ptineed the ek ol
the mamme ccottses ] hesred saofees Inshle w-n
man's vioier and wo lsdy N volce.
volCe wis sirsdge 10 Bie, The man’s veics |
recognized fs the volee of my master.
ground In the shrobbery was soft, amd my cari.
oeily wan excited. I stejiped nyp 1o the buack of

[RE

The lady’s:

elewd Of speakiog thenm: 2 His pen has been his
most deadly enemy, in this case—Iit has pre-

D senhiled bl st hisvery worst, He was not happy
Hat ! say ut the

i bis marriage, I admit that,
ame tmie, that be was invartably cousiderate
owands his wife, I wae tmplicitly trusted by
buth of them ; 1 saw them in thelr most private
moments, 3 declure—in the fice of what she

fappears (o have written to her felends and cor-

Tha |

tue suanmer-house, without betng heand, and 1

fistened 1o what wen guing on instde,

The At wonds 1 conld distinguish were
spakien 0 my master's veleo,
could only have foresesn (a?
duy ba free, whal a banpy mao § might have
been! ™
you must not (ks

D emevidentdy
Jle =atd, « 10}
you might one |

Tho ladyta volee aurwered, Hush !
My mastet sald apon

that, ¢ I must ik of what is oy mind ;i ts

wiwnys fo my mind that I have lost you,”  He
soppend n bit there, and then he sadd oo o sud-
den, Do me one hivour, my angel!  Promise
me not to marry again' The lady's volee sjoke

out, thereupon, sharply enough, « Whal do you ‘
My master suid, « I wish po harmy to

mean T
the unbappy creature who s a burden ou my
life ; but sUppoEe—— ! ¢ Suppose oothing' the
Indy sald ; fcoe hDack to the house.

« 8Bhe lod the way into the garden, and tarned
mumd, beckouing my aster to joln her. dn
that position, I .saw her fuce piaindy, and I Knew
it for the face of thie youug whiow buly who was
visiting at the house, Sho wis polhted out to
e by the head g ordener, when she (Orst orrives,
for the purpose of warning me that I was not
to tnterfere 10 tossidd her pleking the flowers,
Tue gundens at Glenineh were shown to toarists
an cottatn daps;oand we made o ditference, of
course, in - the matfer of the fowoers between
strapgers and giests staying in the house, 1
am quite cortedn of the jdentity of the indy who
was tlking with sy master, M Beauly was
a comely . person, amd there was no misiaking
her for any other than herself, Hho and my
master withilrow trgether on the way to the
houare., 1 heard nothing moere of what paasced
betweon them.”

This withess was severely eross.-examined as
to the correetnens of his recallveiion of the tatk
1o the summer-hou e, and as to biscapaeity for
Ientifying both the speakers.. Un certaln
minor points ‘he wis stiaken,  Bat he dremly
nsserted his necurnte remembranco of the Inst
words exchiunged between his master and Mrs,
Reauly ; nud ha personnhly deseribesd the indy,
tn termx which proved that he had correctly
Sdontitied her,

With this, the answer to the third question
ratged hy tho teinl.—-the question of the prisonevs
motive for poisoning his wife——canie 1o emd,

wpopdents—~thal my &on never ghwve his wife

crucliy or noeglect”’

Thesp wonls, firmly sua ctearly spoken, pru-
duoed u strong irspresston. The Lord Advoeate
peteelving 1oat any attewpt o
wenken that Hupression wonkt not be Hkely to
surcred—eoniined himxelf in sross-examination,
1o twao sipntleant guestions,

wlu spenking to yoeu of the defzcts 1o ver
complexion,” he satd o did your daughter-in.
Inw refer t any way to the use of arsenle as a
remoedy ¢

The nrswer 10 this was « No,”

The Lord Advocate proceeded.

DI you yoursell ever recommend arsenie,
or mention it casurlly, in the course of the pri-
vate copversations which you have deseribed 27

The answer to this was, « Never,”

The Lond -Advoente resumed bis seat,
Mieatian the shier withdrew.,

An interest of a new kind was excited by the
appearnnce of the next withess, This was no
loss n person than Mres, Deaunly herself. The
leport describes her na aremarkably attractive
person: modest and Indylike in her manaoer,
and, to all appenrance, feeling sensitively the
public posttion in which she was pincesd,

The first portion of her evidence was almost
a recapituiation of the evidence given by the
prisoner’s mother—with  thix difference, thnt
M. Beauly had been actually questioned by
the doceased lady on the subject of cosimetie
applications to the eomplexioo. Mrs. Bustace
Macallan had complimented her on the beauty
of er complexion, aml had asked what artifictal
menns she usesd to keep it In goxlorder  Using
no artiflicial means, and knowing nothing whnt-
ever of cosmetles, Mrs, Beauly hud resented the
question; and n temporary cooliess belweoen
the two ladies had been the result.

Interrogated as to her relatlons with the pri-
soner, Mrs. Beauly tndignantly denled that she
or. Mr. Macalian had ever gtven the deceased
Indy the slghtest cause (or jealousy. It war
tmpossible for Mrs. Beauly.to lenve Seotlamd,
afler  vislting. at tho houses of heor cousin’s
helghbours, witliout also visiting at her coustn’s
house. To take any other course wonkl have
been an act of downright rudeness, and would
huve excited romark.  She did not deny that
Mr. Macalian had admired her futhe dayswhen
they wore both ringle people.  But there was no

Mrs

The Linperfections |
in her personal appearance—and expecially in |

further exprexsion of that feeling when she had
.married ancther man, und when he had married
another woman., Krom that time their inter-
course was the innocent intercourse of a brother
and sister. Mr. Macallan was a gentleman; he
know what' was due to bis wife aud o Mrs,
Beauly—she would not have entered the house
if experience had not satisfied her of that. As

for the evidence of the under-gardener, 1L way |

little better than pure invention. The greater
part of the conversation which he ha t described
himself as overhearing had never taken place.
The lttle that was really sald (as the man re-
ported it) was sald jestingly ; and she bad check-
ed 1t immmediately—ag the witness had bimself
confessed. For the rest, Mr. Macallan’s beha-
viour towards his wife was invariably kind and
considerale. He was constantly devising means
1o alleviate her suflerings from the rheumatic
aflection which confined her to her bed ; hehad
Apoken. of her, not once, but many times, in
terms of the nincerest sympathy. When she
ordered her husband and witness to leave the
room, on the day of her death, Mr. Macallan
sild Lo witness afterwards, « We must bear with
her jealousy, poor soul; we know that we dou't
deserve 1. [n that patient manuer, he sub-
mitted to her {nfirmities of temper, from fdrst
Lo last.

The main Interest in the cross-examination of
Mrs. Beauly centered in a question which was
put at the end. After reminding her thal she
had given her name, on being sworn, as ¢ Helena
Beauly,” the Lord Advocate sald: -

A letter addressed to the prisoner, and signed
¢ Helena,” har been rewd in Court.  Look at it if
you please, Are you the writer of that letter 7

Before the witness could reply, the Deau of
Faculty protested against the question. The
Judges allowed the protest, and refused Lo per-
mit the question to be put.  Mrs. IBeauly there-
upon withdrew. She had betrayed a very per-
ceptible agltation on hearing the letter referred

¢ te, and on having it placed in her hands, This

exhibition of feeling was variously Interpreted
among the audience. Upon the whole, however,
Mrx. Beauly's evidence was constdered to have
aided the Lmpression which the mother's evi-
dence bad praduced in the prisoner’s favour.

The next witnesses—both ladies, and both
school-friends of Mrs, Eustace Macallan—ereated
a new feeling of Inlerest in Court. They sup-
plled the missing link in the evidence for the
defonee,

The rst of the ladies declared that she had
mentioned arsevic as a means vl improving the

complexion, in conversation with Mrs, Fustace !

Macallan  She had never used it herself, but
she had rea:d of the practice of eeting arsenlc,
among the sStyrian peasantry, for the. purpose
of clearing the colour, and of producing a generat
appearnnce of plumpness and good tealth, She

powsitively swore that she had related this result

i of her reading to the deceased lady exactly as

she now related it In Court,
The secon:t witness, present at the coaversa-

tion already menttoned, corroborated tho tirst |
anid added that <he |

witness in every particular,
had procored the book relating to the arsenic.
eating practices of the Styrian pensantry, and

¢ thelr results, at Mrs. Eustace Macallan’s own

1y just canse (o assert that he freated ber with

by post to Mre. Eustace Macallan at Glenineh.

There was but ouve assalinble point iu this
otherwise conclusive  evidence. The cross-
examination discovered {t.

Both the ladies were asked, in wurn, 1€ Mrs,
Eustace Maaallan had expressed to them, direct-
Iy ar inditectly, any Intentfon of obtalning ar-
seunfe, with u view to the improvemeut of her
complexion. [n each case the aunswer to that
all-impurtnnt question wag, No. Mrs. Eustace
Macallan had heard of the remedy, and had re-
celyed the book., But of her own Intentions in
the future she had not sald one wond., She had
begged both the iadies to conslder the conversa-
tion as strictly private—and there it had ended.

It required no lawyer's eye to discern the
fatal defect which was now ravealed in-the
mvidence for thedefence. Every intelligent per-
son present could see thiat the prisoner’s chinnce
ot an honourabie acquittal deponded on trucing
the polson ta the possassion of his wife—or at
least on proving her expressed  intantioun to ob-
tain 1. Ia etther of thicse cases, the prisoner’s
Deelaration of his funovcence wounld ciaim the
suppart of testimony, which, however jndirect
it might be, no houest and inteillgent men
would be likely to reslst. Was that testimony
forthcoming ?  Was the counsel for the defence
not at the ond of his. resources yet ?

The crowded-audience waited, in breathless
expectation, for the appearance of tie next wit-
ness, A whisper went round, among certain
well.instrncted persons, that the Court was
now tosee and hoar the prisoner’s old friend—
alrendy often referred to in the course of the
Trial us « Mr, Daxter.” .

After a Lrief lauterval of deiay, there wasa
sudden commotion among the audlience, accom-
panied by suppressed exclamations of curiosity
and surprise, At the samo moment, the orler
summoned the next witness by the extraordi-
nary name of,

# MISERRIMUS DEXTER.”

CHAPTER XX.
THE END OF THE TRUAL.

- The cxlliug of the new: witness provoked a

burst of inughter among the audionee—due part-
ly, no doubt, to the strange name by which he

“ THE MOONSTONE,” ‘' TL . NEW MAGDALEN,” ETC.

!

!
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had been summoned ; partly also, to the tastine-
live destre of all crowded assmblies, when tbelr
interest I8 palnfully excited, to selze on any re-
lief in the shape of the Arst sRubject of merri-
meut which may present  itself.”” A severe re-
buke from tbe Bench. restored order among the
audience, The Lord Justice Clerk declared that
he would « clear the Court” If {he interruption
w the proceedings was renewed. .

Duriog the sllence which followed this an.
nouncement, the new witness appeared.

Gliding, self-propelled in his_chair on wheels,
through the opening made-for him among the
crowd, a strange aod startling creature-—literal.
1y the half of a- man—revealed himself 1o the
general view. A coverild which had been thrown
over big chalr, had fallen off during his progress
through . ‘the throng. The loss of it exposed to
the pablic curiosity the bead, the arms, and the
trunk of a living human being: absolutely de-
prived of the lower limbs. To make this de.
formity all the more striking and all the maore
terrible, the - vietim of it was—as “y his face
and bis body—an ununsually handsome, and an
aousuaily well-made man. - His long silky hair
of a bright and beautiful chestnut colour, fell
over shoulders that were the perfection of
strength and grace. His face was bright with
vivacity and iotelligence. His large clear blue
eyes, and his Jong delicate white hands, were
like the eyes and hands of a beantiful woman.,
He would have looked effeminate. but for the
manly proportions of his throat and chest ; alded
1n thelr eflect by his flowing beard and long
moustache, of a iighter chestnut shade than the
colour of his bair, Never had a magnificent
head and bwdy been more hopelessly jil-best-
stowed than in his fostance ! Never had Nature
committed a more careless or a more cruel mis-
take than in the making of this man |

He was sworn, scated of course in his chalr,
Having given bis name, he bowed tothe Judges
and requestcd their permission to preface his
evidence with a word of explanation,

1 People wenerally laugh when they first hear
my strnge Cbristisn name,” he said, in a low
clear resonant voics which peunetrated to the
remotest corners of the Court. <1 may inform
the yood people here that many names, still
common among us, have their significatioos,
and thal minoe is one of them. * Alexaunder,’ for
instiance, means, in the Greek, +a helper of
men.! +David® mweans, in Hebrew, «well.
beloved.,! ¢Francis’ meuans 'n German, - free.’
My name, ¢ Miserrimus,” means, ic Latia, ‘most
anhappy.” It was given to me by iy father,
in allusion to the deformity which you all see
—the deformity with whick it was iny misfor-
tune to be born.  You won't lavgh at ¢«Miserri-
mns ' again, will yon ©¥ lie tumed to the Dean
of Faculty, waiting to examine him for the de-

fence., « Mr. Dean, 1 am at your service. |
apologise for delaying, even for a mowent, the
proceediags of the Court.”

He delivered his little address with perfect

. grace and good humour., Examined by the Dean

: death,”” he begzauw.
request.  This book she had herself despatebhed |

he gave his evidence clearly, without the
slightest appearance of hesitiation or reserve,

« T was stayiog at Glenineh, a8 o guest in the
house, at the time of Mrs. Enstace Macallan’s
s« Doctor Jerome and Mr
Gale desired to see me, at o priviate interview - -
he prisonaer being then {n a state of prostration
which mude it Impossible for bim i attend to
his duttes as master of the bouse. At this In.
terview, the two doctors astovisbed and horri-
fied me, Ly declaring that Mrs. Eustace Maceal-
Ian uad died poisoned, They left it t¢c me to
commuuicate the drendfal news to her husbaud;
and they warned me that a post-mortem exam.
mination must be beld on the body.

«1f the Fiscal bad seen my old friend, when
I communicated the doctory’ message, I doul.y
ir he would have ventured to cbarge the pris-
oner with the murder of his wife. Tomy mind
the charge was notlhing less than an outrage. |
resisted the seizure of the prisoner's Diary and
letters, animated by that feeling. = Now that
the Diary has been produced, { agree with the
prisouer's mother {n denying that it is fair evi-
dence to bring agalnst him. = A Diary (when it
extends beyond & bare recont of facis and dates)
is nothing but an expression of the poorest and
wenkest side in the character of the person wha
keeps it It is, iu nine cases out! of ten, the
more or less contemptible outpouring of vanity
and conceit whicb the writer dare not exhibit
to any morial but himsslf. I am the prisover’s
oldest friend. 1 solemnly declare that I never
knew that he conid write downright nonsense,
until T beard his Diary read in this Court! -

« IHe kill his wife! JHe treat his wife with ne.
glect and cruelty! 1 venture:to -say, from
vwenty years' experience of him, that there is
no man in this assembly who s, canstitution-
ally, more incapable of crime, and* more inca.
pable-of ernelty, than the man: who stands ia
the Bar. While [ am about ft, I'go farthor still,
1 even doudbt whether a man capable of erime,
and capable of cruelty, could have found jt in
his heart {0 do evil to the woman whose un-
timaoly death is the subject of this iuquiry.

¢ 1. have heand what the fguorant and preju.
diced nurse, Curistina Qrmsay, has satd of the
deceoased lady., From.my own personal obser-
vation, I contradict every wond of It. Mrs. Eus.
tace Macallau, granting her personal defects —
was nevertheless one of the most charming wo.
men [ ever met with. She was highly bred,
fn the best sensa of the wonl. - I never saw, in
any other persou, so sweet a smilo /s her’s, I(
you liked musio, she Bang beautifully ; and few




