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[HO. IVM ROSS.

LieutVCOt lion. William RosS, P.C., late
Sinlister of Militia and Defence, ls the son of
Mr. John RoRs, who came to Nova Scotia fron
Hutherlandshire, &otland, in 1816. He was
born at Boulardine Island, Cape Breton, ln
1825, an' wa married ln 1855 to Eliza, young-
e daiiughter of Peter Moore, Esq., of North
sydney, Cape Breton. Ho ls Lient.-Colonel
of the 3rd Regimetit Victoria Militia. He sut
for Victoria, Nova Scotia, ln the Assenbly of
that irovince, from 1859 until the union. At
the general elections of 1867 ho was elected to
the House of Comnmons for the same county,
and in 1872 was elected by acclamation. On
the advent of the present Government bc was
called to the Privy Council and offered the
portfolio of Militia and Defence. Rumour iof
his resignation of that important office bave
been rifu since the session of Parliament last
spring, but they have been confirmed ouly
within the last few day. Ilis successor is
lion. Mr. Vail of Nova Scotia. lion. Mr.
Ross has betr appointetd Collector ofCiustome
at Halifax.

CANAIAiN METJ!)DTSMf.

Wt give on this page the portraits of sorne
of the prominent members of the General Con-
ference of the United Canadian, Weslevan
Itethodist Church. recently convened at
Torontio, Ontario. Ffty yearm ago 3Sethodiam
had juit commenced gaining ground in British
North Am'rica, and was cotmparatively feeblo
in point of numbetrs, In its ministry and ln
its places of worship, but of late its growth
has been rernarkably rapid. The Iast census
ofc Caala, taken in 1870, showed that at that
tnie the Methodits were the largest Protes-
tant denomination in the Dominion.

The Canadian Mithodistgs have been under
the juriediction of several Conferences. Soon
after the consurrnation of the political union
of the British Provinces in the Dominion of
Canada, the Niethodists began to feel the want
of a closer ecclesiastical union for the advance-
mnu-lt of the interests of the denomination,
Andl measures were set on foot to effect this
objt t The Conference which held jurisdic-
it ni over the Wes cievans of Ontario and Quebec
wa known as the Canada Conferenice. At a
s-ion of thi- bodv held in 187,1 the Rev. S.
1 Rie 1 D., and the lv. Jmes Elliott
were appoainttiteddelegates to the Conference of
Eim.eri British America to request th<t dele-
gatec be sent thereiram to the next Canada
C{nfrence to consider the question of union
and the necessary mîeasures to carry the move-
ment into tffect. In pursuance o this scheme,

THE HON. WM. ROSS, EX-MINISTER OF MILITIlA
-FaoM à PrtTOCOrR.4 iB Tort.sv. oF OTTAWA.

tue Rey. Humphrey Pickard, D.D., and the
Rev. Duncan D. Currie were appointed dele-
gates from the Conference of Eastern British
America, and met the Canada Conference at
its session in Montreal ln 1872. At this meet-
ing the subject of union was discussed -in ail
its bearings, and the scheme was deemed en-
tirely practicable as well as eminently desira-
ble.

To further complete the measures of union,
a large and influential committee representing
the several Conferences, met at Montreal in
the autumn of the same year, and prepared a
constitution for the united Church. That con-
stitution wasa soon afterward accepted by the
Wesleyan Conferences of Canada and of Eng-
land, and by the New Connection Conference
of Ontario. The constitution provides that
the oid Canada Conference be divided into
three bodies, to be deignated the Toronto,
the London, and the Montreal Conferences,
and that the old Conference of Eastern British
America be likewise divided intu three bodies,
the Nova Scotia, the New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island, and the Newfoundland
Conferences. 'rThese bodies, with the New
Connection Conference of Ontario, this year
send representatives to the First General
Conference of the United Canadian Wesleyan
Methodist Church, which met at Toronto Sep-
tember 16. The Rev. Egerton Ryerson, D.D.,
LL.D., was choseu President, and the Rev.
Duncan D. Currie Secretary, of the Conference..

Th'e several Conferences of the Dominion
were largely and ably represented in the
General Conference. The London (Ontario)
Conference sent fifty delegates ; the Montreai
Conference, thirty-six ; the New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island, sixteen ; the Nova
Scotia, eighteen; the Newfoundland, four; the
New Connection Conference,twenty-four. One
half the delegatea are laymen. These dele-
gates, in ail numbering one hundred and
ninety-six, represent a denomination which is
rapidly increasing in strength and influence
throughout the Dominion of Canada. It lias
already about twelve hundred ministers, cou-
siderably more than a hundred thousand con-
municants. and about sixthundred and fifty
thousand adhereuts. The union under one
Genera! Confereuce has been effected quietly
and without aditatio, although it involved a
radical change in the constitution of Canadian
Met-hodism. The change cannot fail to be
productiv of good resuits. The united
Churches will be more intimately connected
than ever before, and there will be increased
unity of action and greater concentration of

effort, which must tend largely to promote the
usefuiness of the Methodist denomination in
Canada.
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SOME PROMINENT CANADIAN METHODISTS PRESENT AT THE RECENT GENERAL COUNCIL,
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