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it So you see he would lm\e been
profount] oltl man, indeed, to su~[mot that
night, just: at L\\El\c I luolmd upou him

e night,

L lulc he slept...
‘Upon the ux"hlh m-'ht.l\\ns more \hm\ \lsmﬂl)
teantions in opuun"’ thedoor. A wateh's minute-
-hand moves mord quickly thav did mine, Never,
before th'n night, had 1 flt the extent of my own
powers—of my sagaeity. 1 could.searvely eon-
tain my feelings of triumph.  To think thut

. ‘there I was, opening the door, little by hule, aud
" "the old man noteven to dream of my seeret deeds
5o or thoughts, . I fairly chuelkled at the iden. And
© perhaps the old mun heard me; for he moved in
the bed suddenly, as if startled.
think-that I drew back—but no his room was as
bluck as piteh with (the thick arkness, (for the
shutters w ere close fastened, through fear of rob-
) ‘)Ll‘i.) ind 'so 1 knew thnt he. conld not see the
: opening of the door, and L ]\q)L on pualunw it

\lxd not: mu\c a “mustle, nml in:
qdid vhot lear the :old man" lie!
'Lllc lu.(l ]l:len-

" 'y stilled suuml th 1: nrises h-om v.hc l)ouom ot‘
we-soul when” over t.l\.u‘"ul with Lawe, ' I Kniew
the sound well 5. mun) 1 m"ht, Just at mulmf'lxt,
when all the world slept, it has welled up ut iny
oW bo&um, Llcepmlm" with'its dreadful eLllO, the
- terrors. that distrneted me..

"1 sy I knew it well. Tknew “hnr.lhcold wan
:lt, and, pluul himy although.1 chuckled at the
et 1 an\\ llmt ‘he had: been | lying - uwake
r since the'f ;t slight nmae,\\hm fe had 1ur-
N ‘nell in the bed. - ]h- feurs had been, ever since,
".growing upun Ivim, .lh, had been teying to. !unu)

\u;, he lws been trying ‘1o gomfart
th: these - supposntwns- ‘but’ he'-had
D AII in eain; hecause: death in

foun(l nll m
’ hml slnll\cxl \nlh lllb

Now you-may

£ grow loluler

*bed -and U\xnuun.d the' cmpsc

saw ¢ nor hcunl me—m ]L'L[ llu. prc:sunce ol m)_
hc.ul within the room, * 3 i v '
Wlmn.[ “'ulcd . long - time, wr_} p.xlxcull}.
‘without heariug’ the old man Tie dow n, I resolved
to. open” o Jinle—n very linde erevice .in the
Tantern, . So Lopened it—you canot imagine how
stealthily, stenlthily—until, at Iength, a single dim 3
ray, like \he threndiof the spider, shot ont from”
the erevice and fell full upon the vulture eye. -
It was open—wide open— und T grew furious
as [ gazed upon it. I suw it with porfect dis-
tinetuess——all o dull biue, with n hideous veil
over.it that chilied the very. mavrow in my hones ;

- bug I could sce nothing else of the old wan's fuee

or p('rson' for T.had divected the ray, asif by
msunu. precisely upon the, dumned spot.

" And—liave | not said that what you lmalul.c
for madness is but over-ncuteness of the senses
~-now ¥ sy there came to my enrs ¢ fow,’ lhl” e
quick sound—uiuch sweh @ sonnd as o« watch mkes -
when enveloped in cotton. . I knew that sound welt
‘oo, it was the beating of the old man® s l\eu\'
_nmenscd my fury, s the': bL'xlm" of o dl_
slnnl 1es llne soldmr mto comn

hcld the hmu.-m inoumllcs
T eould snaintain. lhu ray upon - the.
“time the hellish tatton of the heart incrensed:
erew quicker,;and lowder, every instant, -
-old man’s terror must have been extrenie
lmxdcr e cry‘ momcn

[t
lhc
I
do™

nifrht, nn(l amid the dlo.xdlul silence of ‘that: old
liouse, s0'strange-wnoise as this exeit l me: to
uncontrollable wyath, Yet, for some winutes Jon-
ser, 1 refrained and- kepe still, - Dut. the beating
grew louder, Iouder! 1 thought- the heart musy
burst ! and now o new auxiety, seized: me—
the sound woulid-be heard by o neighbor! : The -
old man’s hour had.come!  With o loud _\q.ll, I.
threw open the lantern and teaped-into the vonu. -
e shrielid. once—onue’ only. I uw instant T
dragged him to the iloor, und dragged the hes :
bed over him, -T then-sut wpon the bed und smi-
fed gaily, to find the deed so: far done. But for
many, winutes,;the heurt, beat on, with 2 muitled
sound This,. llouc\'ur, did not vex me ;3 it would
“not lic: hearil llnul e the walls. - At lengtly it
ceased: - The old man was dead, vemovel, the
Y es, he wns stone -
(dend. 1 placed my hand upun the heart and lield :
it there many minutes. ‘L here wasno pnkuuun.
The old man was stone (Ieml 1lis c_)c would.
trouble me no more, ' ’
AF stilt you llnul: e m-ul, 3ou will think sono
iwise ]nccnulmm Lo
look for- tho‘c nt.cnhnenbi\oi' lhc bm]\" Tha -




