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CURIOSITIES OF NATURE. of about half an inch, turninw the earthi rt ide,
TITE sex-row rE. his lhead is the only tool used in thi. oprat ion 

Tu sextoni-heetle is about an inch in length; it is it is held sinýsg outwar', and i-s xeedingvlv
of a black colouIr, and so fid, that the hnds powerful. After the first furrow is completce,
smneil for hours after haniling it; and if it crawl another is made witin it, and the earth i< thrown

on woollen clothes whici are not wasied, thle siell into the first furrow ; then a third furrow is made,
continues for several days. The sexton-beetlO and this, is comipletely under the biri, so tihat the
lays its eggs in the bodies of putrifyin- animalg, bectle, vils'st wors-kinsg at it, is out of sight : now,
which, when practicable, it buies in the ground. the operation canl only be traced by the -arin

In- Russia, where tihe poor people are buriei of the earth, which soon forms a littlea r
but a few incies below thse surface of the ground, round the bird ; afics te frth is r itove from ,
the sextoni-beetles avail thenselves of the biies uneadti, and h i s tirrounsdingi rampart increaNes in
for this purpose, and tise graves are pierced with ieight, the bird sinks.
tieir holes in every direction; at evening, un- After incess mt labor for about three Lour., th
dreds of these beetles may he seen in the church- beetle cmergest, crawls upon the bird. and talks a
yards, either buzzing over recent graves, or emorg -st
mg from then. The sexton-beetle, in this country, s e is die way by the male who doe asise i.s driveis away by tise msale, w-ho s!cs ii;t
seldom finds so convenient a provision for bim, choose to be intruded upon during the importot
and lie is under the necessity of taking mnuch more business. The male beetie then remais for about
trouble; ho sometimes avails lsimseif cf dead igt ; e vf ogs an hour perfectly still, and does not stir lhand norand horses, but these are too great rarities to be foot; ie then dismounits, dives agairn into tise
his constant resort; the usual objects of his search

grve, and pulls the bird down by the feathers.graveare dead mice, rats, birds, frogs, and moles ; of
theCse, a bird is most commonly obtained. At last, after two or tiree hours' more labour,

In the neigibourhood of towns, every kind of the beetle comes up, again gets on the bird, and
garbage that is thrown out attracts these beetles again takes a survey, and then drops down as

as soon as it begins to smell; and it is not unusuai though dead, or fallen suddeniy fast asleep. When

to see them settling in our streets, enticed by the sufficiently rested ho rouses himself, treads the

grateful odour of such substances. Tie sexton- bird firmly into its grave, pulls it by the feathers
Sthis -wa an ht y, assd havingy settlcd it to lasbectles Iunt in couples, male and female; and t ay and that wa

twhere six or eight are found in a large anima, mind, begins to shovel in the earth; this is done

ey are almost sure to be maies ad females i in a very short time, by means of his broad iead.
uHe goes behind the rampart of earth, and pushes~equa i nsnbers; they hunt by scesat only, thse é i gc

Chase being mostly performed when no other sense it into the grave with amazing strength and dex-

ould be very available, viz., in the niglt. When terity: the head being bent directly downwards at
they have found a bird, great comfort is expressed first, and thon the no3e elevated witlh a kind of

by tise male, who wheels round and round above jerk, which sendis the earth forwards. After the

t, like a vulture over the putrifying carcse of grave is thus filled up, the earth is trodden in, and

80me giant of the forest. Tie female settles on undergoes another keen scrutiny all round, the

it at once, without this testimonial of satisfaction. bird being completely hidden ; the bectle then

The male at last settles also, and a savory and makes a hole in the loose earth, and having buried

ample meal 'Is made before the great work is the bird and his own bride, next buries himself.

begun. After the beetles have appeased the calls Tie female having laid her eggs in the carcase
If hunger the bird is abandoned for a while; they of the bird, in number proportioned to its size, and
both leave it to explore the earth in the neighbor- the pair having eaten as much of the savory viand
hcod, and ascertain whether there is a place suit- as they please, they make their way out, and fly
able for interment; if on a ploughed field there > away. Tie eggs are hatched in two days, and
1' nO difficulty; but if on grass, or among stones, , produce fat scaly grubs, which run about with
m5uich labour is required to draw it to a more great activity; these grubs grow excessively fast,
Suitable place. and very soon consume all that their parents had

The operation of burying is performed almost left. As son as they are full grown tiey cease
entirely by the male beetle, the female mostly 1 eating, and burrowing further in the carth, becoe
hiding herself in the body of the bird about to be pup. The length of the timo they remain in this

$ buried, or sitting quietly upon it, and allowing stato appears uncertain; but when arrived at tei
5 herself to be buried with it: the male begins by perfect state, they make round holes in the ground,

Sdigging a furrow all round the bird, at the distmnce. frim which they come'forth.


