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Christianity. This watt the ago of roforni. Tho
reformation sproad on evory hand. Great aid good
mon dovoted their time and onorgies to tie estab-
lishiment of a purer system of religion. Many now
systons of wozship woré introduced; but none of
the authors of theseo systoies ovor attempted te
identify the church of Christ, aud renew again thre
pure unadulteratod gospel of Christ. Net aven
John Wesley in lis great work of reforn attenpted
to restoro primuitivo Christianity. His object was
to establish not a now system of worship but to
reform the church of Englanid. Wesley failed in
his efforts and becamio the father of anothor
denomination, which he bounded tight with a croed
of thirty-ino articles. And for any ono at the
present timo te aflirm that the soveral dononira-
tions represent so many efforts to roturn to apos-
tolic Christianuity is the morest boah. They repre-
sent no such tling and novor will, until they throw
to the winde their cast-iron creeds.

It was not until the beginning of the present
contury that an effort was mado to resture Chris-
tianity to its original purity and sinplicity.

When such mon as Thomas Campbell, A. Camp-
ball and others saw the disir.tegrated state of the
Christian %,orld thoy concluded that something
muet bo radically wrong. They dotermined to
abandon ail creods, te tako the Bible alone withont
note or comment as their rulo of faith and practice,
and te speak whero it spoke, and b silotet whoro it
was silent. Campbell and bis coadjutors identiufied
the church of Christ. Sinnors wero converted
just as in apostolic times. Thousands obeyed the
Lord Jeasus. The church increased in strength,
The order of worship existing in primitive times
was estr blished. Honco the Christian religion, the
system of worship established by Christ and Ris
apostles was once more taught and believed among
mon. Things went well for a while. The church
was self-sustanng. It reqmired no additions, no
achemes, no props from the world te maittain it.
But humait nature is the same un every ago. As in
the apostolie times mian could net keep fron
tamperng with the perfect law of the Lord, se it is
at the present tine. The congregations of the
church of Christ have in many ways and places
becomo fearfully corrupt. Societies have been
added te the church, and schemes invented to raise
money that the Bible is as sileut on as the grave.
Some seoi te have adopted the motte: "Where
the Bible speaks wo speak, where thre Bible is silo nt
we do as we ploaso.'' It looks very much like it.
Has God delegated te man any authority te logis-
lato in matters portaining te His kingdom ? Cer-
tainly not. Cai that which is perfect require any
help from another iistitution te keep it in existencel
la net the Christian systom a perfect systems 1
Then why in tho naine of common senso add
socioties to it 1 Is net titis presumption i la not
ho who does such thngs treading on dangerous
ground ? If the Disciples are only a movemnent as
some claim, hcw far have wo yet te movo i How
many more societies have te be invented i low
many more schomes for raising money introduced 1
We leavo it for thoso who mndulge in these things
te answer, Thora are papers published by the
Disciples, some claiming te be the stadarlof Chris-
tians, which say net one word against the flood of
innovations that are deluging the churches of
Christ. They look calmly on, afraid te speak.
Christ says, "Because yo are neither cold nor hot
I will apue theo out of my mOuth." Serions words
but true. Think over thom, brethren. But our
article is becoming tee longthy, and we will close
by giving an extract from an article written by Bro.
Isaac Errett. We are glad Bro. Ertett wrote this
article. If it had been omanated fron such a paper
as the C'hristian Leader it would b regarded by
seme as complote nonsense, and its author would
be looked ipon as a knave or a fool, a man devoid
of the spirit of God, etc. But, thank the Lord,

tho prophets, apostles and martyrs woro ovil spoken
against and porsoectted. So it will over ho. Those
who preacht the truth will continue te b sneerod
at. But liston te Bro. Errott. Less than cite year
boforo his doath W. T. McGowan asked hii the
following questions: "Are not the congregations
of the Disciples in iltose lays of progression gotting
tc far out to son, without chart or compass, in teir
plans of making up money for building churches
and paying preachors? I1 it net time for the
ministers of the gospel of Christ to cry iait? Should
they not have courage te say no at the propor time
and place 1 I know of a contregation of Disciples
that have an aid society. Said society iakes qiilti,
and whon thro quilt is completed the society takes a
cake and cuts it into as many pieces as thero are
mombers. Then the naine "quilt" is marked oit ee
piece of cako. Ail pay twonty.five cents and got
their portion of cake, and the one that gets the
lucky pieco with the namo "qttilt" carries off the
prize. la titis plan riglit or is it wrong ?" Aftor
telling of the plat of another congrogation te raiso
money and askiingz soute questions, Bro. Errott bo-
gins bis reply as follows :

" If our opinion had much weight theso unauth-
orized attempts te raise umoney for roligious uses
otght te have ceasod long ago, for wo have cen-
denned thent over and over throtuh our whole
editorial career." He continues: "The tendencies
are corrupting. A proacher sustained by the
money whoedled out of his hearors by such tricks
cannot deal ianfully with themnt in his preaching,
and must b on bis guard ageinst a fearless rebuke
of tieir sins. It is trifling and might be pardoned
in a lot of children. It is unworthy of full grown
men and women. And te inako the prosperity of
the church depond upon such childisht trilling it is
contemptible. A sense of Christian dignity, were
thora no other cotsideration, ought te save Chris-
tians from su Jegrading thuemselves and the church
of Gud. Our future spiritual prosperity dependa
much on the avoidanco of ail such acharnes îor
raising msoney. Wo beg our churches to cast aside
these petty, worldly schemes, and raise tieir monoy
in ways that will b honorable te Christ and hon-
orable ta the church."
- We night continue te quote from Bro. Erratt,
but we have given enouîgh to shuw what this great
man thought concerning these unauthorized prac-
tices. Look low he begins. "If our opinion had
much weight." Yes, thy would not listen te the
admonitions of our lamonted brother. Nor will
they liston te the loud calls of others te return te
pure, unadtlterated religion. No ; many would
net b persuaded that these things wore wrong
though one rose fron the dead and told thent. I
suppute on tho principle of "cause and offect"
theso things cati b justified, but by no other
principle. We close deterrnined tospeak with the
Bible and be silent witlh its silence.

NOT7ES OF TRA VEL.

Two weeks of the time since muy last report were
spent at Nowport. During the week a few meet-
inas wero held, but owing te this bP.ing a very busy
timo, wo thouglht it advisable te discontinue theu
uUtil a more convenient season. Sote wero almost
persutaded, and indeed it inh,ltt b said " thoy
were net far froms the Kingdom." Wu hope ir. the
near future to sec sote takn thoir stand on the
Lord's side.

Bro. Thom.- Nelson, c: Newport, lataly took a
trip te Halifax, and oi bis raturn there accompani.
cd him as bis bride, Sistor Sarah Blois, of Halifax.
The happy couple carry with them the best wishes
of a hust of friends. Thus cne by one the Ohurch
ii Halifax is losing its members, but still thera re-
main somo who are good and truc.

The second Sunday in June found me in Shuibi.
nacadie ; that boing the day the new-meeting.

hous was to bo opened, but ns the parties who hlad
the contraot te suîpply the seats had failed te como
up tu timno, wo had te put off Our proposed services,
but wo lied three good meetings for all that, Bro.
Join B. Wallace preaching in the morning at Mill
Villa.ge to a fair audience. Tie brothron were dis-
appointed at not being ablo te opon tho now house,
but wo ail hope that overything will bi in its place
by the first Lord's Day in July, when wo will again
(D. V.) meet with tho brothren thor.

The outlook for the coming stummer is rather
good in titis county, sod has been sown and soon,
the harvest will b ripe.

From privato sources I hear thtat the brothtret at
South Range are proeressing nicely with their meet-
ing house. Well tone, brethron, is what we say
now, but bye and bye the Mastor will say, " Wall
donc, good and faithful servants, enter thou into>
the joys of thy Lord." The groat test of our faith
is our works. " Lovest thonu Mo more than thesoT'
God holp aIl those who are Christians te work
while it is callod day, for the night will com wlen
they cannot work.

I leave here on the 21st for Southville, Digby
(County, whera I expeet te romain two weeks. The
brothren are eagorly looking forward te a good
meeting at the oponing of the new houiso of wor-
ship. How anxiotus ail God's pooplo sbould b for
the spread of the gospel at ail times. la Jesus
prociots te us ? thon lot us tell others; the old
story of the cross is worti repeating. We muet ail
corne te the foot of the cross. Corne ! let us bow
humbly at the cross. The blood of Jesus Christ,
God's Son, cleansoth frorn ali sin.

W. H. BAnDING.

C OMBINA TON.

Wo often hear tell of such things as syndicates,
combines, trustts, etc., in connection with politics
or commercial affaire. Mon are continually plan-
ning in order te extend their political power or
increase their wealth.

Again, men conbine for moral advancement,
realizing that intemperance i peculiarly a social
ovil they form a social and fraternal combination te
resist its influences. Mon of overy persuasion,
from the bold atheist te the modest quaker, may
concentrate their efforts in promoting a work of*
titis kind. But wealth, politics and morality allt
give way te Christianity. As the stu is brighter
than the moon or stars so much and more is:
Christianity above ail other systems. The world.
is immensely wealthy, the political interest is very
groat, moral and benevolont societies are doing a,
gond work and advancing very rapidly, but does.
Christianity occupy the position its importance de-
manda ? Are the rotaries of this great system
working for its advancement as though their life
depended on it 

lu the first chapter of the first Epistle of John
we find those words: " That which we have seen
and beard declare we unto yen, that ye also nay
have fellowship with us ; and truly our fellowahip
is with the Father and with His Soit Jeans Christ."
What a combitation we have here. God the
Father, Jeans Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit
speaking by the apostle and the church. How
Christianity ought te advanco.

Again, God is represented in the Old Testament
as a Rock. In the New Testament Christ is repre-
sented as the Foundation. Now, in building, an
excavation is generally mado so as te lay the
foundation utpon the bed-rock. Se we have God as
a Rock, Christ as the Foundation, the church
bound together by the Holy Spirit built upon that
Fotndation. What a supertruîctuire?

'There are two things that Christians need te think
more about. Firet, that each one is a part of this
great combination, that God is the samo yesterday,
to-day and torover,that Jeaus Christ in atill the same


