February, 1386.

-THE_OHRY

by the health department of that city, we notice that
in nine months, from small-pox alone, there were
3,164 deaths, of which number 3,068 wero Roman
Ca thodics (2,448 being French-Canadians and 150 of
other natjonalities), and 96 Protestants. The num-
ber of deaths by months are as follows: April, 8;
May, 10; June, 14; July, 46; August, 239; Septom-
ber, 659; October, 1,393; November, 638; Decem-
ber, 165—total, 3,164, The citizens, however, aro
rojoicing over the fact that they are now free from
the terrible scourge.

IN ToroxTo the license authorities are e¢nforeing
the amendment Iately puassed by the Legisiature,
which provides for the punishment of persous ob.
taining liquor after hours, so that not only thoso
who sell contrary to the law, but even those who
Dbuy are liable to be punished.

Encouracine reports still come from Bro. Stev-
enson of St. Thomas. }e writes: Since last report
1wo more have obeyed the Saviour.

S0 FAR, we are thankful to record, no small-pox
has made its appearance in our midst.
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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

THE GREAT COMMISSION.

BY . C. FORD.

At the close of the earth-life of our Lord, and
just as He was about to ascend up into heaven, 1le
came to Misapostles and said to them: ““ All wuthor-
ity hath been given unto Me in heaven and on eerth,
Go ye thereforc and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, aud of the Holy Ghost; teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded
you; and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
cnd of the world.” (Mat. xxviii. 18.20.)

From the Scripture just quoted we have learued
that all power in heaven andl o-. earth has been
given to our Saviour; and that He has sent His
apostles out into all the world to make disciples;
and that these disciples arc to be taught to observe
all things our Lord commanded the apostles {o
teach. From the time God spose to the children of
Israel, through Moses, from Mount Sinai, till our
Lord uttered these words on the Mount of Olivess
Moses was the lawgiver for the Jews. But now a
greater than Moses has come in whom all authority
iz vested. It js important to note this change of
authority, lest we he found following Moses, rather
than Christ. This is He of whom Moses spoke
when he said: “ A prophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me;
Him shall ye hear.” Al the time Christ lived on
carth ie was subject to the law of Moses. Iut now
sice he has made an atonement for sin, and ful-
filled all that was written in the Scriptures concern-
ing Him, He is to take the highest station and
become the lawgiver for all the people. From the
time of our Lord’s ascension into heaven until ITe
shall come again, no otic but Christ, and he to whom
e gives the right, has any authority to speak in
reference to man’s salvation; *“For there is none
other name under heaven given among men where-
by we must be saved.” Clothed with this authority
IIe sends the apostles out into the world to offer
salvation to the glying siuner in Iis name; so that
as ambassadors they could,” in Christ’s stead, “Ue-
seech men to be reconciled to God.™

When our Lord sent the apostles on this mission
He was ¢areful to tell them to teach just what He
had commanded.  And lest they should forget whay
e had taught them, He sent the IHoly Spirit, after
ke went awuy, to “bring all things to their remem-
brance,” and to “lead them into all truth.” So
necessary was it that they should be thus prepared,
the Lord commanded them to wait in Jerusalem
until the promised Spirit should come. He would
not permit them to speak on so important a subject
till they could speak as ‘ the Spirit gave them
utterance ”  Just before our Lord ascended into
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heaven o told the apostles that salvation in lIls‘
name should bhe preached among all natlons, *“ be-
ginning at Jerusalem,”  These words were spoker
just as our Lord was shout to ascend into heaven,
up to which time salvation had never been offered
to any man in the name of Christ, But now that
he had triumphed over doath and the grave, aund
was about to sit down at the right hand of God, this
whole matter of man’s salvation Is given into Hiw
hands. Having this authority e has sent the
apostles juto the world with power to turn men to
Goil.

Having thus noticed the authority of Christ and
the qualification of the apostles, 1 will next notice
the second thought in the Scripture under cousider-
ation- the work of the apostles in making disciples,
As we read the great commission we hear the Lord
telling the apostles to *“go and preach the gospel,”
to “teach all nations;” but what constituted the
gospel they were to preach and teach is not found
in this Scripture. This must be learned from the
apostles, as they are the expouents of the Lord’g
will, and knew just what they were to do. It is
safe to conclude that the apostles, having received
the promised Spirit, would preach and teach just as
the Lord had commanded them; hence, to learn
what the gospel is wo have only to follow them in
their preaching, and see what they did preach and
teach. In this way, and in this way only, can we
learn anything concerning this matter. We have
seen that they could not forget anything, as *the
spirit was to bring all things to their remembrance;”
and they could not make a mistake, as the samne
Spirit was to “lead them into all truth.”

Beginning then with the preaching of the apostles
us recorded in the book of Acts, we find that first of
all they preached Christ and Him crucified, and
commauded all men to belicve on Him whom they
preached. And when men came to belicve the
things prenched, so that they asked to know how
they might be saved, they were commanded to re-
pent and be baptized in the name of Christ. For
this they were promised the forgiveness of all their
sins, and the gift of the Tloly Spirit. This was in.
variably the practice of the apostles from the day of
Penrzcost till the day of their death. In this way
th.y went everywhere making disciples. Every.
where they preached Christ, and called on men to
believe on Him, and to confess their faith before the
world and follow the Lord in all His command-
ments. 'This brought men into the school of Christ.

There is yet one other leading thought in the
Scripture at the beginning of this article, to which
I will draw the attention of my readers. I have
now speoken of the authority of Christ and the mis.
sion of the apostles to the world. The careful
reader will sce that they were not only to make
disciples, but were also to teach them, when made,
to observe all things that Christ had commanded
them. It was not cnough to teach men to become
followers of the Lord, but these must be told how
to live so as to be saved cternally. To do this the
apostles arc under the same restriction as when they
were telling men hiow to be reconciled to God.

We have then ouly to follow the same rule in this
matter as in the first; that is, sec what the apostles
did teach the churches, and what they did them-
selves. 1t is certain that they did in this just what
the Lord commanded, as well as in the first part of
their mission. And so faithful are they in this that
Paul could say to his brethren, ** Be ye followers of
me;" for he was an imitator of Christ. Whatever
duties, theu, they cujoined upon the disciples the
Lord had taught them before; and these things must
be done in order to an ¢atrance into the everlasting
kingdom of God.

From Acts ii. 41.42, we learn that those who glad- ¢
ly received the word preached were baptized and
added tu the congregation of disciples, and that they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ tcaching.
This teaching was tho fellowship, the breaking of
bread aud prayers. The fellowship was evidently
the hearty co-operation of the members in support-
ing the work of the Lord and advancing its interest,
The breaking of bread is the regular observance of

the Lord’s Supper, while the prayers are the daily
offerlugs of piritual sacrifices that we should con-
tinually offer to Gud.

We learn also by following the apostles in their
teaching and practice that it was their custom to
meet on the fixst day of the week to ““ break bread,”
and that they taught tho disciples to continue in
this, and ““not to forsake the assembling of them.
selves together,” but to exhert one another. Inall
their teaching they but reproduced what the Lord
had taught them. When, then, we find the apostles
preaching Christ and commanding the people to
believe on Him, and to repent of all their sins, and
to be baptized in the name of Christ, and promising
théh forgiveness of their sins, aud the gift of tho
Spirit, we are bound to concludo that this is just
what Christ had commanded them to do. And
further, when we sce them teaching those who be:
lieved and became followers of the Lord, to continue
to co-operate in tho work of the Lord, and to meet
to “ break bread ” as the Lord had commanded, and
to continue “{iustant in prayer,” with the many
other duties taught Ly the apostles, we are sure they
were but teaching the things that ‘“began to be
spoken by the Lord,” and <were thus conflrming
them to us. And again, when we find the aposties,
with the disciples, mecting on “ the first day of the
week to break bread,” we arc confident they were
not mistaken in the day they were keeping, for they
were delivering to the disciples just what they had
*received of the Lord.” MMay we all study to know
the mind of Christ as that mind is made known by
Ilis apostles; which things they teach, ‘“‘not in
words which maun’s wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Spirit teacheth.”

Westport, Dec. 26th, 1885.

“LOVE SEEKETH NOT I1'S OWXN.”

The price of love is love. Its origin is not found
in law or in duty, but in love. ‘“We love God be-
cause He first loved us.” We cannot pay this debt
of love only in love. Love must be paid in kind.
Do what we may it profits nothing without love.
“Tf you love me keep my comwmandments.” Love
is an enemy to selfishness. It will not seek its own
to the injury or neglect of others—it often neglects
its own good for the sake of others, and is seeking
the welfare of the community. It will not gratify
or enrich itself at the neglect or damage of others.

Here is the rule of action.  When & question arises
in our minds of which we arc in doubt as to its
rightness or its oughtness, we will be safe if we de-
cide it by this rule or principle; 7. e., will it benefit
orin any way help otbers. If we will follow this
rule we will always have peace, unity and prosper-
ity in society. Butif we decideby our own ideas of
right, our likes and dislikes, diversity and destruc-
tion will inevitably follow. Weall have our peculinr
ideas on every subject. To make these the rule of
action is decidedly selfish~—:u love of our own notions
that can be of no manner of good, but simply the
gratification of our own little self. We have scen
persons whose self-will was so strong that they
would actually desiroy the peace and happiness of
others rather than yield their sentiments, and thus
violate every rule of love.  *‘Ihave a right,” says
one, *‘to uct as 1 thiuk best.” Notif it conflicts
with the good of others. If all claimed this right
of acting as seemed good in their own eyes, success
would be impossible in all co-operative interests, as
there would be as many different ideas of co-oper-
ating as therc were persons. This law of love
which will seck to please—not to be pleased—will
settle all differences and will make of the many

minds one new heart, and so making peace.
ace we not to use our own ideas as to what will

l be for the best good of another, or must we submit

to the wish of another because he thinks it is good?
Most certainly not; this would be destructive to the
law of love. Love could not do that which it
thought would iujure another, whatever another
might think about it. Tow then can we decide on
a line of action toward another if we disagree on
the propricty of the action? This is very easily




