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must not forget to be faithtal,  The church that
oxpecta to go to heaven must live up to her expec-
tat.ons.

A working church is a missionary church  Sho
is keeping paco and time witk the age in which she
lives. A workiug church is endeavoring to carry
out the commission, * Go ye into all the sorld and
preach the gospel to every ereature.” The church
is living in an age that dewands cffort and zeal and
honeet labor,

Ah, hut says some one, den't persnade the church
to stop out of tho apostolic path.  Yes, that's right.
But Jet the church cxamine heraelf to know if she
is in the apostolic path, for a working church 18
just the church thut is travelling the apostolic
highway. Thero can be no growth nor progress in
the divive life without acrivity. For this reason,
no doubt, God has nost graciously permitted us to
co-operate with him in promoting the interests that
are bringing thoe world to repentance. The church
is God’s place of business on esrth, and the church
should be the most busy place on earth.

We must not think that we simply enter the
church to save ourselves, but we enter the church
to help save others ; it is in working for the ealva-
tion of others we save ourselves. The mission of
the churzh is the salvation of the world ; tius
brings into view the amouut of work and faithful
fighting the church has yet to do.

Again, a working church is a harmonious church;
a8 members of one family her members are areking
the apiritual good of each other, promoting every
interest that 1s conducive to happiness and tends to
glorify the name of Gud. The scriptural definition
of 8 working Cnristian is one that seeks not his
own good, but the gond of others, and ths working
churca not ouly exists fur the nane, but for the
blessing of others, H E. Cuore.

THE CONVERSATION AT CESAREA
PHILIPPI,

* Now when Jesus came into the parts of Cesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do
men say that the Son of Manis? Auad they said,
some say J. ho the Baptist, sume Elijan, and others
Jeremiah, or ove of the prophets, He saith unto
them, But who say yo that | am? Aud Suwen
Peter answered ard said, Thuu art the Christ, the
Son of the living Gud. And Jeeus answered and
said unto him, Blesscd art thou, Simon Bar-doua,
for flcsh and blwod hath 1t reveald it unto thee,
but wy father which 1s 1n heaven. Aud I also say
usto thee, That thou art Poter, and upon this rock
1 will bmld wy chueeh, arnd the gates o) hadea shail
hot prevatl against 1t.”  Matt, xv1. 13-18. R V.

In the sbuve cunversativn Jesua ssked of s
disciples, firar, Who du men say that the Sou of
Muu is ? and secondly, Wno do ye suy that I aw )
Poter’s answer to the Just question is, Thou art the
Christ, the Scn of the living Gud.  Afcer Jesus
had pronounced a blesang upon Peter, and eard
thut his Father in heaven had revealed this uato
bim, he goes on to say, thou art Peter, und upon
this ruck I will build my church. To what dues
the Saviour refer when he sags *“ upon this rock I
will build my church1’ A correct answer to this
3a inipurtant, as it appears to me to be the leading
thought in this conversation.

The question our Ld asked of his disciples is,
Who do ye say Iam? The answer is, the Christ,
the Sun of the living God Then Jesus said to
Poter, who hud made this declaration, * fleshh and
bluod bus nut revealed this unto you.” Wiush and
blood bad not revealed what unto him? To this
there can be but one auswer, that is, this truth
- that you have just now declared, thatI am ** the

”. Christ, the Son of the livitg God.” ‘Then Jesus

adds, after he had addressed Peter peraonally,
“upon this reck,” that is upon myself, whom you
havo thus confessed to be the Christ, the Son of
God, “ 1 will build wmy church »

That this is a correct understanding of the words
of onur Lord in this conversation is evident from the
fact that isin barm ny with all the inspired writers
who have written on this subject. Therefcro,
thus saith the Lord God, behold, Ulay in Zion for
a foundation a stone, a tried stoune, & precious
corner etene, asure foundation.  Isaiah xxviii, 16,
This scripture Jesus applies to himself when he
eays, “‘Did yo never read m the scripture, the stone
which the builders rejected, the same is becowe
the head of the corner.” Matt, xxi. 42,  Auain,
Poter, in quotlng this scripture and applying it to
Christ, also quotes from lsaiah viii. 14, where
Christ is spoken of both ss *“ a stono of stumbling
and rcck of offence.” The Apostle Paul also
splies this prophecy of Isaiah to Christ, speaking
of him as both the *‘stone of stumbhng and reck
of offence.”” And in his letter to tho Corinthians,
in speaking of the ** spiritual rock,” eays, ‘¢ that
rock was Christ.” I Cor, x. 4

From all thess scriptures it must be clear to
every student of the Bible that the *‘rock™ on
which Jesus says ““ { will build my chuteh,” muet
be himeelf, Indeed lsaiah says that this ** atone,"
which he also calls a *‘ ruck,” was ¢ for a founda-
tion,"” *“ a sure foundation ; ” not a ** corner stone”
built on something else, but the foundution. And
Paul sags, * Ocher fuundati m can no man lay than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”" I Cor. iii. 11
What, then, becomes of ail the attempts to make
something else the foundation when lsaiah so ex_
pressly declares that Christ is the “ sure founda.
tion.” And the Apostle Paul says uo other can be
laid but that which is laid, *“ which is Christ
Jesus,”

Having pronounced a blessing upon Peter for his
confession, that he was ‘‘the Christ, the Son of the
livieg Gud,” and having reminded him that his
Father in heaven had revealed this to him, snd that
ho would build his church on this fact, our Lord
goes on to say, ‘' and the gates of hades shall not
prevail against it.”  Aceording to the best authori-
ties the word hades den« tes *“ 1he unseen world, or
the sbede of the departed.”  The Euglish word—
hell— «riginally dented about the snme thing. 1.
18 froms the Anulo-Saxon heian, to hide, and was a
goud travslstion of hades, But the English wotd
— ‘helt"—now dinotes 8 place of punishment,
therefi re cutnut be a correct translation of hades
Tue revised versim of the New Testar eut has
retuined the wird hades in ten « f the eleven places
tn which it vccurs, and has trans ated geheuna by
the Fughsh word hell w the twelve piaces i whick
it veeurs.  The one (hade-) evideutly refers 1o
thu unseen world, or place of the departed; the
other (yehenna) to the place of punishment for the
wicked.

This being the meaning of the word hades,
recdered hell in the common version, our Lurd
could not have referred to tho assaults of the pow-
ers of dainvess against the church when he said,
‘* the gates of hades shall 1ot presail against it,”
but rather to sume power in hades, the unseen
world.

David had said, by the spirit of God ** thoy wilt
not leave my soul in hell (hades) nor suffer thine
Holy One to ses corruption.” This prophecy
Puter applies to Christ in proof of his resurrection
irom the dead. Acis ii. 24-27. 'Chis prophecy of
Dasid can only refer to the tomporary abude of the
apirit of Jesus in the unseen world, or hades,
between his death and resurrection; and to my
wind it is clear that it was to the certainty of his
resuriection Jesus roferred #hen he said *the gates.
of*hades shall not prevail,” eto, i

Poter had made the good confession that Jesus
wae the Christ, the Son of Gud, and Christ had
said he wonld build his church on this fact ; and
becanso he claimod to bo the Son ot God he was
put to desth and passed through the gates of hades,
but they conld not hold him. He camo forth
from the silont grave, from the unscon world, and
brought life and immortality to light, thus demon-
strating to tho world that he was all he claimed to
bo—the Christ of God. The gates of hades did
not prevail against the fact confessed by Peter and
upon which the church is built. The assaults o
tho pawers of darkness aganst the church is undor-
stood by anme to be the ¢ gates of hades,” which
should not ** prevail,” atc.; but from the fact that
theso nssanlts have worked untold mischiof againat
tke church and greatly retarded its progress in al}
these centuries, it could not have been to these the
Lord reforred when ho said ¢¢ the gates of hades
shall not provail ;" for they have prevailed just in ~
proportion to the owvil they have worked to the
church.

While it is a glorivous truth that the church will
yet triuniph and achieve a victory over all the
powers of darkuess combined, it is because the
Christ, upon whom the church is built, has first
triumphed over hades and death, ‘‘that through
death he might bring to nought him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil.” Heb. ii. 14.

It is a mistake to speak of the heroic etlorts of
the great reformers to bring the church out of
darkness, as the gates of hell let loose against the
church of Christ. Let us rather look at them from
Luther down tu A. Campbell, as instruments in
God’s hands to bring his people out of the darkness
which had so long prevailed againat the chutch.
These great men were uot infallible, but each, in
his time, did grand work ; and while we, who are
snjaying the light they have caused to shine around
us, regret that these mighty men did not see overy-
thing as clearly as we think we do, rathar than
speak of their work as the opening of the gates of
hell, let us thank Gud for such heroes, and, sceing
their mistakes, profit by them, and imitate their
virtues, E. C. Fory.

Port Williaws, Oct. 16, '04,

Aews of the Churches.

St Jouyx, N B.

The fillowing «flicers were elected hy tte Eu-
denvar Suciety at 1ts last monthly meering : Miss
E Chii-tie, President; J. 8 F.aglor, Vice-presi-
deut : Foank Ech, Trewsurer; Miss B Stockfurd,
8-cretary, and Mrs. D. A. Mutrison, Cuerespond-
ir g S-cretary,

Ou the 12 h the S cial C mmittee gave a social
i the Sunday-school roum, which was crowded.
Many strangers were present, mauny of whom pro-
wised to attend cur regular services in future.
This is considered the best sucial we have yet held,
and everybudy congratulates Sister E. Christie,
who was at the head of the Sucial Committee.

Mis. A. Johnston, mother of Sist.r Emma
Jubustor, passed suddenly away on October 19th
and was burted on the 21st.  Bro, Shaw conduc-ed
the funeral services, assisted by the Rev. A, M-
Kinnon, of the Congregational church. The family
has the sympathy of all in their hour of deep grief,
* Let not your hearts be troubled,”

Bro. A, B. Wallace, of Halifax, is doing busineas
in St, John,

Bro. E. 0. Bowers, of Westport, worshipped
with us on the 21st,

Bro. Stowart left for Richmond on the 15th.to
attend our missionary conventions. He will no
doubt give the readers of TaHE CHRISTIAN an account
of bis trip,




