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Rook af$he- desort, mowrning séill
i Mpvstimonlvimathifste om ol . .
- Rosleef tholegort now ns fall .
01 Tivhig watex, prrehagdl ¢ool,
Wo stand boalde thy steoam,

Rodk of osernltg. totheo
. In thirstand wonriness we fleo;
Thy watark cantiot conso ta ponr;
“Ifhole Tulnose I forovox mora.
Yiot-him thatilkdwstoth como.

Bright watecot sternity,
We gome, wa coms, to drink of thoe,
Tha voloe of woleome thative hear,
Tho voles dispolling ovory foar,

o, “Whosoover will"”

Biver ot life, upon thy drink
Wa sit and of thy watera deink
‘Tha munnur of thy sparkling wave
“Bpowks still of Hini whe cano to savo,
AVho bids us drink and lve.
- Bonar.

TER RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF THE
YOUNG.

ARAD BY KRRV, R, DAMILTON, AT & CON-
FERENCE ON SABBATH SCHOOL WORK HELD,
BY THY PRESBYTERY OF STRATFORD, ON
1771 pEC. 1872, AND ORDERED TO DE
PRINTED AND CIRCULATED,

Thoro are three-things about which there

A no difforence of opinion among profess-

jng Chyigtians, namoly: The young should

Bo faught religious truth, The paronts are

naturaily the best fitted to instruck the

young in veligious truth. And the Church
should take a deop intevest in the religious

Waining of the youug. Thoughts suggested

By theso propositions may for a little pro-

ftably oceupy out attention.

1. The young should bo taught religious

utht i
Scutimentality isnot always the truth.

Morbid hymns, with a religious tone runn-

ing through them like o gilded cord, do not

always teacl-the truth,  Tales of innacont
shildren with wonderful religious precocity
and early happy deaths seldom teach the

#wuth., Tho facts of history, of arithmetioe,

o aigebra, of scionces may beuseful in

thoir place, but they are nob the truth,

whioh is needful to every child.

The truth which all should know is con-
tained only in the book of revelation which.
@od Lias given us, and its contents should
bo made known to tho young. There are
mnny reasous why this thought should bo
pressed on men’s attontion, whon books.
are plentiful as autumn leaves. The Bible
¢ abundant, but in the midst of abundance
maltitudes are ignorant of its contents; to
mpany it is an old book which has been lying
o hand ever sincethoy remomber, of which
they. haveread picces now and again, and’
suppose they have read it with sufficient
oxro: and fow desire toread a'book tho
sevond time when so many are at hand
whiolt havenot beon onceread. Then thereis
Mo delusive hope, arising from tho thought,
¥ecauso the Bible is always within ou?
yoaoh we con leave the reading of ittoa
more convenient season, but must at the
Sirst opportunity read the book from the
Xibrary which is to bo veturned by an ap-

*pointed day, so that inthis way all the
#lme at command for reading is occupied
sand tho Bible is neglected. The human
wind is apt tobe frivolous and readily
gratified, for & little, with phantoms of ima-
gination which have no stability in thom.
Tho facts of the Bible are solid and present
realitics without fun. They have nothing
which is much fitted to make hearts, who.
love nop Gud, weop over, nor anything to
make tho frivolous laugh, but facts are re-
sorded there whichare much fitted to miake

reasonable men gravely ponder, fo make
thoughtful men mourn, and fo make beliov-
jng and grateful mon rejoice: The record
of man’s creation, his subjection to & morei-
ful law, his rebellion and consequent ox-
«lusion from his Maker {o a coudiiion of
hopéless despair involving his race, aro facts
which.should be knownin order that the
mind might be able to comprehend tho rea-
lities 6f subsequont rYevelation concerning
judgment and mercy, the significant con-
demnation of Cain snd acceptance of the
offefing of Abel, the destruction of the
world and the saving of Noah, ‘the ovex-
whelming of the Egyptians and the eman-
cipation of Israel, tho death of a rebellious
generation in tiie wilderness, and the en-
traxfee of a more obediont one into the pro-
niised land; the captivity of a+ nation for
thoir sing, yet o sced preserved, and accord-
ing to promise brought back to the city of
{heir fathers; the abaudonment of that nation
1o tlie horrors of war, famine and slavery for
their rejoction of the Son of God and the

roclamation of forgiveness to & perishing
world. These are facts God desires men to
know. ‘Thay have a special relation ‘to
roan’s mental-and spiritusl hiealth now, and
his future and everlastitg condition. They
siro thetruths whichmake wise untosalvation.
T'hey .should bé taught to-the young, This
i8 the season when the foundation of charac-
tor is. laid. Revelation and oxporience
abundantly tostify this. e, to whem is
known thobest time his ‘truth should Le
communicated to:the human mind, was
eaxeful to
bondage to bo n holy pecple unto himselt
eonvérning this jmportant dddtior. The
history of that.vebellious generation shows
thoevil consequences of a defective enxly

{raining in divine truth; n life spent amidsi’

a continnous gories of miracles which testi-
fied of the power .and. faithfulness-of God
failed to supply the lack of an early religious
training; and in oider thal succeeding
.generations. might 'be mote submisive to
him,-God made: providion in his-law for
the eénxly:inatruclion of snoceeding genera.

instruct those- biought from’

“tpt-in the knowledga of hia will, b} pgeln
“snd again répéntfn@? “Theso yrorda ywlgi?g:u
1 dommand tnpethis Aoy sholl be in thine

 boart, yud thow shallt6nch thom Jillgaitly.

TUNVG PEY UATEGIONT BEW DIRKL oy TR VARTHARA",
when thon sjliest:in thine house, and-when
-thon walkest by the way, and whon thon
lost down, and When thou xisestwp, nnd
thou alialt bind tham for-n sign npon thine
hand-and-they shallbe aa frontlets botweon
thina eyes, and thou.shait.wirite thom upon
tho posta of thy house and on thy gates,” as if
Ho had said, *Surround thy ohildren with
my law so that ot worning, noon and
night, wharover they may be, in-whatover
ongaged, they may be ever lesrning my
will,”" The fervent rosolntion of the Pralmiut
is in nccordance with these instinotions of
law: *I will utler {dark sayingsof old
whioh we have hosxd and known, and our
fathers have fold ue, We will nat hide
them from their children that they might
sot their hope in God, and nob forget the
works of God, bub keop his comraandments,

nd might not be as their fathors, n stub-
‘born and rebellious generation.”

The eamo principle is asserted in the
words “Train up & child in_the way he
should go and when he is old he will not
depart from 1t,” or as it-is in the following:
oFathers, provoke not your childron to
wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Tiord.” Wath theso de-
olarmions of the Divine Word thoe testimony
of oxperionco havmonizes, Early instrue-
tion is the most powerful. Barly impres-
sions avo the most lasting, If bent at all
the onk must bo bent "when young. If the
stamp is to leave its impress legible it
must be mado when the wax is hot., Iiis
of tho highest importance therefore that the
oarly impressions be right ones, that the
knowledge given fo the young be the diviue
truth revealed for man’s guidance, so that
it may earlv mekeits impresson the moral
nature and henceforth rulo the life.

The aged unanimously testify that early
instructions have in a great measure mould-
od thoir.character and have left-abiding im-
pressions time and changes have failed to
effaco from their foolings and memories;
while instruclions late in life have been
feable in their influence and fleeling as the
morning cloud. The man who begins not
tolearn the contents of the Bilfle until hais
twenty or thirty hasmany obstacles to over-
cowo, and nover can be proficient in his
knowledgo of it as he who began his Bible
knowlodge at his mother's knee; and he
who has growwn up without the subduing
and directing influences of its truth has
great disadvantages in_contending against
the moral weeds of dopravity which, un-
checked, have gathered strength in tho
formitive period of his life, compared with
hita who has been under the restrants of
Dible truth from the days of lus iunfancy.
Many who liag beeir by ti-é Spirit of God
brought to the knowledge o1 _he trnth Jate
in life, have bitterly lamenied the- lack of
early religious training and the consequent
ignorancoe of the Bible: theso, with the ovil
influenco of a godless oxamplo, déause them
mdny ahard inoral struggle and sorrowful
pang, as, conscious of meral weakness, in-
ducod by past neglect, they strive ngainst
that whic]l: thoy “feel to be wrong. Tho
lives of thoso who have been mighty in the
Seriptures and formidable against theologi-
cnl orrors, urge the necessity of teaching
tho young the facts of the Bible ; as well ns
the lives of those who havo taught ervors
negatively urge the same necessity. If wo
are to have a stalwart community whe are
guided by high moral principle, able to re-
sist successfully the progress of political
dishonesty and the encroachments of cunn-
ing Popery which ereeps over c.u. land with

“ats fair colours and concealsl sting, we

must have our young people taught the
truths of the Bible. Without this we have
no'hopoagainst the immorality and errors
which naturally spring up in the hearts of
men.

I1. The parents avo naturally the boest
fitted to toach the young religious truth.
Thero may be oxcoptions, but they do not
weaken tho truth of the proposition. There
arcmany parents not so quahfied, mentally,
to instxuct their children, as some others
may bo; somo pavents have less glowing
zeal for the salvation of their children than
have some individuals, distinguished for
their burning love and energetic devoted-
ness to the overlasting welfare of the young;
yet, notwithstanding this, the general rule
ig parents are betler fitted to instruct their
children religious truth than others, and
beczﬂlsc of this God has agsigned them this
work.

By what isalready suid we may see that
the teaching of Scripture on this point is
sufficiently plain. The teaching of nature
is not less plain.

No parents having the love of God and
the overlasting well-being of their children

prevading their hearts will delay veligious

mstruction until they discover somo writ-
ten law imperatively commanding them.
Although 1t had not been written “Bring
up your children in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord,” love to Churist, love
to the souls of their childven woald prompt
them to tell how God has loved and dealt
with men from the beginning, how Christ
has suffeved for their salvation, howspivitn
al health.may be found for the soul, how
an everlasting inheritance is to be secured.
Truo love will constrain {o theso efforts.
Men do not seek for a written command-
ment before thoy feed and clothe the bodies
of their children; c.mmon natural affec-
tion.is the law-whicl: leads to the porform-
‘ance of that duty; n la-w similar to this
will rule in tirose who «  » i"w souls of thew

children and will move them.to put forth |

efforts in order that the minds of the young
may be supphied with switablefood.  Pax-

ents.who do not feel tius inw of love con-

straining them to strive for.the spiritual
“good of those intrusted to their care, would

rot.be much influenced by additional writ-

ten commandments enjoining the duty, If
the law written in natural- affection bo-so
>effaced by callous indifferenco that it fails
to enkindlo an earnest desire, sufficiently:
powerful to lond to vigorous, effort for -the
sPiritual walfare of the child, it is not likely
that any additional:injunctions: of xovels-.
tien would be Lieard.

This work is not-only assigned to, but

patents can tetch the facts of Seripturo.
.~ That they cannot is an excuse often pre-
‘sented for neglecting the duty, TIn méss
onges the inability corssts in the want of

willingnass, and-ling, in mpn oasean‘ésult--

ad in diminishing the eapacity whore o lit-
-tlo move ditigence'in tho use of opportunity
seonld have mnde apt tepchors. of those
Try DR oA waTmee Uiy an Tpis e e
thair defeot, The dofest iz gengrally tho-
Yosult of past noglaat. o resort{o the aon-
getjuonce of p sln na an axouse ig ok good
plea for the continued negloct of & duly. In.
many opges, however, the exouse pled is
groundless, It is not -true-thet parents
possossing the Bible and ablo to read 1t can-
not tonoh its contonts, Thoy may not bo
able to intorpret many of il sayings, but
thoy can tell what these eayings are. The
onn road the words with their okildren, eall
their spocial attention to portions, and on-
deavor to got thom to know- the leading
facts of its history and doctrives. * This o
child can do foy o child, and if parenis
would do & child’s work the young in otr
Inud would meke great advancement hes

rond their presont attainmont in Sexiptoral
?{nowledge. By such means tha simple
faots of the Bible wounidfind n place in-the
memory ; and if to this wore added, which,
by a httlo diligence may-ensily bo dous, n
-knowledge of the Shorter Gatechism, which
childven can oommit to memory without
much difficulty, then we would find the
young furnished with iruths much fitfed to
render them morally strong,  Surely-par-
ents can get their children to read the
Word ; they can get them. to commit the
(latechism to memory, though they may
not be able to explain as it is supposed a
Professor of Theology can; yot doing what
they can they will succeed in communioat-
ing o large amount of religious truth. o
thesoe efforts let thero bo ndded s consistont
life and earnost prayer, aud we have in ac-
tivity the best means for teashing religion
to the young.

L.very parent may not have the accom-
plishments of those who oxcel in making
their instruotions peculiarly intoresting to
the young, but this is no reason why the
abilities possessed should not be employec.
to supply tho necessities of the souls given
us to feed, Though the mother may not
excol in coolking, this 18 not a reason wi
shoe should nllow her child to perish witﬁ
hunger. Let her supply tho mnourishing
food at hand though it may not be so deli-
cately prepared. Should parents not have
the skill of the professionsal tailor.or millin-
er, this is not a reason why they-should al-
low their childron to remain naked ; let
them cover them with the warm clothing
at hand, though it may not have the finish
of the artist. If parentshave not the know-
ledgo of the loarned nor the eloquence of
tho orator, with their Bible in their hand
and a loving heart within their breast they
have the mightiest instruments for teaching
their.children religious trutli. They have

opportunity and power to teach Bible facts |-

which none else have.  The opportunity is’
daily ; it may be briof becauso of the pres-.
sure of other duties, but if the brief oppor-
tunit{ is well employed nuch knowledge
may be communieated. If twventy minutes
are spent in feeding the body with the
bread that perisheth, may not four be spent
in feeding tho mind with the bread found
in God’s Word. Such_daily instruction is
better.adapted to fix religious truth on the
young mind than is any other, and none
enn give. this daily ingtruction but the par-
ents and guardinns who aro with thom “in
the houso and by tho way.”

About the genoral tonor of these state-
ments thero may not bo much difference of
opinion ; however the fact is too plain that
these duties aro imperfectly discharged by
thoso whom we beliove God “has specinlly
appointed to this work, and consequently
wmany are growing up shamefully 1znorant
of our most holy fnit}:.

Many good men have felt this and have
endenvorad to supply the lack by instituting
Bible -classes'and Sabbath Schools, and
through those: boen instrumental in giving
much Scriptural knowledge to many who
have been neglected by their natural guar-
dians.

It may bo snid that Sabbath Schools are
o necessity which has arisen from parental
neglect, yet we feol it would be s sin in the
Church not to help Sabbath School work,
though convinced it is not the chief nor the
best method for teaching the young religious
truth, oven though we may see thero is dan-
ger of Sabbath Schools, in this matter,
usurping the perents’ place. The two facts
must not be ignored ﬁy the church, viz :—
the duty is muel neglected by parents and
there is a danger that Sabbath Schools
step beyond their sphere and incronge paren-
talnoglect. Thenyavo now thrown around-
them much thatis fascinating to both old
and young, in numbers collected iogether,
in libraries containing much that is ques-
tionable, in anniversavies and pic-nics where
things are done we cannot commend ; with
such fascinations as these thero is danger
that parents overlook their personal duty
to their children and hand over their re-
ngious instruction to the Sabbath School
teacher.

We profess not to havo the discexnment
of o “Seer,” but wo may be safe in assert-
ing that should the general tendency of
Sabbath Schools be to increaso the negleot
of parents, soon they shall become more o

.curse than o blessing to the community.

However, they ought not to have this of-
fect. In their design there i nothing
which should lead to this result. They
come to the rescue of neglected children
and an aid to parents in tho religious train-
ing of their families, but not to encourage
any to diminish effors in discharging the
duties God has enjoined. Xowever, we
know that mnn i« prono-to abuse every
jron sl pampose. W oaen those natural'y in-

dolent nre spontaneously aided by another |,

they are temptod to slacken their offorts
and trust to that aid:and feel that they have
been deliverod:from an-irksome burden.
IIT. The &Hurcli should take a decp in-
terest in tho religions training of the young.
In the circumitances sho-hnsneed to keep:
the two fa~ts in momory : parental neglect
aud the dangér of Sabbuth Schools in-
cronsing that pégleet, Shehas neod to
keep: God's method' of training the young
definitely Lefore the minds of-hermembors,
and before tlio world, so liat tho évil exist-
ing may not be iherehsed. .
Offico bearers in the¢hureh hidve an im-.
ortant-diity to dischisrge in.dhls matter.’

.1t is evidént that she hag-to earé for tho

young and_not leave iliemi to the vayied.
.meétlieds which may bo adopted by zealows

to.tho Word of God, ‘[he instruetion given
to Potor, after hls yostoration,. we xognrd’
binding on the ohurch in allages, Teed my
{z‘x.m.hs.';’ng\‘ot only ava fythora-to bring up
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tion of tho Liord; the-chivelvalso is to foed'
the lambs,  In somo way they avo to bo
recognizod and indfeuoted, that is suitable
‘fo their eireumstancos and capacity, by the
office-bearers of tho church, The method
in which this1s to-be done 18 not'so clear
as we would dosire 1o see 1, We have oc-
easionnlly sormons t the young, but these
are too seldom to meot the necessity. We
have Bible classes which are means of
much profit to thoso who embrage them.
Wa have Sabbath-Schools where a consids
erable amount of seriptural knowledge is
communieated, Througl these means the
churph ia endeavoring to fulfil Christ’s
command ; but see have the thought forced
npoen us that thoso efforts are not the out-
going of the will of tho church as such ;
thoy aro the efforts of individuals of whosa
work the chuxch hps formed too low an
estimate, so that in many eases the Sab-
Jbath-School teachor is not recognized m
his work by the church. By many sessions
and congregations there has been no-cf-
foxt to ostablish and maintain Sabbath.
Schools, Tt is rare to find in vursession or
congregational records any resolution
bearing on Sabbath-Sehool work., Many
Sabbath-Schools have been estabhished and
maintamed by o few combining togather
for the good of the young where the office-
bearers, as such,have done nothing. Noth-
ing has been done to provide a supply of
teachors ; nothing dono to seoure sound
fenching; so that the Ssbbath-School is
regarded as something outsida the range of
church work, and members of the chureh feel
under no obligation to recognize and value
these means of instruction. Thus1s not &
satisfactory state of things, nor does it
soemr to be in aecordance with the com-
mand, Feed my lambs.

We have not any system alongside church
work whichseems bottor adapted to fulfil the
command than is the Sabbath-School, and
on this account wo feel the church should
do more in the way of adopting and recog-
nizing it as hor own instrument in doing
the Master's will.  Wo are persuaded that
it is by adopting it as a necessary instru-
ment of the church for training the young
in the knowledge of divine truth, wo can
lead them to have a higher regard to our
peculist principles as o section of Christ's
Chwrch, and arrest the evil of substituting
Sabbath-School teaching in the 1nom of
pavental tiainmg.

With this view let the church openly
claim control of tho Sabbath-Schools,
and if there cannot bo found among her
office-bearers persons capable and willng
to mstruct the young, let hor seck such in.
structors as aro judged worthy of confi-
dence ; and if such eannot be found -to vol.
unteer, lot hor select, train, sot .avart, and
maintain ono or more individuals in a con-

egation who may be appointed over this

usiness, who may form s centro of unit-
ed action, and devoto ‘their talents
to devising meothods and organizing
meaps which may be put in prac-
tico alorg with others whom the church
may trust as religious instructors. Lot
theso aud pironts co-operate and encourago
each other to givo n moro-bxtensive know-
ledgo of Seripture truth. . ’

Such a proposal may ot pressnt scem
utopian, but we feel porsuaded that someth-
ing like this will bo adopted by the church
whon 1mnore alive to her duty. Many more
should be actively doing religivus work in
connection with thae church so that she may
moke hoadway agamst tiie un:ted streawns
of svil in winch she 18 placeid us o Life-boat.
At present Sabbuth-Schools are in a
transition state. Thero is something about
their practical working which indicates want
of stability. They have much of the world’s
ways of keoping up an interest in them, in
oxhibitions, in tho ceaseless change of
hymnology, in the perpetual eraving for
new amusement in music, and in the want
of rosgocb for the great design of the Sab-
bath by the extensive introduction of somi-
religidus books into the libraries. Such a
stato of things cannot last.  There is too
little knowledgo of the Bible communicated
in our Sabbath-Schools-to form & bulwark
against the sceptical romance reading
whiclt now onvelopes society with a kind of
hazy feeling that truth and fietion mean
‘the samo thing. The beliovérs of truth
may not despair in the midst of this transi-
tion. Truth is-clear as well as greal and
shall provail; only let those who have it
tear from it the world’s wrappings so that
it may appear in its native brilliancy and
‘cut away for itself -through this fog raised
by vain imaginations. It is still quick and
powerful and able to divide between soul
and spirit, and to discern tho thoughts and
intents ¢f the heart. Believers have need
to be faithful in holding forth tho truth:
this they can do only when their own feet
are firmly planted on tho “:Rock” which:
moves not amidst all the surging billows
depraved passions raise.

As offico bearers in the chuxch we have
an important duty to discharge in connec-
tion with Sabbath-Schools. To place our-
sclvos in opposition to them because they
may not bo as we desirq would nof only be
folly. but sin; nmidst much enrolessness
in family training they are the best thing
wo have at present to supply tholack.
They ave doing .much good and form =ai
obstacle'in the stream of Bisleignoranco
which the church was slow in arresting.
In some méasure she has rigen to sre the
neglect, but more is yer.aioded—lhig - as-

irations, noblor efforts; greater facilitics,

‘botter accommodation, inoreased funds nré

nepded for lifting up the yéung-toin lugher
‘sphore in’ Bible knowledge.

All theso things to which wo have made.
referenco may bo said to consist only of
bare instrumentality not miora poworful in
themselves than 86 many dry boriés, Wefor-
.got not that theso car give no life, but pray
.that the efiorts might result in-ashakingso’
lLono wauld comé to his bone ; that sinew*
and flesh would-come upon-thent and skin
dover thém, then so fay vould our work bie’

| successful thoujth lifeloss. Tiot our desires go

-out for the breath of the Loyd that hd vould’
mako ‘theso bones a living power in iy
chiwieh for the gitickening of tho tisipg
generption,

" Wontiach much inayorthuce to o wigo |

men, but neither wise not thoroughly loyal

instrumeutality and believe that the nearer

it 1s fo' the, Instructions of Gpd's Word the:
more suecpssinl is il likely jo.bo, but wa
hollove nob that instrumonislity can ;ive
whul must be aaugh§ forin ullJ-\-olfgioua in-

adeeeadloae T 2l2l"2 _—
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This oomoth'oulyfrom tha Spirit of Grodls
He only.can litt up n etandard which can
-effcalunlly oppoze the onemy coming in'as
o flood, but wo have much {0 do in the
matter, for we Eosacss the Word which is
tho powor of (od unto snlvation to.overy
ono that belioveth,

CHRIST'S TEIDIRNISS TO
THE WEAK.

It is enjoinedupon Chyistinng that thoy
strongthen themselves in the grace that is
in Chrisy Jesus, but how many thero ave
who neglect this duty, and all their lives
travel on their jowrney like Bunyan's pil.
grimg Feoble-mind ~ and  Ready-to-halt,
They nxe like the Db.ised reed and
smoking flax—wenk fcablo, suffering Chrias-
tinns—babes and not strong men in Christ
Jesus, DBut sueh is the wonderful condes-
cenmon and aympathy of the Tord Josus
Chrigt that to even such Christians ho gives
precious promises. Hare we have one, for
it is the Saviour thot speaks lere, lience
{hese words ave aliributed to him by the
Eyengelist Matthew, xii, 20. It is tha
“He will not break tho bruiced reed, nog
quench the smoking flax.” That is whore
over he findsa spark of grace ho will wateh
over ibwith cave.

Indeed ho knows that it is the woalt, feo-
hle Christian that spucially needs his help.

The father eares more tonderly for the
faeble infant than for the strong yoburt one.
Ifit eannot walk alens, he extonds his
hand and gently leads it. Su it is with the
Saviour, “He carries the lambl in his
bosom, and gently leads those that are with
young.,” Paul was in greab trouble; he
hnad a thom in the flesh, which made him
feel vary weak, and he prayed to God for
help® and the answer came, “My graco is
suflicient for you, for my strongth is made
porfect in weakness.” And such was his

experience of the strengthening grace of -

the Saviowr that ho said, *‘Most gladly,
horefore, will I 1ather glory in my infirmi.
ties, thatthe power of Christ may rest upon
me . .. for when I am weak then I am
strong.” Whiloe feeble Christians should
seck strength, and all should desixe to be-
como strong men and women in Christ
Jesus, yet there 18 no yoom for despondens
ey on the part of the weakest samt. There
are many things n weak Christian canaot
do. He moy not be able, hike Greathenrt, to
kill tho Giant Despair, but ho ean live in
tho fear of tho Lord, and so claim the pro-
mise, “Liko as a father pitioth his children,
so tho Lord pitieth them that fear him.”
The father pities and helps the weak, suffer-
ing child. So our heavenly Father will
pity and help this weak, feoblo child, oven
though itis fitly compared to the bruised
reed and smoking fax. Liston to the cheo-
ring words: “TFear not thou wormof Ja-
cob.” You aro weak and feoble, it is true,
but “thou shalt thresh the mountain.”
My strength shall be porfected in

your weakness.—Churel at Home.
¥

DOES dOD EVER SCOLD ?

“Mothor,” said o “littlo girl, *docs God
ever ecold?”’  Shohadseon her mother, un-
der circumstances of atrong provocation,
iose hor tamper, and give way to the im.
pulse of passion: and pondering thought-
fully for n momceni, she asked :

“Mother,does God ever scold 2

Tho yuestion wasso abrupt and start-
ling, that it arrested thoe mother's at-
tention almost with » shock: and she
asked:

“Why, my child, what mrkes you ask
that question 2”

“Beeauso, mother, you havo always told
mé that God is good, and that we sheuld
try to bo like him and I should-liko to know
ifho ever scolds 2

“No, my child,.of course not.”

“Well, I'm glad be dos’t; for scolding
always hurls me, oven if I feel I have done
wrong and it don't seem to mo that I could
lovo God very much if ho acolded.”

The mother felt febuked before lier sim-
plo child. Never beforo had she heard so
forcible & lecture onthe ovils of scolding.
Tho words of the child.sank deep into her
heart, and-she turned away from the inno-
cent faco of the little oné to hide the tears
that gathered to her eyes. .Children are
quick observers:; and the cliild, secing the
effect of her words, eagerly inquired :

“Why do you cry,mothor ? Waa it naugh-
ty for me to say what I said?” _

“No, my love——it was all right: . was
only thinking I might have spoken moro
kindly, and not havg hert your feelings by
speaking'so hastily and in anger as
aid.”

“0 motler, you aro so good and kind,only
T wish there wore not so many bad things
to make you foel and talk as you did just
now. It makesmo feel away from you so
far—as if T could not come near you as- 1
do when you spuak kindly ;: aund oh, some-
times I fear I shall beiput off sofuxr I can
never get back again,”

“No, my child, don'bsay that,” said the
mother, unable to keep back her tears, as
she folt: how her tones iind repelled tho
littleone from her heart; and the child,
wondering what go affected hor parent, but

‘inthitively feeling it was & _cnso requiring

sympathy, reached up, and throwing her
arms about her mwother’s neck, whisper-
of — .

Mot wear mothey, do I meke you
‘ery 2 Do you loveme 2"

“Ol yes { I loye you more than I can
tell,” saiil tho parent, elasping the little-one
to her bosom, “and I will-try-nevor to seold
you ngain, but if I haveto xeprove my child,
1 will try to do it, notin angex,-but kindly,
deoply 23 I may bo grioved thai she has
done wrong.” .

“-Oh, T am 50 glad : T-eanrgot so nenr to
youif-yon won't seold.  Andido you know,,
mother, I do.ivanstosloveyou somuoh, and
T will always try o be-good.” X

The lesson was onn that sank deep inte
that mothei's heart, nnd has bdon an-aid to
lier fob Miany & yonr. It improssed tho
“great.principlo-of reproving in-kindnees not

-in pnger, if we would-gain the grout enid of

1 Yeproof—the mrout end of winning the
013

1, at tha same timé, to what is righty

‘and to. the parent's Heart.” -~




